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THistToRiIcaL MEMOIRS, — 


Relating to the 


* Houfatunnuk Indians : 


O-R, 

An Account of the Methods ufed, and Pains 
taken, for the Propagation of the Gofpel 
among that Heathent{h-Lribe, and theSuc- 
cefs thereof, under the Miniftry of the late 
Reverend Mr. JOHN SERGLANT: 


TOG E ST Ha R, 


With theCharaéer of that eminently worthy Mifioxary ; and an 
Addrefs to the People of this Country, reprefenting the very 
steat Importance of attaching the 4inDilang to their Intereft, 
not only by treating them juftly and kindly, but by ufing 
proper Endeavours to fettle Chri/icanity among them. 
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By SAMUEL Hopkins, A. M. 
Paftor of a Church in Springfield. 


L perceive that Gon is no Refpefter of Perfons : But in every Nation, he that 
JSiareth bim, and worketh Righteoufne/s, is accepted with him. 
Apofile Peper. 
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Printed and Sold by S. KnzzLanp, in Queen-Street, oppofite 
to the Prifon. 1753- 
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PRET ACE 


1Y Defign in writing this Hittory is, to give as clear and 
faithful:an Account as I am able, of the Rife and Progrefs 

of Chriftianity among the Natives af Houfatunnuk : 
particularly of Mr. Serceant’s Miffion to them ; of the 
Meafures be took to recover thofe Indians from their Barbarity, Ie- 
norance and Heatheni{m, and to inform them in the Do&rines of the 
Gofpel , and-of the Succets which, by the Blefing of God, attended 
his faithful Endeavours to per[uade them to embrace the true Religion. 


Tn profecuting this Defign, I bope, in fome Meafure, to do Fuftice 
to the Memory of thatsexcellent Man, who, from generous and pious 
Principles, undertook, and with great Induftry and Faithfulnefs pro- 
fecuted that Self-denying Work , to let the generous and pious Donors 
to that good Defign know, what the Succefs of their liberal and 
charitable Contributions ¢o: it has-been 5 and to: excite others to 
follow their laudable and generous Example, by giving freely of their 
Substance to promote that goodWork, the Converfion of the Heathen 
to the Chriftian Aaith. If thefe Ends are anfwer'd, I foall not 
regret the Trouble and Pains I have been at. 


It may, perbaps, be thought firange, that this Performance bas 
been fo long delay’d. To which I would fay , It was almoft a Year 
Md 2 after 
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after Mr. Sexrcrant’s Death before I could fatisfy myfelf,thatMa- 


terialsqwere to be found for fuch aPurpofe , and when I had colleéed 
what were to be bad, and entred upon it, I could proceed but very 
| flowly, by Reafon of other Bufinefs upon my Hands,and the many un- 
avoidable Avocations that attended me , And after I bad finifh'd it, 
fome unforefeen Accidents and Occurrences, which I need sot trouble 
the Reader with, delay'd it for feveral Months. 


Why it is not more full and compleat, now it does appear, may 
alfo be the Subject of Enquiry. To which I fhall only fay, that it is 
sa fome Meafure owing to the Want of thofe Materials which I ex- 
pected, aud which-might have been very -belpful,.if-they-could have 
been obtain'd, 5 


When it was fir propos'd to me to undertake this Bufinefs, F 
concluded that Mr. SERGEANT had preferv’d what was needful for 
fuch a Work 5 for foon after be entred upon bis Mifion, be wrote 
to me, defiring that I would fend him an» Account_of all T ran{[- 
actions with thofe Indians,before be went to them: giving this as a@ 
Reason, why be defir'd it, viz. That he defign’d to collec? and pre- 
ferveMaterials for,and,inTime to come,to give thel¥orld aHiiftory of, 
ibe Progrefs of Religion among ibe Indians, if bis Succels among 
them foould prove confiderable ; cr to. that Purpofe. I therefore 
concluded, that he had not only kept @ Journal of bis own Doings 
among them, but that he had alfo carefully preferv’d Copies of all 
bis Letters to Gentlemen with whom be maintain'd a Corré/pondence, 
end their Returns to him’; and that little or.nothing more would be 
needful, than to Tranfcribe, in their proper Places, what he bad 
preferv'd. But I found myfelf, more or lefs, difappointed upon all 
thefe Heads. His Journal was indeed fomething large S particular 
for five or fix Years, but. after that Time it.confified only of a few 
brief Hints, two or three Pages in Oftavo, upon common Paper, con- 
taining the Space of a Year 5 and, for two or three Years, it was 
wholly wanting. He was alfo fo full of Bufinefs, that be had not 
Time to preferve Copies of thofe Letters be wrote to Gentlemen with 
cubom he corre/ponded, either in this Country, or in Great-Britain, 
except a very few. Yea, whea-he wrote an Hiftorical Account of 
the Succefs of the Golpel among thé Indians a¢ StockBRIDGE} 
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under his Miniftry, inComphiance with the Defire of the Committee 
of Directors for the Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, 
in SCOTLAND, fignified to bim by their Prefident GEorGE Drum- 
MOND, E/g; and [ent it to them, be bad no Leifure to preferve a 
Copy of it. Some few Letters likewife, written to him, were not ta 
be found. AM, DY i | . | 


- When 1 became acquainted with thefe Things, Iwas much dif- 
eourag’d; and had not Trecover'd the Originals which Mr. Srr- 
GEANT wrote to the Rev. Dr. Cotman, to whom be wrote more 
frequently, and more freely, than to any other Man, I foould not bave 
attempted any Thing of this Nature. And, when I entred upon the 
Bujfinefs, I little thought of compofing any Thing that would be fit 
for publick View. -My Defign'was (feeing I bad by me what Ma-— 
terials I could come at) to preferve what might « be moft likely to be 
of Use hereafter, which, in all Probability, would foon bave been 
loft, by continuing in loofe Papers. 


And now it is propos’d to publifh what I have written, I hope 
the foregoing Account will excufe. me; tho the Performance be not 
jo full and compleat, as it might have been, by the Help of thofe 
Things which I ‘could not obtain. \ Every Reader will be fenfibles 
that Mr. SERGEANT, and the good Caufe in which he was engaged, 
might bave been placed in amore advantagious Light, had thofe 
Things which are wanting, been preferv'd. Hewill alfo, I truft, 
be as fenfible that Eloquence and Neatne/s of Stile are not what I 
have laboured after, but a plain Narrative of Faéis, ina Language, 
which I hope will prove intelligible. to all, who take the Trouble of 
reading what is bere prefented. 


I cannot think any judicious Perfon, upon mature Confideration, 
will judge,that which has been brought to pafs by Mr. SERGEANT’S 
Miniftry, among the Indians, 2s /mall and inconfiderable. In the 
Year 1734. when he went firft to thofe Indians, their Number, 
great and finall, was foort of Fifty, and they in the Depths of Hea- 
theni{m and Barbarity. In the Year 1749, when be died, they 
were increafed: to 2¥8 ; 182 Indians bad been. baptized by him, 
and a Church confifiing of 42 Indian Communicanis commemoraied 

she 


(, we) 


the Sufferings of Chrift at the Lord’s-Table..Mr., Wooppripcr’s 
School (feperate from the boarding School) had belonging to it 55 
Scholars, who were taught to Read and Write, and were inftruGed 
in. the Principles of Religion. This indeed is not like a Nation 
being born-at.once x but, by. the Ufe,.of ordinary Means, greater 
Things have feldom been brought to pafs in fo fhort a Time. And 
we, in this Part of the Country, kave feen Nothing like it, re[pefing 
the poor Natives who live upon our Borders. And.if Mr. Ser- 
GEANT’S Life had been fpar'd to have profecuted the Affair of the 
Boarding-School, according ‘to bis Intention, and with bis wonted 
Wifdom, Prudence & Skill, is it not highly. probable, that we fhould, 
by this Time, ‘have feen a confiderable Number of the Indian Youth 
educated there, in Labour, Induftry and good Hujfbandry, as well as 
in Learning ; who probably might. have prov’d. not only uleful 
Members. of Society, but alfo of the. Church, of Christ 2 : 


If what I have writien upon this SubjeG may be.a Caufe.of many. 
Thankfgivings to GOD for bis rich Grace and Mercy, exercifed to 
the Indians at SrocKBRipGE, by Mr. SERGEANT’s Miniftry ; 7f 
it may be a Means of exciting pious. and well difpos’d. Perfons to 
charitable-and generous Contributions to promote.the [piritual Good 
of the poor Natives there, or in other Places; if it may be an 
Inducement to any young Gentlemen, qualified for [uch a Service, to 
follow the excellent Example Mr. SERGEANT bas. given; bowever 
mean the Performance is, the Affect will.be good, and will anfwer 
the End of the.unworthy Author, 


Springfield, 
November 14. 1752. 


SAMUEL HOPKINS. 
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SVio Me SVOPHIE Tribe commonly.,known by the Name of 
gesesesese River-Indians is large, moft of them live within 
deseT yess the Limits of New-York Government, interfpers’d 
aesesesese among the Dufch, and never had Endeavours us’d 
seeesyeess with them, either,to civilize or chriftianize them 5 
ed but fill. continue -in their native Ignorance and 
Barbarity.’. A {mall Number of them live in. the N. W. Corner 
of Connecticut Government, and.a few. Families of them on Hou- 
fatunnuk River, or at Houfatunnuk, which now goes by theName 
of Sheffield in the County.of Hamp/bire, in.the S. W. Corner of 
the Maffachufetts Province, bordering on the Government of 
New-York W. and on Conneéticut, Colony S.- 

Thefe few Indians at Houfatunnuk, sxe they to whom the Rev... 
Mr. Joun Serceant received his Miffion, and with whom En- 
deavours have been us’d for about’ eighteen Years paft, to. form 
them to Chriftianity, And tis the Defign of this Treatife, to 
give an Hiftorical Account of the Meaiures which have been 
taken with them for this End; the Succefs that has attended 
them ; and what their prefent State is. 

In Profecuting this Defign, I. fhall, have Occafion to give 
an Account of a: confiderable Part of the Life, Death and Cha- 
racer, of that pious and excellent Man, the Rev. Mr. Joun 
SERGEANT, who preach’d the Gofpel to them, and died in that 


Service, 
About 
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About the Year'1720. or perhaps fomething fooner, the Ge- 
neral Affembly of this Province granted two Townfhips on Hou- 
fatuunuk River, to fome People who were defirous of fettling 
there. . The Land was purchafed of the River- Indians, who had 
the native Right ; but they referv’d for themfelves two fmall 
Tracts of Land: one lying at a Place they call Skatebook, and 
now falis into the firft Parifh in Sheffield, the other about 8 or 
10 Miles further up the River, which they call Wuabktukook, 
and is within the Bounds of Stockbridge. And at each of thefe 
Places dwell about four or five Families of Indians. 

When the Englifh made Settlements there, they became ac- 
quainted with thofe Judians.; and Kunkapot, the principal Perfon 
among them, was foon takenNotice of by theEugl/d, and {poken 
of asa Man of Worth. It was by a meer Accident I became 
acquainted with his general Character. Mr. Ebenezer Miller, 
‘one of my Neighbours, who ‘had his ‘Account from Hou/faiunnuk, 
inform’d me,that he was ftrictly temperate, a very juft and up- 
‘right Man in his Dealings, a Man of Prudence, and induftrious 
in his Bufinefs ; and inclin’d to embrace the Chri/izan Religion: 
But that there were fome Difficulties lying in his Mind, two of 
‘which I rémnember-'’ One was, that if/he became a Chrifzan, his 
own People would difcard him.’ The other was, the ill Con- 
verfation of Chriftians; it being:as bad, as ‘he tho’t, if not worfe 
than that of the Heathen. (An Objection too juft, and it is not 
to be wonder’d at, that it fhould prove a ftumbling Block to an 
obferving Heathen.) BY 7 

I was much affected with the Story of ‘this Indian, and deter- 
min’d to endeavour that he, and the Reft of the Jndians there, 
might be inftructed in the Doctrines of Cbristianity , for this I 
was prepar’d, by Dr. Co/man’s giving me an Account, the May 
preceding, of the Money depofited in the Commiffioners’ Hand 
for fuch Purpofes ; and knowing that the honourable Yobn Stod- 
dard, E{q; of Northampton, was more than any Man, in the Pro- 
vince, acquainted with the State of the Judiaus in general, having 
often been employ’d by the Government in.) Affairs relating to 
them,1 determin’d to difcourfe with him upon ityand to take his 
Advice in the Cafe. Accordingly, March 11th 1734, 1 waited 
upon him at his own Houfe, and.conter’d with him upon the 
Subjeét. He inform’d me, ‘* That the River-Indians were the 
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largeft Tribe of any near the Eng/i/hSettlements ;° that he jude*d 
a Mifionary among them would: be-much more likely toido Ser- 
vice; and to anfwer the End of his Miffon, than thofe Miffona- 
ries, Meffieurs Parker, finfdel, and Secomb, who had been 
fome Time before ordain’d, and fent. to the feveral Forts and 
Truck-Houjes in our Eaftern & WeflermBorders. For theT rides, 
thofe »Gentlemen: were font to, were very much under the 
Influence of the French. And further, what Opportunity: thot 
Muiffionaries bad tomftru& them,-was only at thole Forts, when 
‘they came in upon a trading Defign, and that, as foon as they 
had done their Bufinets, they went off; and while. they. {tay’d, 
were not perhaps in:the:beft Temper to receive Inftruction: But 
as to theRiver-Indians, the French had no Inflience upon»thenrs 
a Mifionary:might:live amongithem, and take all Opportunities 
to-inftruct, not only the Men, but alfo their Families : Sheir 
Children might be taught to read, and write, and be led. into 
a Knowledge of the Principles of Chrifanity, &c. 8c. 

TheEvent prov’d thefeReafonings to be very juft ;for,not long 
after, thofeMiffionaries, Mefli: Parker, EHinfdel,and Secomb,; were 
difcourag’d, and threw up their Mifious, as mot being able to 
anfwer the Ends of them; but a Miffion to the River- Indians 
prov’d more fuccefsful. 

Some Time after, »I inform’d the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams 
of Springfield of thefe Sugizeftions, and what Lhad heard. And 
upon our Motion theRev. Mr. Williams of Hatfield wrote to the 
‘Honourable and Rev. Commiffioners at Bofton ; who defir’d us 
that we would take a Journey to Houfatunnuk, and confer with 
the Jndians there,refpecting their receiving a Miffionary to inftruc 
them.-———' About this Time His Excellency Goverhour Belcher 
was_pleas’d; to honour.the two, principal Judians of Houfatunnuk 
with. :Commiffions....To. Kunkapet. he gave a Captain’s, -and to 
Umpachenee'a Lieutenant’s. Their Commiffions being fent to S pring - 
Jield,we heard that they were coming for them, & therefore con- 
cluded we.would confer with them,here, before we proceeded to 
Loufatuanuk.. Accordingly, on the 22d Day! of May, we went 
‘to’ their Lodgings, and difcours’d with'them by* their Interpreter 
Tehoikim VanValkenburgh, who came with them. 

The Captain fhew’d himfelf very defirous of having a Mifio- 
vary fent- among them, that their Children might be taught to 
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read, €3c.. The: Lieutenant did not feem fo'very defirous of it; 
but yet exprefs’d-his Willingnefs that it fhould be fo.» But, at 
the fame Time, they let us know,that they fpake only for them- 
felves, and that it would be needful their Brethren fhould be con- 
fulted in the Affair. We therefore inform’d them, that fome 
Time ini Fu/y they might expect to fee us at Hou/atunnuk, where 
we would confer with them, and their Brethren, further upon. 
thofeThings. | But whea the Time came, Iwas fick.| The'Rev. 
Mr. Bull ot Weftfield therefore. took my Place, and, on the 8th 
of Fuly 1734, accompany’d Mr. Williams thither. | The Captain 
and Lieutenantiwere very glad to fee them, and call’d theirPeo- 
ple together, of. whom thofe Gentlemen inquir’d, whether they 
were willing a Minifter fhould be fentto them:to inftruct them 
in theChriftian Religion,to teach theirChildren to read, @c. The 
Indians defir’d four Days to confider of the Thing propos’d 5. and. 
at the End of thofe Days they all gave in their Names,:and fig- 
nify’d their Defires. to thoie Reverend Gentlemen, that:a Minijer 
might be fent to them, for the. Ends propos’d.; *Upon which. 
the Rev. Mr. Williams deliver’d to them afmall Belt of Wompui,, 
as a Confirmation of what had-pafs’d between them, and as a 

Sort of Kecord thereof. * 7 
Not long after the Return of thofe Gentlemen from Heufa- 
tunnuk, the Rev. Mr. Williams went to Bofton, where he:waited 
upon the Honourable Commiffioners (his xxcellency: Governor 
Belcher being then.at their Head) and acquainted them.with the 
cood 


round as a {mall Straw, with a Hole dril’d thro’ the Middle of it Length-wife, 
and is made of the Shell of fome Sea Ff, polifh’d very fmooth. A Number 
of thefe {trang upon fmall Threads, and knit together in the Form of a Belt, 
are call’d a Belt of Wompum. “Some of thefe Wompum are white, fome' black, 
the black bear the higheft Price ; they pafs among the Natives as Money, 
and were the only Coz the Indians had, before they became acquainted with 
the Europeans. "They alfo ufe'them as Ornaments, wearing them about their 
Necks, riffs, &e. tis a Cuitom among the Indians neighbouring to us, and 
1 fuppofe among all\others, 10 give Belts. of Wompum for. the Confirmation of 
all ‘Ereaties, and. as a Remembrance, of, what pafies between Parties ;- fo that 
if one Tre fends a Meflage to another without. fuch a Belt, the Mefiage is 
call’d, an empty Word, not to be regarded or‘remember’d : But if a Belt ae- 
company’s theMeffage, it is Jaid up as aRecord of theThing tranfacted ; and 
by it, not only the prefent, but future Generations, keep in: Remembrance 
what was then done. And thefe are all the Records they keep in fuch Cafes. 


* A Wompum is a fmallCylinder of about one third of an Inch Jong,and as big: 
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good Difpofition of the Indians refpecting the Bufinefs they went 
upon... And the Commiffioners were fo encourag’d by the Account 
given them, that they defir’d thofe Gentlemen, Mefficurs Wi/- 
liams and Bull to feek after fome fuitablePerfon to be employ’d 
as a Miffionary to thofe Indians. As appears by the following 
Vote. | 

“Ata Meeting of the. Commiffioners 'for Indian Affairs, at 
** the Council-Chamber in Bofion, Auguft 16th 1734. 


‘e Prefent. His Excellency Governor Beicuer. 


— Thomas Hutchinfon, >) Dr. Benjamin Colman, 
_<* Edward Hutchinfon, >Eiars; Dr. Fofeph Sewall, 
** Thomas Steel, J Adam Wintbrop. 


** A’ Report of the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams, and the Rev. 
“© Mr. Nebemiah Bull, read, giving an Account of their Vifita- 
“*otion lately made to the Indians at Houfatunnuk, at the Defire 
**) of the Commiffioners, wherein, is fet forth their Conference with 
¢-faid Indians, and their Gonfentito receive -Inftruction .in the 
** Chriftian Religion, and theirDefire that the Commiffioners would 
“* fend them a Miniter for (that Purpole, 
s¢ Thereupon, ::, 
‘* Voted, That the faid Meffieurs W/liams, & Bull, be defir’d 
“© toute their Endeavours for obtaining a fuirable Perfon to. go 
**-and refide there as their, Miniter, to.inftruct them and. their 
** Children inReligion, and in Reading, and to. preach the Gof- 
** pel to them:on the: Sabbaths. That. they be allow’d to 
** promifefuch fuitable Perfon, for his Encouragement, the Sa- 
** Jary of One:Htundred: Pounds per Annum. . 4 true Copy 
da QimeArvedd to sto | Atteft.  ddam Winibrop, 


Before this Time,’ Mr. SrrcEaw'r’s Inclination to ferve the 
Souls of the Natives ‘had reached ourE ars‘; for hethad freely faid 
in private Converfation, that-he had rather be employ’d as a 
Mifionary to the Natives, if a Door fhould open for it, than ac- 
‘cept a Call any ‘Engli/p Parifh: might give him. Thofe Gen- 
tlemen being inform’d of this, ‘were not’ at a Lofs where: to go, 
ut made their Application to him ‘in September 1.734. at New- 
Faven,where he was employ’d as one of theTutors of Yale-Céllece. 
Their Application to him, and his Anfwer, I thall give the Rea- 

: "2: ia der 


6 


der in his own Words, a8 I find them in the Beginning of the 
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‘fournal, which he ‘Kept’ of his ‘Miffion to the “River-Indians at 
flou/aiunnur. ) bey 
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‘In September 1734. The Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams, and 
Mr.-Nebemiab Bull, being appointed by the’ Gentlemen Com- 
miffioners in Bofton, to treat and agree with fome Perfon to 
undertake a Miffion to the Judians ot Houfatunnuk, came to me 
at New: Haven, with the Propofals'; bringing a very encoura- 
ing Account of the good Inclination of thole Indians, and of 
their Defire to be initructed in the Principles of the CdriStian 
Religion. ee, haan tgs sags 

‘ | was then engag’d in Bufinefs at Yale-College, but, upon 
the fair Probability there appear’d-of Succéls, ‘I told’ the Gen- 
tlemen, that Iswas fo far from being unwilling, to devote my- 
felf to the Serviceof God in fo good a Caule, that I was rather 
defirous, if none better qualify’d: could be found) to improve 
what Abilities I had in fuch am Undertaking ; tho”) bwasclen- 


+ 'Gble, “P mult pot only lofe a’great many agreable Amufements 
Jof“Life, efpecially indeaving my Bufinefs.at College, which was 


the moft agreable to me: that:could bes but alfo expofe my- 
felf to many Fatigues and Hardfhips, andTknownot to what 
Danwers, among @ barbarous People. Hor indéed I fhould be 


 athain’d to own myfelfi a Chrifian; or veven.a Man, and; yet 


utterly refule doing what layin my: Power, to cultivate Fiu- 
manity among'a People naturally ingenious enough, but) for 
Want of Inftra@tion, living fo much below the Dignity of hu- 
man Nature; and to promote the Salvation of. Souls: perifbing 
it Phe Darky when theLight of Life.isfonearthem. . Befides, 
to fee fo much Pains taken by thofe of the Romifo Church, 


-.not-only, in other Parts, but alfo in America, and in our Borders, 


whofe Religion,is fo. corrupted, ;that it may {carcely be call’d 
Chriftianity, fhould, methinks, excite us to. Emulation, who, 
at leaft, think we profefs Chriftianity in much greater Purity. 
‘ Upon the earneftDefire!of the two forementionedGentlemen, 
I readily, confented. to undertake the Miffion, if, I might be 


accepted, upon the,Ternis 1 propos’d, viz. that, with the Ap- 


probation; of the Rev. Avedzor and. Trustees of Yale-College, 1 


would fpend, about, half of the Year. with the Indians, and the 


© Reftof the Year live at College ; (for | had a Mind to carry my 


< Pupils 
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‘Pupils through thesCourfe of their Studies, who now wereven- 
tering upon theirdaft Year).and afterward, if there fhould be 
any reafonable Encouragement, I would devote myfelf intire- 
ly to the’ Service of inftruéting the Indians. . This they agreed 
to, and therefore the Reve Mr. Williams immediately wrote. to 
the honourable Adam Winthrop, Efq; one.of the Commiffioners 
at Boston, to inform him how far they had proceeded.’ 
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The Terms propos’d by Mr. SERGEANT were agreable to the 
Commiffioners, as' appears from the following Letter from the ho- 
nourable Adam Wiuthrop, Elg;, their Secretary. 


SoS olde 
© By a Letter juft receiv’d from the Rev. Mr. StephesWilliams, 
¢ J.am inform’d he,has treated with you about engaging in the 
« Indian’s Service at Houfatunnuk. And I am highly gratified 
¢ with the encouraging Account he gives of your Ingenuity, 

Learning, and, Piety, and alfo with your laudable Inclination 

to undertake the Service. The only Difficulty he mentions is, 

That the Reéfor, Trufes, and alfo your Pupils, were unwilling 

you fhould leave the College, till they had done reciting; but 

that, if the Commiffioners would be fatisfied with your refiding 
at Heufatunnuk one Quarter of a Year now, and then leave the 

Indians till the Spring, you would return and tarry. And Mr. 

Williams defir’d that it might be fignify’d as foon as poffible, 
whether the Commiffioners would accept of this Projection. 

‘ Time would not allow of a, full Meeting,but I have confer’d 

with His Excellency the Governor about it, and we do, inthe 
‘Name of the Commiffioners accept of the Propofal. So that 

you may proceed and go to Mr. Willams’s, who informs me 
that he will accompany you to Houfatunnuk. 

‘ | heartily with you, thro’ the divine Bleffing, good Succefs, 
« and much Comfort, in the Employment. And, defiring to 
< hear from you in Anfwer to this, I remain,’ 

Sir, your hearty Friend and Servant, . . 
Adam Winthrop. . 


Accordingly Mr. Serceant proceeded to Houfatunnuk, and 
in his Fouraal gives the following brief Account of his Journey, 
and the Reception he met with there. | 
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© Ofober 8th. 1 fet out from New-Haven, and went to Mr. 
Bull’s, who it was propos’d fhould. bear me Company to, Hou~ 
fatunnuk, and introduce me to the Indians, being fomething ac- 
quainted with them, as he had been there befo:e in the Sum- 
mer with Mr. Wiliams, to treat with them, with Refpect to 
‘their receiving the Go/pel. From Wefifield, on Thurfday OZo- 
ber 11th, we fet out in the Afternoon, defigning to lodge at a 
Houfe about 15 Miles onwards upon the Road, which was the 
only Houfe before we came to Houfatunnuk. But Night com- 
ing on too foon for us, we were forced to lodge in the Woods 
without Fire or Shelter. The next: Day'we got-to. Hou/fatun- 
nuk, a little before Night, thro’ a moft doleful Wildernets,and 
the worft Road, perhaps, that ever was rid. © We took Care 
to inform the/udians we were come,| they had expected us fome 
Time] and defir’d them to meet us the next Day, at a Place 
we appointed, near the Middle between the Places where’ the 
Indian; \iv’d ; for one half of them liv’d near 4 Miles above, 
up the River, and the other about fo much below. | 
‘ Ofober 13th. In the Afternoon I made a fhort Difcourfe to 
the Indians by an Interpreter, an Indian call’d Ebenezer, to 
which they (about 20 in Number *) gave very good Attention, 
efpecially Capt. Kunkapot their Chief, and his Family. 
¢ J adapted my Difcourfe, as well as I could, to their Capa- 
cities and Manner.of Thinking.. The next Day Ebenezer told 
me, that one who had been a little cold in the Defign, was 
mov’d with what | faid, and feem’d now confiderably engae’d. 
The Interpreter could {peak Engii/h very well, for he had liv’d 
with them, and had got confiderable Knowledge in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, and was very defirous Mr. Bull would bap- 
tize him. Actordingly we met at the Lieutenant’s Houfe on 
Thurfday, where Mr. Bull examin’d Ebenezer with Refpect to 
his Knowledge and Refolution to live a Chriffian Life, and he 
gave a pretty good Account of the Principles of the Chrisrian 
Religion, and faid, he would rather burn in the Fire than for- 
fake the Truth, Mr. Bul made ‘a Prayer, which Ebenezer in- 
‘terpreted, and I deliver’d another fhort Difcourfe, after which 


Ebenezer 


Mr. Sergeant notes in his Yournal fome Time after this, that when he {peaks 


. of his Hearers, he intends only adu/t Perfons, and is foto be underftood 
~ here, and elfewhere. 
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‘ Ebenezer was baptized by Mr. Bull, making the following Re- 
“nunciation of Heatheni/m, Profeffion of. Chriftianitys and Pro- 
* mife of a good Life. | 


‘ Through the Goodne/s of God towards me, in bringing me into 
© the Way of the Knowledge of the Gofpel, I am convine’d of the 
‘ Truth of the Chriftian Religion, and that it is the only Way that 
‘ leads to Salvation and Happinefs. I therefore freely, and hear- 
* tily, forfake Heathenifh Darkne/s, and embrace the Light of the 
* Gofpel, and the Way of Holinefs. And do now, in Prefence of 
* Almighty God, the Searcher of Hearts, and before many Witneffes, 

© ferioufly and folemuly take the Lord Jehovah, to be my God and 

© Portion, Jefus Chrift bis Son’ to be my Lord Redeemer 5 and 
« the Holy Ghoft to be my San&tifier end Teacher. And do Cs- 
“ venant and Promife, by theHelp of divineGrace, that I will cleave 
* tothe Lord with Purpofe of Heart, believing his revealed Truths, 
“as far as I can gain the Knowledze of them, obeying bis Commands, 
* both thofe which mark out my Duty, and thofé that forbid’ Sin, 
* fincerely and uprightly to the End of my Life. 


‘ Here Ebenezer fhew'd us a little Boy, nam’d Showanun,who, 
‘ being in the Woods, with his Father, at a confiderable Diftance, 
* and hearing that I was coming, and. would teach the Children 
‘ to. read, would ftay. no, longer with his Father, but was refolv’d 
‘to, come Home,..tho? his Father (totry him Ifuppofe) told 
* him, if heeft him no Body would cake Care of him, to pro- 
‘ vide him Victuals.and Cloaths ;. but he would not be. diffuaded 
* from coming Home to learn his Book. And what makes this 
* the move remarkable in the Boy, is, that he is exceeding fond 
‘ of his Father, as his Father is alfo of him. 
_- Che Indians, as has been obferv’d, living in two Places about 
8 or 10 Miles afunder, it was needful they fhould come together 
in one Place, that they, on the Sabbath might attend upon Mr, 
SERGEANT’s Preaching, and have their Children taught on the 
Week Days. . When therefore they were together at Lieutenant 
Umpachenze’s Houfe, they, difcours’d the Matter, and concluded, 
that, during the Winter Seafon, they would dwell together about 
half Way between thofePlaces,where each Party then liv’d ; the 
Place being well accommodated withWood and Water, and alfo 
near fome Hnglifo Families, in one of which Mr. HAGAN 
: might 
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might live, while he ferv’d them ; but this could continue no 
longer than'the Spring, when they muft return to their own 
Places to Plant, &c. | 
‘. Lord’s-Day, Ofober 20th. I made two Difcourfes to the Jn- 
< dians, (in Number the fame as before) to which they gave great 
< Attention, and feem’d to be well pleas'd. They were inter- 
« preted by Mr. Van Valkenburgh, a Dutch Man. 
On Monday Ogober.21ft. They chearfully fer about building 
a publick Houfe at the Place agreed upon, to ferve them, both to 
meet in on the Sabbath, and to keep the Sedool in ; round which 
they built fmall Huts for their feveral Families to dwell in. The 
Chearfulnefs & Engagednefs they difcover’d herein, was an Evi- 
dence of the ardent Defires they had to hear the Word preach’d, 
and to have their Children taught to read, . And, ina fhort Time, 
they all mo:’d with their Families thither. While thefe Things 
were doing, Mr. Serceant went up to Wxabktukook, the Place 
where the Captain and fome others lived, to teach theirChildren 
to read, and was greatly pleas’d with the Refpect they fhew'd 
him, and with the Children, they being exceedingly engag’d to 
learn. He went alfo 'to Skatekook,thePlace where the Lieutenant 
and four Families ‘nore liv’d, and taught their Children. The 
Number at edch Place being about g or 10. © ae 
The Number of Mr. Serctant’s Auditors now began to in- 
creafe.’ Lord’s-Day, November’ 3. he writes, ** My ‘Auditory 
‘was oreater than it had been ; and now, befides Preaching, I 
¢pray’d by an Interpreter.” Ard to move’our Pity to the poor 
Heathen who are brought up in Ignorance, he proceeds thus ; 
“After Service they invited me to go, the next Day, up to 
© Wuabktukook, to fee a religious Ceremony, they had learn’d of 
“their Fathers, Accordingly I went. Efenezer bore meCom- 
pany, of whom I enquir’d, to fatisfy my Curiofity, into the 
© ‘Notions, Cuftoms & Manners of theit Nation. Among other 
© Things, he told me of fome he had known that were thers, 
© who fuppos’d all Things began, continu’d,and ceas’d, accord- 
< ing to the feveral Laws of their Natures, ‘without any Caufe 
© or Direétion from a fupériour Hand. | Others believ’d the Sun 
© to be God, or at leat the Body, or Refidence, of the Derty,; but 
‘€ that now they genernily believ’d the Exiftence of one fupreme 
¢ invifible Being, the Maker of all Things. He told me alfo 
fundry 
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fundry childifh and ridiculous Things, which they belicy’d : 
As that the feven Stars were fo many Jdians tranflated toHea- 
ven in a Dance ;, that the Stars in Charles’s Vain, are fo many 
Men bunting a Kear 5 that they begin the Chace.in theSpring, 
and hold ic all Summer ; by the Fall they have wounded 11, 
and that the Blood turns theLeaves red : by the Winter they 
have kill’d it, and theSnow is made of its Fat 5 which, being 
melted by theHeat of theSummer,makes the Sap of Trees. -b 
‘ There is a large Heap of Stones, 1 fuppofe ten Cart Loads, 
in the Way to Wanbktukook, which the Indians have thrown 
together, as they have pafs’d by the Place ; for itus’d to be 
their Cuftom, every Time any one pafs’d by, to throw a Stone 
to it: But what was the End of it they cannot tell : Only 
they fay, their Fathers us’d to do fo, and-they do it becaufe. it 
was the Cuftom of their Fathers. But Edevezer fays, he fup- 
pofes it was defign’d to be as ank:xpreffion of theirGratitude.to 
the fupream Being, that he had preferv’d them to fee thePlace 
again. Thele Things Edenezer told me, by the Way, as we 
were riding to Wuabktukook, which are fuch childith Fables 
that I had not,taken Notice of them, had it not been that they 
believ’d them, as childifh as they are ; which fhews us how 
ealily Men brought up in Ignorance are impos’d upon, and 
fhould, methinks, excite us the more to pity them. When 
we were come to the Captain’s Houfe,there were feveral of our 
Indians there, as, well from below, as thofe that belone’d there, 
After we had been there for fome Time, two Men, appointed 
for the Service, took a Deer down that hung up.in the Wigs 
wam, * which was to be offer’d, and_ laid. the. four Quarters 
upon a Bark in the Middle of the Houfe, (the Reft fitting 
round very ferious ;) the Skin was taken off with the. entire 

C Head 


I leave the Reader to conjecture, whence thefe: Americans happened to form 
their Notion fo fimilar to that of the Europeans, who. call theie \Stars the 
Great Bear. 

A Wigwam is an Indian Hou/fe, in building of which they take {mall flexible 
Poles and ftick them into the Ground, round fuch a Space as they intend for 
the Bignefs of their Houfe, whether greater or lefs ; thofe Poles they bend 
from each Side, and faften them together, making an Arch over Head« 
Then they faften {mall Sticks to them, cutting thePoles at right Angles, which 
ferve for Ribs. After which they cover the whole with the Bark of T’rees, 
leaving ‘a Hole in the Top for the Smoak to go out, and at one-or both Ends 
to go in ard out, 
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© Ffead and Neck to the Shoulders ; the fourQuarters were laid’ 


‘one upon another, and the Skin,doubled Length. wife, was laid’ 


‘upon them, fo as to make it look as much like a whole Deer 
‘as might be. When this was done,an elderly Man, appointect 
‘ for that Purpofe, ftood up over it; and, with a pretty loud 
© Voice, fpake to the following Purpofe. | 

© O great God pity us, grant us Food to eat, afford us good and 
© comfortable Sleep, preferve us from being devoured by the Fowls 
© that fly in the Air. This Deer is given inToken that we acknow- 
« Jedze thee the Giver of all Things. Then he halloo’d pretty 
‘ Joud, that God might hear and take Notice of what they were 
© doing. Then he that made the Offering gave the pro Tempore 
« Prieft (for they have no ftated one) a String of Wompum which 
¢ was to pay him for his Service ; after which he halloo’d again. 
© After thefe Ceremonies were ended, the two Men before-men- 
tioned, cut theDeer in Pieces and boil’d it ; and when it was 
* made ready, a Piece was given to every one, of which ‘they 
< alf eat, except he that offer’d ir, (for he eats none of it) which 
© is to fignify it is a Gift, and therefore free, and he defires none 
“of it back again. While they were eating, one of the Waiters 
© eave the Skin with theFeet, and fome of theInwards,to an old 
© Widow Woman,which is aDeed of Charity they always practice 
* upon fuch Occafions. | | 

¢ Upon Inquiry into the Original of this Piece of Religion, 
‘ they eave me the following fabulous Account of the firft In- 
© ftitution of it. They had receiv’d it by Tradition from their 
¢: Fathers, that there once liv’d a Man among them, who was 
¢ {een to come down from Heaven with S#ow-Shoes on, (which 
¢ was the Original of Suow-Shoes,) that he liv’d in great Repu- 
© tation among them: was eiteem’d a Hero, and a Prophet : 
© He clear’d their Country of Montters that infefted theirRoads, 


“ and taught them that this was a religious Cuftom in theCoun- — 


* try above, from whence he came 5 and of him they learnt this 
‘ Piece of Religion. That he married aWife among them,and 
© had two Children by her ; and that when they offer’d a Deer, 
¢ he us’d to'be their Prieft : but fome Times he omitted pray- 
‘iad upon fuch Occafions, which the Jadians found Fault with, 
‘ and this coming to the Ears of his Wife, fhe inform’d him ; 
« he confeffed it.a- faulty Neglect ; and apologizing, as well as 


‘ he 
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‘ he could, for himfelf, promis’d he would do it next Time. 
* And accordingly, when the next Occafion offer’d, he began 
*.to pray with his two Children upon his Knees, «and was’in‘a 
«wonderful Manner rais’d fromthe Ground, rifing gradually as 
* he continu’d praying : but when he had got juit to the: Tp 
‘ of the//zgwam, they call’d to him to leave one of hisChildrea, 
‘at leaft, behind him; and letting one down, he was carried 
‘ up out of their Sight. ‘This Child‘of his alfo prov’d:an ex- 
* traordinary Man; of whom they tell fevéral very ridiculous 
* Stories 3 which yet they believe with a firm Faith.’ : 
The above Hiftorical Account I have not inferted fo much 
“for its being curious, as to excite Compaffion towards. fuch ig 
-norant Creatures, and the charitable Endeavours of generous 
Minds to bring them out of sfuch a benighted Strate. 

November sth. Mr. Serceanr began to keep School, in’tle 
School-Houfe which the Indians had built’; and’ onthe next 
Week his Scholars were in Number 22:or 23, as he writés ; and 
on the following Week two new Scholars were added ‘to their 
Number. Thefe he inftructed on the Week. Days; and preach’d 
on the Sabbaths. ime 1a. 

The following Paffages, inMr. Serceant’s Yournal, well de- 
ferve the Attention of thofe who are concern’d: forthe Englifh 
Intereft in America, and for the fpiritual Good of the Indians. 

* Monday, November the 25th. I went to Albany, being de- 
fir’d by the, Minifters of the. Country, to inquire after the Dif- 
pofition of the Mobawks, and the Reft of the Indians in Friend- 
fhip with the Englib, towards theChriftian Religion ; carrying 
a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Williams of Hatfield, to the Hon. 
Philip LivingSion, Efq; to defire of him Information in that 
Matter. Mr. Livingston told me there was great Probability 
that the Proteftant Religion might,. if. proper Means were 
us’d, be introduc’d among moft of thofe Nations ; and he 
loek’d upon it abfolutely neceffary in Order to preferve the 
Trade with them, and keep them inFriendfhip with theEngij/f; 
for the French of Canada were very induftrious to gain them 
over to their Intereft, and that they have Miffionaries among 
them, who came as near to their Government as they dare ; 
that the Indians are drawn off, more’ or lefs, every Year to 
‘ Canada, Much the fame Account other Gentlemen gave me. 


C2 ‘ —Mr, 
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« —Mr. Barclay, an ingenious and:religious young Gentleman, 
« has been about a. Year and a half among the Mohawks, and 
« js learning their Language, and defigns to get Epi/copal Ordi- 
‘ nation, to be a Mifienary among them, if the Society for propa- 
« gating the Go/pel in foreign Parts will fupport him. He has 
« allow’d him a fmall Encouragement from the Government for 
‘ two Years, sbirty Pound per Annum. I faw him little more 
«than half.a Year ago, at this Place, when he told me he had 
‘all theEncouragement that could be expected from theludians ; 
© had wrought fome confiderable Reformation in their Morals ; 
« and that they lov’d him entirely. The Mohawks are generally 
¢ Profeffors of Chrifianity ; but, for Want of Inftruction,; have 
‘ but little of itin Reality. And, methinks, it is great Pity fo 
‘ ingenious,and worthy, a Gentleman as Mr. Barclay fhould 
“ want any Encouragement, in fo great and noble an Under- 
* taking. He now reads to them every Lord’s- Day thePrayers. 
¢ in the Liturgy, which are tranflated into their Language,with. 
© fome Leflons out of the New-Teflament, befides fome Manu- 
¢ fcript Difcourfes, made by a former Adifienary, which he has 
¢ got. But he has no {tated Interpreter, and when he has Occa- 
‘'fion for one, is oblig’d to.pay hinmy out of -his own Pocket. 
© In a Word, he is alone in that noble Defigny’ 


Mr. Serceant left the Col/ege, defigning to return to it again, 
as has been obferv’d. The Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams, ‘there- 
fore, and fome others, being very defirous that the Indians might 
be inftructed, while Mr, SERGEAN’r was abfent, prevail’d with 


Mr. Timothy Woodbridge of Springfield, to go to them. And 


when Mr. Serceant return’d from his forementioned Fourney, 
he writes thus. ‘* Upon my Return from /bany, (which was 
© on Saturday November 30th) I found Mr. Timothy Weodbridge, 
<a young Gentleman very well qualify’d for the Bufinefs, fent 


“© up here, to take Care of the Schoo/, and to inftruct the Indians 


‘ in a Catechetical Way,when I fhould return to my Bufinefs at 
© College.’ 


Tho’ Things had fucceeded hitherto according to Mr. Srer- 


~Geant’s Defires,, yet.the Week before. he return’d to College, 


he met with fome Things very difcouraging, of which he gives 
the following Account in his Journal, 


Lord’s- 
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© Lord’s-Day, December 8th. 1 had but very few Hearers, the 


Reafon of which was, that fome of the Traders bad been down 


from Hud/on’s River, and brought a large Quantity of Rum, 
and fold to the Jzdiens, with which they got drunk, and con- 
tinued fo for feveral Days, and had not got over it by the Sab- 
bath. This was the moft difcouraging Week I had. For the 
Dutch. Traders, I was told, had been very induftrious to dif- 
courage the Indians from being Chrijtians, thinking it would 
leflen their Trade with them, or at leaft. they fhould:not be 
under fo good Advantages to cheat and impofe upon them. 
For they make vaft Profit by felling them Ram, and making 
Bargains with them when they are drunk ; and Drunkennets 
is a Vice the Indians are extremelyaddicted to. Thefe. Traders 
tell them, that the Religion we are about to teach them, is not 
a good one ; that we defign in the End: to ferve ourfelves by 
them, to make Slaves of them and their Children, and the like. 


They alfo took Occafion, from. the law there 1s in. this Pro- 


vince, againft private Perfons felling the Jadians ftrong Drink, 


» to prejudice them againft the Government and People ; as tho’ 


we were not their Friends. Upon thete Infinuations, | under- 
{tood fome of the Ladians were very much difgulted & affront- 
ed ; that the Lieutenant was out of Humour ; that his Brother. 
efpecially was.in a great Paffion, who is a confiderable Man 
among them. 


¢ Uponethis Information ] defir’d the Captain and Lieutenant 


to: come to myLandlord’s on Lord’s Day Evening, (defigning 
the next Day: to leave them) Accordingly they came, and I 
endeavour’d to remove thofePrejudices, and to perfuade them 
thofe Infinuations were utterly groundlefs and falfe ; that the 
Traders doubtlefs were the Men that intended to make a Prey 


of. them,:and. their: Children ; and labour’d to fatisly them,. 
- that the foremention’d Law was defign’d in their Favour, to 
prevent their abufing. themfelves, and expofing themfelves to 


the Abufes of others ; that the Government did not defign to 
prevent their having ftrong Drink; for in other Places fome 
trufty Perfons:have had Commiffions to fell them Liquor,and 
other Things they wanted,,at the fame Rate they go at. in 
Bojion, and Orders to. allow them the fame Price. for their 
Goods as they. would fetch at Boffos. With what I faid they 
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* feem’d well fatisfied ; efpecially Kunkapot; for he faw-thro’ 
* the Defign of the Traders) And as-heis a temperate Man 
‘ himfelf, fo he is very much eriev’d at the Intemperance of his 
* People ; and tho’ he be calmand moderate in his Temper, yet 
* he fhew’d confiderable Warmth and Paffion at the wicked and 
“ungenerous Treatment of the Traders.’ 

The Neighbourhood of the Duschto thefe Indians has often 
prov’d a Difadvantage and Snare to them, ‘and it is'tovbe fear’d 
will prove fo ftill’; tor the Judians: have often'OccaGon: to. go 
among them upon Bufinefs, and to vifit their Brethren : Upon 
thofe Occafions the Dutch do not fail of tempting them toDrunk: 
ennefs, if there is any Profpect of their finding their Account in 
it’; and “tis to be fear’d fome-of them tempt them to Excefs, on 
Purpofe'to difappoint the Defign of Chrifianizing them. And, 
without Doubt, the many Relapfes into Intemperance that have 
appear'd among the Jadians, atter their Profeffion of Christianity 
(of which have happen’d too many Inftances) have been owing 
to the wicked Practice of the Dutch. And as if other Temp- 
tations were not enough, they too often recommend Drunken- 
nefs to them by their own Example. 

The Time was now come, when Mr. SERGEANT was oblig’d 
to return to his Bufinefs at College, and, as\a proper Expedient 
to forward the Defign he was now engag’d ‘in, he propos’d to 
take two Judian Children with him, intending thereby tolead 
them into fome Acquaintance with the Exgiifh Language and 
Manners. . And therefore, at the Clofe of the Conference he had 
with the Captain andLieutenant, mentioned above; ‘he propos’d it 
tothem. Andin his Yowrnal cives this Account ‘of the Matter. 

‘ Then Lafk’d them if they would let two of their Childten 
* go,and live with me atNew-Haven theReft of the Winters: and 
*ithey agreed that the Captain’s only Son Nungkawwat, and the 
 Lieutenant’s oldett Son Etowaukaum,> (who ‘bythe Way? is 
© Grandfon by his Mother to Htowankaum, Chief of ‘the River- 
‘ Indians, who was in England in Queen Ann’s Reign) fhould’be 
“the Children. They were both young; Nuugkawwat'about 
‘'nineYears old’; Htowaukaum about eight > Yetthey werenot 
‘ only willing to go with me, ‘they. knewnot whither, bur had 
“ca Mind to ir. “And the next Morning, Monday December the 
< oth, we fet out for New-Haven, leaving Mr: fehl Shas 8 ae 
ae * School. 
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© School. The Boys went,away with very good Courage, and 
¢ held out a long and tedious Journey ina cold Seafon, with 
¢ wonderful Refolution.’ 


< December 14th. We got to New-Haven. 1 took the Boys 
into my own Chamber at College, and ient them to the free 
School kept at New-Haven. ‘They liv’d very contentedly, were 
much made off by every Body ; for indeed they were a couple 
of very likely Boys, efpecially the Liewtenant’s Son. 

The prudent Meafures Mr. Szrceant took with theludians, 
the little Time he fpent with them before his Return to College ; 
the Succefs had ; the Hopes he conceiv’d of being further fer- 
viceable to them ; together with the Oppofition he met with in 
profecuting his goodDefign ; theReader may beft learn from the 
following Letter which he wrote’to the Comimiffioners, foon after 
he got to New- Haven, (how foon I am‘not certain, for the Copy 
of it before me, has no Date) and direéted it to the Honourable 
Adam Winthrop, Efg; their Secretary. | 


“ a Aa ae 


© ‘Honourable Sir, 

© Your Honour’s of November 13th I receiv’d at Weffeld, in 
my Return from Houfatunnuk, ’*Tis no {mall Satisfaction to 
me, that your Honour, with the Reft of the Honourable and 
Reverend Commiffioners, are pleas’d to entertain a goodOpinion 
of me. I have had the Approbation of my Cont!cience in the 
Bufinefs I have undertaken, nor have I been at all difcontented. 
Thro’ the Bleffing of God, the Defign has hitherto fucceeded 
full to my Expectation, excepting that I have not had quite fo 
_many-Auditors as I hop’d to have (there being generally about 
30.) There has been about 25 Scholars in the School, befides 
fome older ones,who took fomePains to learn theLetters ; but 
I fuppofe their Patience will hardly hold out to learn to read 
well. They have always treated me withRefpect &Kindnels,in 
their Way. The Children in the School, I think, were fond 
of me, and they all feem’d to put great Confidence in me, and 
what I believe you will think a fufficient Evidence of it, 1s, I 
have brought a Way with me too little Boys. One is Capt. 
Kunkapot’s only Son, nam’d Nungkawwat, about nine Years 
old; the other is Lieut. Umpachenee’s eldeft Son Etowaukaum, 
about eight Years old. | 
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© The Lads had a great Mind to come with me, and their 
Parents were very willing they fhould. They bore theFatigues 
of the Journey well, and have been very contented fince they’ 
have been here. My Defign in bringing them isto teach them 
Englifh, and to learn Indian of them, as well as‘I can. I de- 
fign.to keep them, untill 1 return to Hou/atunnuk, intheTown 
School; for my Time ts fo taken up wich College Bufinefs, 
chat I cannot teach them mayfelf. 

‘ I could not have the Opinion of theGentlemen Commiffoners ; 
but I doubt not but what I have done will be grateful to them. 
However, I did not defign they fhould be burdenfome to the 
Society, and hope to find {o much Charity amongft Gentlemen 
in thefe Parts, as to bear the Charges of their, Board and 
Schooling. They are two very likely Lads, and, if I do not 
judge amifs, the Jadian Children excell the generality of ours, 
in Pregnaney of Parts and good Humour. Iam fure I could 
not have found an Englifh.School, any where, that would have 
pleas’d me fo much. Capt. Kunkapot is an excellentMan,and 
1 do. believe has the true Spirit of Chriffianity in him. He 


_knows a great Deal, and by the Character all his Acquaintance 


give of him, his Conduct is unexceptionable. I found them 
generally poffeft with theBelief of One fapreme Berng,theMaker 
and Governor ofall Things, and that they acknuwledg’d the 
Difference between moral Good and Evil; that God. reeards 
the Actions of Mankind, in order to reward or punifh them, 
in fome future State of Exiftence. 
‘ I have endeavour’d to give them right Notions of thefe 
Matters, and to eftablifh them in the Belief Of them. And 
from thefe Principles, together with fuch other Arguments as 
I thought moft convincing to them, to perfuade them of the 
Neceffity of a fupernatural Revelation, and to fatisfy them that 
this is contain’d in the Holy Scriptures. 1 defir’d them from 
Time to Time to Jet me know, if they had'any Doubts with 
Refpect to any Thing | had taught them, or they had other- 
wife heard, of the Christian Religion. But tho’ they were in- 
quifitive in fome Points, yet they never feem’d difpos’d to 
contradict what I faid. 
© J have (after I had in feveral Difcourfes told them what J 
thonght previoufly neceflary) given them a brief Account me 
* the 


a atatianial 


1734 —  Hiftorical Memoirs, &c. 19 


a 


e 


a 


e 


A 


a 


6 


the Original of Things ; the State of Mankind at the firft ; 
the Fal] and unhappy Confequences of it ; the moft remark- 
able Difpenfations of divine Providence recorded in the old 
Teftament ; God’s chufing a peculiar People to himfelf ; his 
mot remarkable Dealings with them till his final RejeCtiog of 
them ; a fhort Hiftory of our Saviours Birth, Life, Actions, 
and Death ; an Account of his Do¢trines, and Precepts: In 
every Difcourfe making fuch practical Reflections, as I tho’t 
convenient for them. They were generally all prefent that 
liv’d thereabout, and gave very good Attention. 
« After they had finifh’d the School-Houfe (which was in 
the Beginning of November) they mov’d to that Place with 
their Families, where they now live. The Scholars in the 
School make very good Proficiency. I fuppofe the Gen- 
tlemen Commiffioners are before now inform’d of Mr. Wood- 
bridge’s Character, and the Reafon of putting him into the 
School, &c. The Children began to be jond of him before I 
came away. There is a fair Profpect of confiderable Things 
being done among them. I found Nothing on the Part of 
the Indians but what was encouraging, except their Inclina- 
tion to ftrong Drink. But from other People there are many 
Difcouragements. They are a loofe vicious People they live 
among, and there are fome fo prodigioufly wicked as to: en- 
deavour all they can to difcourage them ; efpecially the Dutch 
Traders, whofe Gain is all their Godlinefs 5 and this poor Peo- 
ple’s Ignorance andVice is their Gain: They trade with them 
very much in Ram, which is the Deftruction of every Thing 
that’s good among them. To difcourage them they tell them, 
that our Religion is not a good one, and that we defign only 
to make Slaves of them. They take Advantage from the 
Law of your Province, againft felling {trong Liquor to them, 
to prejudice them againft the Englifh, The Traders them- 
felves evade the Force of the Law, by leaving their Rum juft 
without the Borders of the Province, from whence the Judians 
fetch it themfelves. The Week before ] came away they had 
a drunken Frolick, which lafted three or four Days. Kunkapot 
always keeps clear of fuch Frolicks, and Umpachenee had fo 
much the Command of himfelf as to refrain at that Time.— 
God only knows what may and will be effected; but I am 
D “ much 
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* much afraid that the Dutch will difcourage many of them : 
‘ for they have great Influence over the Indians. As for the 
‘ old ones, who are much addicted to drinking, nothing but the 
‘ extraordinary Power, that attended Corifianity in its firft Pro- 
‘ pagation, will be fufficient to reform them. The Young I 
“have great Hopes of, if God is pleas’d to blefs fuitable En- 
© deavours with them. 

‘1 hop’d they (the Zzdians) would have had a general Meet- 
* ing of the Tride, while | was with them ; but their Bufinefs 
‘ (Fiunting) made them defer it till fince I came away ; and I 
* fuppofe tis to be about this Time. What will be concluded 
‘in that Meeting will either add Life to our Defign, or almoft 
* entirely quafh it. 
“1 am fenfible I have drawn out this Letter to a very great 
Length, but if Iam tedious, I will not be more fo by apolo- 
* gizing for it, but only beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your, and the Rest of the Commiffioners 
moft obedient humble Servant, | 


JOHN SERGEANT, 


On the roth of December, Mr.SERGEANT wrote to the Indians, 
directing his Letter to the Captain, Lieutenant, and the Reft. 
And that the Reader may fee what Pains he took, to accommo- 
date himfelf to their infant State of Knowledge, I will tran{eribe 
fome Paffages out of it. 


‘. My good Friends and Brethren, 

You are always in my Heart, and I ceafe not every 
* Day to pray to God for you.--— I hope that you are con- 
* vinc’d that Men ought to do good, and that God will reward 
* them that do fo, and that God will punith them that live 
« wickedly. That Book teaches us that there is one oreat. 
* God above all, who is moft powerful, wife, juft, and good. 
* The Bid/e alfo teaches us, that.there is one Lord Fefus Chrift, 
* the Sow of God, born into the World of a Virgin Mother, and 
© died to faveSinners. For we are all Sinners,and deferve to be 
* punifh’d ; but Chrift took upon himfelf the Punifhment due 
“tous. I know you have manyTemptations to draw back. 
They, cannot be your Friends that try to difcourage you. 
* They only endeavour to keep you in Ignorance, that they 
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* may be under better Advantage to cheat you. Knowledge 
‘ is certainly good. It is to the Mind what Light is to the 
ge Tif Abadi Gate! would think them your greateft Enemies that 
‘ fhould endeavour to put out your Eyes; efpecially if you 
« were travelling a difficult Road. This World is like a thick 
‘ and intangled Wildernefs ; and ee fhould not you, as well 
© as other People, enjoy the Benefit of the Light :— Truth is 
‘ more precious than the Light of the Sun. Don’t fuffer your 
* Enemies to impofe upon you.’ 
I am your hearty Friend, and moft willing 
to ferve you in all Things, 
JOHN SERGEANT. 


This Letter was very acceptable to the Indians ; and the more 


fo, becaufe it came to them a little before a general Meeting of 


the River- Indians, at Houfatunnuk, at which they. were to confi- 
der, whether it was beft that the Jadzans there fhould go on to 
receive Inftruction or not ? 

It is a Cuftom among the Jxdians, not to proceed in any 
Affair of Importance, till they have the Confent of the feverad 
Clans, belonging to their Nation 5 and the Indians, at Houfatun- 


nuk, having proceeded fo far, without the general Confent of 


their Brethren, were much concern’d left they fhould be frown’d 
upon at the approaching Meeting ; and the more fo, becaufe 
they had heard, that the Jndiaus ot Hudjon’s River highly re- 
fented their receiving a Miniszer and School-Mafier, betore they 
had gain’d the Approbatioa of theReft of their Zrive , yea,there 
was a Report, that a Defign was on Foot to poifon the Captaiz 
and Lieutenant, on that Account ; as alfo, becaufe they had re- 
ceiv’d Commiffions from his Excellency Governor Belcher. Whe- 
ther there was any juft Ground for thefe Reports, or whether 
they were fet on Foot by the Dutch Traders to difcourage the 
Indians, at Houfatunnuk, 1 am notable to fay. But however that 
was, the Jndians were fo affected with thefe flying Stories, that 
they feat, defiring fome of the Minifters of the County would 
come to them, and be Biglen: at their Epugrat Meeting. 
Accordingly, January 15th 1734.5, the Rev. Mr. Stephen 
Williams of Spring field, and I, accompany’d by Yoh bn Ajbley, Efa; 
of Wefifield, went to Houfatunnuk. Vhe Indians, who were ex- 
pected from Hud/on’s River, came not till Saturday, which was 
the r9th of the Month, D..2 On 
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On the Sabbath Mr. Williams, being defir’d by the Captaixs 
and Lieutenant, preach’d to the Indians by an Interpreter, in 
Number about 150, or 200, great and fmall. I was with the 
Englifh at Sheffield, who were then deftitute of a Minifter. 

To give the Particulars of our Proceedings with thole Indians, 
(a Journal of which the Rev. Mr. Williams kept, and is now be- 
fore me) would be too prolix. I chufe therefore, fur Brevicy’s 
Sake, to give the Reader a concife Account of them, from a 
Letter which Mr, Williams wrote toa Gentleman in Bofton, which 
was printed in Mr. Appleton’s Preface to his Sermon preach’d at 
Mr. SerGeant’s Ordination, and is as follows. ‘* We had 
* diverfe Conferences with the Jndians, and read to them a Let- 
‘ ter from the honourable Jonn Sropparp, Efq; and endea- 
* vour’d to anfwer their Objections, &c. and fo far fatisfy’d 
* thofe that came from other Places, that they thanked us for 
* the Pains we had taken; and defir’d Mr. Woodbridge might 
‘ continue among them (at Houfatunnuk) and that Mr. Ser- 
GEANT would return to them ; and faid they would give an 
* Account to their feveral Towns, of what we had offer’d to 
them: And gave us Encouragement that they would as-a 
Nation fubmic to Inftruction.” —— 

Mr, SERGEAaNT’s Account of what follow’d upon this generak 
Meeting of the Indians, I will cive in his own Words. 


a 


a ‘ It happen’d as foon as this Meeting [ Drinking and Frolick- 
o © ing always conclude fuch Meetings] was over, that feveral 


| ©“ of our Judians were taken fick; and two Men, feiz’d with a 
‘ violent Fever, died fuddenly. This, with the Apprehenfion 

‘ they had before of Mifchief, defign’d by fome of the other 

Jndians that came from the neighbouring Government, put 
‘ them into a great Frioht; and made them fuipect that thofe 
* Perfons were poifon’d. Tho’, I believe, the Sufpicion was 
* groundlefs. For it is fo far from being ftrange to me, «that 
“ fome are fick after fuch a Frolick, that I rather wonder they 
* don’t half die. For their Dancing is a moft laborious Exers 
“ cife. They dance reund a hot Fire, till they are almoft rea- 
“ dy to faint, and are wet with Sweat ;. and then run out, and? 
* f{triping themfelves naked, expofe their Bodies to the cold Air, 
* and, if there be Snow upon the Ground, roll in ic till they t 
* are cold, and then return to their Dancing again, and ree 
$- {ney 
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‘ they are hot, and tir’d, cool themfelves in the fame Manner, 
‘ and, it may be, repeat this four or five Times in a Night : 
* concluding the Frolick with exceffive Drinking. And when 
* they are drunk, often fall aSleep.in the open Air, perhaps — 
© buri-d in Snow. | 

‘ This general Meeting happen’d in a very cold Seafon, and 
‘ when there was a very deep Snow upon the Ground. Andl 
‘ could never learn, that there was any-certain Symptom of 
© Poifon. However, the Indians were perfuaded they were poi- 
‘ fon’d, and concluded to apply to fome favifible Power for the 
« Difcovery of the Murderers. I {hall give an Account of this 
. Matter, as it was related by Mr. Woodbridge, in a Letter to 
. Mr. Williams in the following Words, vz. 


« On the 21ft of February 1734,5, in the Afternoon, Capt. 
«© Kunkapot inform’d me, that he was going down to the Lieu- 
‘ senant’s Wigwam, to find out who poifon’d thofe two Men 
‘ that lately died there. I tho’t of nothing further than that 
« they were going to make a proper Search into the Matter ; 
© and therefore faid nothing to diffluade him. About Hight of 
¢ the Clock in the Evening, Edenezer came to me, and told me, 
« they were going to Pawwaw (as we call it) that they might 
© difcover the Murderers that Way ; for they expected that thofe 
‘ who did the Fact would appear to their Priets. 1 immedi- 
< ately rode down to them, found upwards of 40 Indians at the 
© Lieutenant’s Wigwam, + which was {wept clean, good 
* Fires made up, and the Indians feated on each Side of the 
¢ Fires, from End to End of the Wigwam, except a Space of 
« about five or fix Feet, which was Jeft at one End of the Wig- 
© wam, for the Priefts, or Pawwaws. Every Indian had twe 
© Sticks about a Foot and a half long, one of them fplit at the 
¢ End, which they held under their Legs as they fat. When I 
© went in they were all prepar’d for the Exercile ; but had not 
© begun. I afked them, if they were willing I fhould be prefent 
© to fee their Devotion ? And, before they gave me an Anfwer, 
¢ the oldeft Prief lift up his Eyes towards Heaven, and fpake 
* very earneftly ; after which they told me I might be there.. 
‘ They 


+ This Wigwam of the Listenanfy if I mifake not, is about se or 60. Feet 
wn. Length, 
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‘ They began with rapping their Sticks, and finging ; their 
© eldeft Prief? fitting, and talking, and acting a different Part 
‘ from the Rett. This continu’d about an Hour. Vhen the 
* Prief rofe up, and threw off all his Cloaths, except the Flap 
* that cover’d his Nakednefs: And then, naked, pafs’d from 
* one End of the Wigwam to the other, with his Eyes faft fhut, 
* feeming to be in the utmoft Agony ; ufed all the frightful 
‘ Motions and diftorted Geftures imaginable. This continu’d 
< about another Hour, Then the firft Prief, being beat out, re- 
* tir’d, and a fecond rofe, and a¢ted the fame Part; fo a third, 
© and afourth. is continu’d all Night, without any Inter- 
“ miffion, except fome fhort Intervals, in which they fmoak’d 
‘ a Pipe; and fome Times, for a fhort Space, they all got up 
* and danc’d. 


* After I had feen thefe Things, (which it is impoffible to 
* defcribe) I took anOpportunity to inform them,how improper 
* fuch aMethod of Worfhip was ; how finful & difpleafing to the 
‘ great God. Upon which they told me, they knew no Harm 
* in it; they made their Application to the great God, and to 
no other. I inform’d them, that God was not to be worfhip’d 
in fuch a Manner. And when! had inftructed them as well 
* as I could, they refolv’d never to do fo any more : And thofe 
¢ of them who had been beft taught were much troubled, that 
© they had taken fo wrong a Step.” Thus far Mr. Woodbridge. 


Mir. SERGEANT goes on and obferves, that the Indians us’d to 
to have an high Opinion of thefe Pawwaws, (whofe Character 
anfwers pretty well to the vulgar Notions of Wizards and Con- 
gurers) and tell Stories of the great Feats which they can do. 
However, they confefs they have no Power over Chriftians. And 
concludes with thefe Words. ‘ There may be fomething, for 
* ought I know, in what they fay : But I am apt to think, they 
* are very much impos’d upon by fuch kind of Pretenders, as 
* the Reft of the ignorant Part of the World is.’ 


In the Beginning of February, Ebenezer vifited Mr. SercEant 
at New- Haven, by whom he wrote another Letter to the Indians. 


ad 
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Some Paffages of which are as follows, 


Te 
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To all my good Friends the Kiver-Indians at Houfalunnuk, 


Health, &e. 


¢ Tam very glad to hear that you are all well, and that all 
¢ Things go well with you. My Heart is with you, tho’ lam 
« fo far diftant from you: But the greateft Pleafure of all is, 
‘ that you have it yet in your Hearts to become Chriffians. 
¢ When I had heard, that you concluded in your late general 
‘ Meeting to embrace Chriftianity, it was more pleafing to me 
¢ than cold Water to a thirfty Man in the Heat of Summer, or 
‘ a plentiful Meal to one almoft ftlarv’d with Hunger, or good 
¢ Succefs to one who. has hunted a great While in vain. 


‘ I] hope you will be a wife and knowing People, and that you: 
ct i 4 


¢ will learn to know the érue God, the Maker ot all Things, and 
* the Governor of them ; and to know Yefus Chri the Son of 
© God, and Saviour of Men, It cannot be Jong before both 
© you and I muft die, and give an Account of ourfelves to the 
‘ great God, who is high above all. Oh! how fhall we 
« blame ourfelves for ever, if we neglect our prefent Opportu- 


© nity of preparing ourfelves for Death! But on the contrary,. 


* how glad fhall we be, even to die,that we may go to God, and 
© to Fefus Christ who died for us, if we are careful now to pleafe 
* God, and to prepare ourfelves for Heaven! O that I could 
© make you fenfible of the Importance of thefe Things! I hope 
* to fee you again,and to inftruct you more fully in thefe Things : 
¢ But in the mean Time, I pray you, for your Soul’s Sake, to 
© embrace theCriftianReligion,and make ufe of theAdvantages 
* God gives you to learn theTruth,and to obey it. I pray the 
* great God to blefs you in this World, with all good Things ; 
* and, in the World to come, to beftow on you eternal Life. 
© This is the hearty Prayer of your affur’d Friend.’ 


| New- Haven, JOHN. SERGEANT. 
February 4th. 173445. 


About the Middle of February is the Time, when the Indians: 


of Houfatunnuk \eave their Habitation, and go, with their Fami- 


Jies:into the Woods, to make their Year’s Stock of Sugar; and: 


the Seafon for this Bufinefs lafts tillthe End of March, and {ome 
Times to the Middle of April, 


ITF Z 


Therefore, . 
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Therefore, when the Indians went into the Woods, and took 
their Children with them, Mr. Woodbridge, their Shool-Mafter, 


made a Vifit to his Friends at Springfield. By him the Indians 


wrote a Letter to fome of the Minifters of the County; inform- 
ing them, that tho’ their Bufinefs now call’d them, with their 
Families, abroad ; yet, in a little Time, they fhould return again 
with their Families, to their Habitations, and receive further In- 
firuction ; and defir’d, that their Remove might not be interpre- 
ted, as tho’ they were difaffected to the Chriftian Religion ; and 
expre{s’d their Refolution to proceed in it, and to ufe their further 
Endeavours to increafe in Chriftian Knowledge, when they fhould 
return from their Bufinefs of making Sugar. * 


To 


* The Indians make their Sugar of the Sap of Maple Trees. They extraé the 
Sap by cutting the Tree on one Side, in fuch a Form as that the Sap will 
naturally gather into a {mall Channel at the Bottom of the Hole cut; where 
they fix into the Tree a fmall Chip, of 6 or 8 Inches long, which carries the 
Sap off from the ‘Tree, into a Veilel fet to receive it. ‘Thus they tap a 
Number of Trees; and, when the Veflels are full, they gather the Sap, and 
boil it to fuch a Degree of Confiftence, as to make Sugar, After it is boil’d, 
they take it off the Fire, and ftir ic till it is cold, which is their Way of 
graining it. ‘The Sugar is very good, of a very agreable Tafte, and efteem- 
ed the moft wholefome of any. It might doubtlefs be made in great Plenty ; 
and, I cannot but think, to the great Profit of the Undertakers, If fome 
Man would build him a Sugar-Hou/e, and provide a fet of Boilers, and other 
Utenfils as they have in the We/t-Indiers, 1 am perfuaded he would find his 
Account in it, beyond what thofe in the We/?-Indies can do. For the Gen- 
tleman, who hath a Plantation in the Weft-Indies, 1s at great Expence in pre- 
paring his Ground; planting his Cave, and cultivating it for more than a 
Year, before it is fit for Ufe : in cutting, triming, and toping it; forMills to 
‘grind it ; and not till all this be done is theSap of theCaze ready for boiling. 
All this Charge might be fubftraéted from the Gentleman’s Account, who 
ufes Maple Trees inftead of Cane, except the Expence of taping the ‘Trees, and 
gathering the Sap, which is as nothing compar’d with the other. 

dt is true indeed, that the Sap of Map/e Trees is not fo rich as that of the Sugar 
Cane ; but I fuppofe the Difproportion is not Zy far fo great as that of the 
Expence. For, I have been inform’d that two Men, under the Difadvan- 
tage of boiling it in two Kettles, and in the open Air, have, in a good Sea- 

* fon, made a Barrel in a Week. What then would a Number of Hands do, 
with a Sett of Weff-India Boilers, Coolers, and other Advantages of Difpatch, 
which they are furnifh’d with? Trees fit for this Bufinefs are very plenty, in 
the vaft uncultivated Wildernefs between Conne4icut and Hud/on’s Rivers, as 
alfo in all the Northern Borders of this Province. And, could the one Half 
of them be us’d, I fuppofe they would more than furnifh all the Britifo 
Colonies upon the Continent with Sugar. 


The 
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To this Letter the Minifers wrote an An{wer, April 10.1735. 

xpreffing the Satisfaction they took in the good Difpofition of 
the Indians, and their Refolution exprefs’d in the Letter they had 
receiv’d from them, and their Willingnefs to contribute to their 
Advantage, as faras was in their Power. 


In the Beginning of May, feveral of the Indians went to New=_ 
Haven, and waited upon Mr. Serceant to Heufatunnuk. ‘The 
Account of which I chufe to give in his own Words. 


© May the 6th. Came Capt. Kunkapot, Lieut. Umpachenee, his 
© Brother Fobtobkubkoowaunt, and Ebenezer, to New-Haven, to 
‘ wait upon me up, and to carry the Boys back, who had been 
‘with me all Winter. The Lads had learnt to read and write 
© Englifo very well,fortheTime.  obtehkuboonaunt had been a 
‘ very vicious Fellow, and a very ‘bites Enemy to the Gofpel ; 
‘ bur a little before this he came {trangely about, and was much 
‘in Favour-of the Chriftian Religion ; undertook to learn to 
- read, and made‘extraordinary Proficiency in it.-—— 

¢ J entertain’d thefe Men with as much Refpect, and Kindnefs, 
¢ as I could; fhew’d them our Library, and the Rarities of the 
‘. College ; with, which they feem’d to be well pleas’d ; and be- 
‘ hav’d themfelves, while they were there, well, and with much 
© Decency. 


May the 8th. Mr. Serceant left New-Haven (thofe Men 


accompanying him) and got to Houfatunnuk on the 1oth, at 
Night. 


BE -Lord’s- 


The Molaffes that is made of this Fat Is exceeding good, and confiderably 
refembles Honey. ‘Three, or, at moft, four Barrels oF this Sap reduc’d to 
one, by boiling, will ferment, and imialdes a very pleafant Drink, which is 
fufficiently /pirituous ; and, I fuppofe,by being diftill’d,would make excellent 
Rum; tho’ the Experiment has not, that I know of, been yet made. 

The Trees, after they have been us’d 3 or 4 Years faccetlively, muit then refk 
as many Years ; and after they are recruited ferve again, as well, or better 
than ever. ‘The fecond and third Years they are better than the firft, be- 
caufe then the Sap is richer than at firft, tho’ not quite fo plenteous. 

The Seafon for this Bufinefs is from the Beginning of February to the End of 
March. A’"Time when People are as much at Lcifare as éver. 

Would it not therefore be prudent, for thofe who have a fufficient Number of 
thefe Trees, on their new Farms, to fpare them, and ufe’them from Year to 
Year, to fupply themfelves with thofe Commodities ? 
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© Lora’s-Day, May the 11th. 1 preach’d to an Auditory of 
‘about 20 in Number, who eave great Attention, and fome of 
‘ them were very much affected with what I faid. The Lieute- 
nant’s Wife wept almolt all the Time. And others of them 
frequently fhed Tears, efpecially the Captain ‘was often very 
‘ much: affected. ~ 

© The Indians now feem’d to be ina very good Temper, and, 
‘as I was told, had the greate{t Opinion of, and Love for-me. 
‘ —Now the Jzdians were parted again from the School-Houfe ; 
* and liv’d fome of them at Waabktukook,and fome at Skatekook ; 
* for at thofe Places they planted their Corn and Beans, which 
“is all the Hufbandry they carry on. For the Reft of their 
‘ Living they depend upon Hunting. 


a 


wn 


During Mr. Serceant’s thort Varry with the [adians, (which 
was but 16 Days) he and Mr. Woodbridge both kept School s 
one at one Place, and the other at the other; each taking his 
Turn a Week ata Place. The Week Mr. Serceanr kept at 
Wnachktukook, he liv’d at Kuakapot’s Houfe, and was very well 
entertain’d., 


_May 26th. Mr. Sercean' return’d again ‘to his Bufinefs at 
New-Flaven, form whence’ he wrote the following ‘Letter to'the 
Rev. Dr. Colman, one of the Commiffioners at Bofton. | 


New- Haven, June 3. A.D. 1735. 
Reverend Sir, 

© Though I am not fo happy as to have much perfonal Ac- 
* quaintance with you, yet your known Character in general, 
‘ and efpecially. your Relation to the Affair I have been engag’d 
“in, has made me hope, I fhall have your Pardon for the 

* Trouble I now give you. 
‘ Tis bute lately I return’d from Hou/atunnuk, and I doubr 
* not, but you will rejoice to be inform’d of the happy Succefs, 
© God has been pleafs’d to blefs the Endeavours with, that have 
* been us’d to convert the Heathen there to the: Chriftian Faith. 
‘ TheDefign has‘hitherto fucceeded ‘beyond Expectation. They 
‘ are, I think, now'refolv’d to be Chriftians, and are’earneltly 
‘ defirous to be taught. The Fondnefs they fhew for me is 
* furprizing.; and .confidering how much a Stranger I -am ‘to 
them, their own barbarous’Education, and how little I shine 
* done 
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done to win them, there appears: fomething more than humane 
init. And I think they are now.in. a better Difpofition than 
J left them in laft Fall. 

* fam very willing (if the Gentlemen Cemziffioners pleafe) to 
devote myLife to the Service of their Souls. And if God fhall 
aive Succefs in it, it will be the greateft Satisfaction to me. 
-—There is now, and I hope will be, Work enoveh for two 5 
I hope therefore Mr. Woodbridge will be maintain’d, there 
with me. 


© Tam fenfible, that one Hundred Pounds will but juft pay the 


neceffary Charges of living , for the Neceffaries of Life are, 


and mutt be, dear in this remote Part of the Country. Butt 
make myfelf eafy in the Matter, affuring myfelf, that (if there 
be any Money).the Gentlemen betrufted with the Affair will 
do what is reafonable. Money alone isino Temptation to me, 
at all, to devote myfelf to fuch a Life; yet l think it but 
reafonable to expect to be fupported, fo. as to have no other 
Care, than the Bufinefs I fhall go upon, 
‘ Some of the Indians (1 perceive) have aMind to be apliz’d. 
Kunkapot, efpecially, who appears to me well qualify’d for it. 
I have therefore tho’t it would be convenient, I fhould be 
ordain’d fpeedily ; at leaft, as foon as 1 am difmifs’d fromthe 
Concerns of the College. I would gladly be inform’d whether 
it will be expected I fhou’d come.to, Baffon for that Purpofe. 
To be ordain’d here will be more convenient for me, and lefs 
E.xpenfive. | 
‘ The Lads, I brought down, liv’d here with meJaft Winter, 
upon my Credit, ‘The Charge has amounted to fomething 
confiderable, too much for me, under my. prefent, Circumftan- 
ces, to bear alone; tho’, were | able, I fhould. gladly beftow 
my Money that. Way.. 
“If you will pleafe to return a Line in Anfwer to, thee, I fhall 
efteem it a great Honour and Favour done. to 
Reverend Si, 
Your moft humble and obedient Servant, 
JOHN SERGEANT. 


Mr, Sercean.r’s felf-denying, generous,and pious Behaviour, 


difcover’d in devoting himfelf to the Service of the Souls of 
the poor Heathen, as akove, rais’d him. very high in the Efteem 
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of many. Nor do I think that the Rev. Dr. Colman exceeded 
due Bounds, when he exprefs’d it in the following Letter, and 
encouraged and iftrengthen’d Mr. Serceant in his laudable 


Undertaking. 


Bofton, Fune 18th 1735, 
: Reverend and dear Sir, 
* Your Letter of the 3d Inftant, js very welcome & obliging 
to me, 
© f thall think, myfelf happy and honoured in your Acquain- 
* tance.— Our Efteem of Mir. Serceanr is not to be exprefs’d, 
* who can chearfully deny himfelf for the Service of Christ, and 
* the Souls that may look mean among Men, but are precious 
* in theSight-of God, and therefore in your’s. As God has won- 
* derfully fpirited you, fo he owns, and, I truft, will own you 
‘ more and more. I {hall efteem it our Duty here to do.all we 
" can to affift you.— You are high in the Heart of Governor 
© Belcher, and all the Commiffioners. I have read your Letter to 
* him, but our publick Affairs will not allow us a Meeting pre- 
* fently. I cannot therefore an{wer to the main Points of your 
“ Letternow. Butas tothat of your afkingOrdination,| judge, with 
* his Excellency, that it will be fit you fhould ipeedily afk, and 
receive it, and have ir where you are. Ic will be upon all 
Accounts moft proper and convenient. And may you have.a 
more abuadant Entrance given you, among the Heathen, when 
you return to them. 3 , 
* I have taken Leave, this Morning, to infert in a Letter to 
* a Gentleman in Loadon, a Copy of your’s to me. The Gen- 
‘ tleman, three Years ago, prefs’d me to receive from his Hand 
oye) Security of Twenty Pounds Sterling, per Annum, for ever, 
“‘for'a fourth Miffionary to the Indians on our Borders... Burt ag 
“ I could not fee that the other three were like to benefit the | 
* Papifted Indians,.1 refus’d him ; giving him my Reafons,— | 
* But I have now fhewn him an open and effeffual Door at Flou- § 
© fatunnuk, and faid all I can to fix him, and his noble Charity, 
* on the Miffion thither. If the Gentleman (who will not 
* yet let me name hint) come into my Propoial, it will pleafe 
* me much; and make our Way eafiér. “But, if this fail, I crugt 
* we fhall be able to fupport the good Work of God, begun by 
: you... I would ftrengthen your Heart, and Hand, and hall be 


* 
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« for doing my utmoft, and fo will the Governor, and al} the 
‘ Gentlemen here, I am confident. God give you many 
© Seals of your Miniftry, and make you a fpiritual Father to a 
‘ whole Trise of Souls ; and may a Nation be born in a Day— 
‘ Accept of the fincere and fervent Love of, 
Sir, your Brother and Servant, 
Benjamin Colman. 


Fuly, the 1 1735. Mr. SEacEanr (having difmifs’d his Clafs 
at College) left New-Haven, intending to fpend the Reft of the 
Summer, and indeed of his Life, with the Jndians at Heufatun-- 
nuk, where he arrived on the sth, and the next Sabbath preach'd 
to the Eugli/h, there being no Interpreter prefent. And he, with 
Mr. Woodbridge, went on to keep the School, as before-; one 
above, the other below, changing Place every Week. 


© Lord’s-Day, Fuly 13th. Preach’d to the Jedians, few in 
© Number :—No Man prefent except Kunkapot, who was very 
« much affected, weeping almoft all the Time. The Men were 
* gone into New-York Government, to reap for the Dutch Peo- 
«ple there.’ 

The Indians reaping for the Dutch does not turn to their Ad- 
vantage, (tho’ it might, if they hadPrudence to fave their Wages) 
but proves a Snare to them. For (as Mr. Serceanr. obferves 
in his Journal) when theHarveit is over, the Jvdians atHud/on’s- 
River drink up all-their Wages. But he had the Pleafure to 
hear that nampee, one of his Hearers, on this Occafion, ever- 
came the Temptation, and told the Jndians, at Hudfon’s-River, 
plainly, that he defign’d to go to Heaven, and therefore mutt 
Jeave off fuch Wickednefs. But fome of them, to his great 
Grief, did not come off fo well. Neither is it to be wondered 
at, that Men, who for a long Courfe of Years, have addicted 
themfelves to Excefs, fhould be overcome, when fuch Tempta- 
tions are laid before them by their Brethren, and urg’d on by 
others for the Sake of Gain. 

The Pains fome of the Hou/atunnuk Indians have taken to 
cure themfelves. of this ill Habit, has been very great. And 
fome Inftances there have been of Perfons among them, who, 
when ftrong Drink has been offer’d them, have retus’d to ¢affe of 
it, giving this as a Reafon, vz. that if they once ta/ffe it, they are 
in the utmoft Danger of exceeding the Bqunds of Temperance. 
of ai - August 
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Auguft the 43th. Mr. Sergeant receiv’d a Letter from the 
honourable Adam Winthrop Eq; informing him, that at aMeet- 
ing of the Commiffioners it was propos’d,. ahd agreed) to,, that he 
thould be erdaiwd at Deerfield, when bis Iixcellency Governor 
Belcher fhould come thither, upon a Preaty withthe Judians of 
feveral Tribes, who were to meet him at that Place. The Jn- 
diaus of Houfatunnuk, being fent for by the Governor, fet out for 
Deerfield, about the 18th of 4uguft.. Bur Mr. SercEanr was 
then in Doubt whether he fhould be able to go; as he was taken 
afew Days before with the intermitting Fever, the common Di/- 
temper of ail new Comers ta Houfatunnuk. But on the 26th of 
the Month, he was fo far recover’d of his Tnefs, that he fet out 
for Deerfield, and was there ordained on the Sabbath following. 

The Account I find of Mr. Szerceant’s. Ordination, in his 
‘own Journal, is only this, 


_ Lord’s-Day, Augut 31% 1735, I was ordain’d at Deerfield. 
I hall therefore give the Reader an Account of that Solemnity, 
as I find it in the Preface of the Rev. Mr. /4ppleton’s Sermon, 
preach’d on that Oceafion, and in what is annex’d at the End of 
faid Sermon. | 
: And as it was thought highly proper, according to Mr. 

« Serceant’s Propofal, that he fhould be ordained, fo his E:xcel- 
« Jency the Governor, who is at the Head of the Commiffioners, 
« was pleas’d fo to order the Matter, as to have a very favour- 
‘ able Opportunity for it; for his Excellency, having propos’d 
“a Treaty with fome of the Indian Tribes, at Deerfield, gave 
‘ Orders to the Indians, at Houfatunnuk, to meet him there. 
* Accordingly, the Governor, attended with a large Committee of 
‘ His Majesty's Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives, and many 
* other Gentlemen, was at Deerfield on Augujt 25th. And that 
« Week being taken up in the Treaty with the Jidians, in rati- 
© fying the Peace and Friendfhip between us and them, and in 
* giving and receiving the ufual Pledges, of it ;, and Mr. Ser- 
* GEANT not,coming to Town, till. Friday Evening, it was jude’d 
“ proper to have the Ordination on the Lora’s-Day, which was 
* accordingly carried on, in the Forenoon of faid Day, by the 
“ Rev. Mr. Williams of Hatfeld, and other, Minifters then pre- 
* fent, at the Defire, and in the Prefence of His Excellency and 
< the honourable Gentlemen of the General Court, and thofe that 
attended 
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¢ attended -him thither, together with the Affembly of Chrijtians 
‘.ufually meeting in that Place, andimany of the dudiaus, who 
‘ were grave Spectators jof the Solemnity, and the Hou/atunnuk 
‘ Indians, who fat-by »themielves, and attended throughout ‘the 
« whole Service with great Serioufnefs; and ‘were:much pleas’d 
‘ to fee one they had fuch a Love for, fo folemnly feperated to 
‘ the Service of their Souls.’ | 

As an Introduction to the Ordination, the Rev. Mr. William 
Williams of Hatfield made a ‘Speech to:His Excellency the Go- 
vernor, in which he took ‘Notice ‘of God’s inclining the Hearts 
of fome generous Perfons in Great- Britain, by their charitable 
Donations, to feek the Salvation of the benighted Heathen , and 
of ‘it’s being fiibmited tothe Direction of an honourable Corpa- 
vation there; andithat by them a Number of ‘Hionourable and 
Reverend Commiffioners (of which His Excellency is at the Mead) 
were here appointed forsthe fame End); and of their having 
found a fuitable Perfon for the Inftruétion of the Lzdtans, ot 
which thofe at Houfatunnuk were defirous : And humbly aik’d, 
if it ‘were His Eyxcellency’s Pleafure, ‘that the Paftors then con- 
vend fhould ‘proceed to fet him a-part for that Work. 

To which His ‘Exsellency manifefted-his Approbation. 

Then’ he obferv’d toMr. Sexcrant, that he now underftood 
His Excellency, in the Name of the Commiffioners, defir’d him to 
take upon him ‘the Miniiry, and Service of a Miffionary to the 
Foufatunnuk-Indians , and afk’d him, if he were willing to de- 
vote himfelf to that Work ? | 

To which Mr. Sercranr gave his Confent. 

TheOrdination then was proceeded'in. And after theFeow/hip 
of Elders was given, the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams ot Spring field,, 
by-an Interpreter, afk’d the Jndzans, if they were willing to re- 
ceive Mr. SerGEANT, thus folemnly fet a-part to the Work, as. 
their Leacher 2 | 

To which they manifefted their Willingnels by rifing’ up. 


After the fhort Account Mr. Sercrant gave of his Ordina- 
tion, as above, he in his Journal adds, 

‘ The Affair of the Treaty being made publick. I-need fay 
‘nothing of ir. ‘Only I would take Notice, that His Zxcellen- 
‘© cy’s Treatment of our Indians was exceeding grateful to them, 
“and they have conceiy’d the higheft Opinion of the sro 

ere: 
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Here Mr. Serczanrt takes Occafion (from a Quarrel that a- 
rofe between an Indian & his Wife,by which they were upon the 
veryPoint of parting, (tho’ afterwards theDifference was acconi- 
modated, and they liv’d very ‘happily together) to give fome 
Account of the ill Cuftom among the Jndians ‘of parting: after 
they are married. 
‘ The parting of Man and Wife (faith he) is a very common 
* Thing among them. , Indeed it us’d rarely to happen, that a 
* married Couple live together till they are old. And as they 
* ufe but little Ceremony in the. Bufinefs of Marriage, fo they 
‘ make a lefs Thing of parting. 3 
‘ In fuch a Cafe, ’tis their Law, that the Children and all the 
| Houfhold Scuff belong to the¥oman 5 and indeed every Thing 
elfe but the Gun, for that is the Man’s Livelihood. The 
| Man, according to their Cuftom, has no Right to the Chil- 
‘ dren, any more than any other Perfon ‘whatever, 


ta) 


& 
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Then he goes on, 


© After the Treaty was over, I went to New- Haven, and after 
I had paid a Vifit:to my Friends, in New-Ferfey, (his native 
‘ Place) I return’d again to Hou/atunnuk, and brought back the 
Captain's Son fromNew- Haven (for he had been there all-Sum- 
mer) who had, by this Time learnt to {peak and read Lnglifh 
© very, well,—e When I return’d, Mr. Woodbridge was not.here, 
° for being taken fick about the Time I was, when he had a 
¢ little recover’d, he went down to Spring field, for the Confirma- 
‘ tion of his Health ; -but was detain’d there by, Sicknefs, till 
‘fome Time in November. In the mean Time, I. kept: the 
‘ School,_—— | 


£ 
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‘ Lord 5-Day, Oftover 26th. I preach’d as ufual. The Indians 
© fhew’d ereatSatisfaction to fee me, their Minifter, again. I pro- 
| * pos'd Baptifin to the Captain and his family ; who fhew’d him- 
* felf very defirous of it. I went up to hisHoufe, in the Week- 
« lime, to difcourfe with him, and prepare himyfor it, . He is 
| very modeit, but intelligent Man, of great Integrity, and of 
‘a Dlamelefs Converfation ; and, from the very firft of .my 
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* reaching there, feem’d to havea ferious and religious Turn 


of Mind. 
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© His Wife alfo is a very fober good Sort of a Woman. He 
and his Wife gave great Attention to what I faid. . Accord- 
ingly, Lord’s-Day, November-ad. 1 baptiz’d Kunkapot by the 
Name of Fobn, his Wife Mary, and eldeit Daughier. The Reft 
of the Children were not prefent, by Reafon of the Badnefs of 
the Weather. Ihe Candidates fhew’d a ferious Senfe of what 
they were about. It was done in the Prefence of a confidera- 


ble Number, both of Chriffians, and Heathen. 


© November 7th. 1 married Ebenezer & Sarah, lawful Pubhith- 
ment having firft been made ; for he, faid he, being a Chrifiian, 
chofe to be married after the Aug/i/o Manner, which he preter’d 
to their own. | 


© November gth. 1 baptiz’d the Reft of the Captain's Family, 
as alfo Ebenezer’s Son ; in all, five. And now the Lieutenant 
and his Wife propos’d themfelves to Baptifm, the next Lord’s- 
Day. 1 defir’d them to come in theEvening to my Lodgings ; 
and they came, with Ebenezer, their Interpreter. 

¢ I difcours’d very largely, and as particularly as I tho’t pro- 
per, upon all the more important and fundamental Points of 
Belief and Praétice, in the Chriftian Religion. To which they 
ferioufly attended, and were apparently much affected. This 
Converfation the Lieutenant has often fpoken of fince, aS what 
afforded him more Knowledge, than he had ever gain’d by 
all hig former Inftruétion : and from this Time he feems to 
have had a new Heart given him. 


¢ Lord’s-Day, November 16th. I baptiz’d the Lieutenant by the 
Name of Aaron, his Wife Hannah, and the Reft of hisFamily ; 
as alfo the Lieutenant's Wife's Sifter, and Ebenezer’ Wife , in 
all, eleven Perfons. 

© The Lieutenant isa clear-headed [mart Man,of a deep Reach, 
and pleafant Humour ; and is one of the beft Speakers we 
hear; is free in Converfation, and talks excellently well. He 
has entirely left off Drinking to Excefs, and declaims againft 
it; fhews great Compaffion towards the Reft of the Indians, 
and feems heartily to lament their miferableCondition ; wifhes 
they were come to the Knowledge of the Go/pel; is himfelf. 
thro’ly convine’d of the Truth ; and his Knowledge does not 
puff him up. And tho’ he is reckon’d fomewhat haughty, 
yet always fhews himfelf ae and teachable cnough. ‘i 
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“ The Indians, in general, now feem’d more engaged in Re- 
‘ ligion than ever before. I was willing to improve their prefent 
‘Temper, and therefore tarried with them in the Evening, (for 
‘they had now again mov’d with their Families to the School- 
* Eloufe, where they liv’d all Winter) and difcours’d with them 
“feveral Hours, till.indeed I was afraid I thould tire their Pa- 
“tience. However, when I told them, I was unwilling to be 
* tedious to them, they anfwer’d, they were glad to hear, and 
* fhould never be tir’d with hearing thofeThings. I endeavour’d 
* to give them a fhort View of the whole Scheme of Chriftianity. 
* They gave good Attention, and appear’d well pleas’d.. . [And 
‘ this I practis’d for feveral Lord’s- Day Evenings following. ] 
‘ And-when I had done, Wnampee and his Wife propos’d them- 
‘ felves to Baptifm the next Lord’s- Day.———2 3d. I baptiz’d 
“ Wnampee, his Wife, and Family; the Lieutenant’s Brother 
‘ Lobtobkukhoonaut with fome others ; in all, eleven Souls. 
* Saturday of this Week came a Sufquabannab Indian, who in- 


* deed. is.a remarkable Fellow; he continu’d with us about a. - 
* Month ; attended conftantly upon Preaching, gave great At- | 
< : 


tention, and behav’d himfelf very well while he was here. 


* Lord’s-Day, November 30th. In the Evening, I ftay’d at 

the School- Houfe to difcourfe with the Izdians. Unnagaunut, 

the Sa/quakannah Indian, was prefent. 1 therefore fhap’d my 

* Difcourfle, in fomeMeafure, for his InftruGtion 5 endeavouring 

© to fhew the Advantage, and Neceflity of Revelation, and the 

“ peculiar Exxcellencies of the Chriftian Religion. This Stranger 

* mightily approv’d of what I faid.” He was formerly very vi- 

* cious, tho? a Man of good Senfe, and fpake a little Dutcd. 
The Indians generally own the Difference between moralGood, 

and Evil, as-alfo afuture State of Rewards, and Punifhments. 

“ And I fuppofe that he, being a Man of fome Curiofity, and 

‘ underltanding a little Dutch, might have fome better Notions * 
‘ of thefe Things than the Indians commonly have. And per- . 
* haps, had _fome Knowledge of the peculiar Doctrines of the 
* Chriftian Religion, He had certainly experienc’d fornething 
“ more than ordinary, whereby he had been chane’d from a 
* very vicious, drunken Fellow, to a fober Man. He told me 

‘ fundry ftrange Things, that had befallen him. He is Certain- 
* Jy a very different Man from what he us’d to be, He is now 
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a very temperate, rational, thinking Man, and has not only left 
off drinking to Excefs, but drinks no ftrong Drink at all.” 


‘ Lora’s-Day, December oth. I baptiz’d nine more Perfons. 
About this Time the Indians agreed to have no Trading in 
Rum which they remained by, 


‘ Lord’s-Day 14th. I baptiz’d Nawnawnekenuk, a principal 


Man, of a very good Temper and Senfe, honeft, faithful, and 
obliging. 


‘ Lord’s-Day 21. There being no Interpreter, I preach’d to 
the Haglfh only. 

‘ About this Time, fome of our Jndians came to me, and de- 
fired my Opinion about a ‘certain Cu/tom they have and call 
Keuttkaw, or a Dance. I afk’d them, if there were any Reli- 
gion init’ They anfwer’d No; but that it was only a civil 
Cuftom of. their Nation. However, if I difapprov’d of ir, 
they would omit it. I told them, if there was nothing more 
in the Matter, I faw no Harm in it, and I thould be glad of 
an Opportunity to fee fome of their People here: But was 
afraid they would fall to Drinking, and inltead of doing Ho- 
nour to the Religion they were now Profeffors of (which was 
their Duty) they would fcandalife it before Strangers. They 
promifed me there fhould be no Drinking ; that they would 
carefully abftain from it themfelves, and, when they fent to 
invite fome of their Friends to the Keutikaw, fhould forbid 
their bringing any Rum. They us°d always upen fuch Occafiens 
to have Plenty of firong Drink, and always made a drunkenFrolick 
of it, in the End, 


* Lord’s-Day, Fanuary 18th. 1 preach’d at the Liewtenant’s 
Houfe, to an Auditory of 80 or go, about one Half being 
Strangers. I preach’d a Difcourfe fuitable for the Occafion, 
and afterwards fat and difcourfed with them for a confiderable 
Time. © They heard with Attention, and I have Reafon to 
thiak with Approbation ; for I heard fome of the elderly Per- 
fons exprefs’d themfelves much in Favour of the Chriftian 
Religion 5. with’d our Indians might go on and profper: and, 
fome faid, they would come & live here. And two Families 
did ftay, and are here now. Unnageunut alfo left two Sons here 
in the School, both likely young Fellows ; one, efpecially,. is 

F 2 © extraordinary, 
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© extraordinary, and learns at a prodigious Rate. So that we 
* had now ten Souls added to our Number, The Number of 
_* Scholars is upwards of 40, befides fome elderly Perfons, who 
‘ have made Attempts to learn to read. 

‘ The Keutikaw is a Dance which finifhes the Mourning fer 
© the Dead, and+s celebrated about twelve Months after. the 
© Deceafe, when the Guefts invited make Prefents to the Rela- 
* tions of the Deceas’d, to make up their Lofs, and to end their 
‘ Mourning. The Manner of doing it is this, The Prefents 
‘ prepar’d are deliver’d to a Speaker, appointed for thePurpofe ; 
* who, Jaying them upon the Shoulders of fome elderly Perfons, 
« makes a Speech, fhewing the Defign of their prefentMeeting, 
“and of the Prefents prepar’d. Then he takes them and diftri- 
* butes them to the Aourners,adding fome Words of Confolation, 
* and defiring them to forget their Sorrow, and accept of thofe 
* Prefents to make up their Lofs. After this, they eat toge- 
* ther, and make Merry. : 
© Our Indians kept to their Refolution about Drinking, much 
beyond my Expectation ; for they always us’d to get Drunk 
* upon fuch Occafions ; but we had now but very little Drink- 
‘ing. The Behaviour of our Jzdians was much taken Notice 
of by the Strangers ; there being a very obfervable Reforma- 
“ tion in their Manners. The Lieutenant fignaliz’d himfelf, not 
only by abftaining fromExcefs himfelf, but by exhorting others 
alfo to ufe with Moderation, what ftrong Drink they were 
‘ allow’d. Unnagqaunut was alfo here, and was very ferviceable 
* in keeping good Order. 

By what I have here tranfcrib’d, from Mr. SErGEANT’s Jour- 
nal, the Reader will be fenfible, that the Judians had a great Re- 
{pect for him, and were difpofed to afk, and fubmit to, his Ad- 
vice in every Thing, their own ancient Cuftoms not excepted ; 
that Mir. SERGEANT was very induftrious and faithful in pro- 
moting their temporal and eternal Good; and that the Blefling 
of God abundantly tucceeded his Endeavours. 

It was then but little more than a Year fince thofe Indians 
were in the Depth of Heatbeni/o Ignorance and Darknefs,wholly 
unacquainted with the firft Principles of Chriftianity, and without 
God in the World. But, in that fhort Space, many of them had 
gain’d fuch Degrees of Knowledge, in thePrinciples of Religion, 

| | that 
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-that they were become in Mr. SeRGEANT’S Opinion, (who.was 
a good Judge) fit Subjects of Bapiijm. And they, with their 
Children, tothe Number of 40, were baptiz'd by him,.in little 
more than two Months after his Ordination. The Number of 
their Inhabitants, and of their Scholars in the School, was alfo 
increas’d. 

Thefe Things greatly refrefh’d Mr, SeRGEANT'S Spirits, and 
were no fmall Encouragement to him, in his difficult Work. 
They were alfo Matter of Admiration to others, and the Occa- 
fion of many Thankfgivings to God, whofe Power and Grace 
were manifeft, in turning thofe peer People from Darkne/s to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan to God. 

‘And as many rejoic’d to fee Mr. SERGEANT chearfully devote 
himfelf to the Service of Cri, in this felf-denying Work, and 
to hear of the glorious Succefs he was favour'd with in it ; fo 
they faid many kind and endearing Things to him by their Let- 
ters, And the Reader will not, I truit, be difpleas’d, if I 
tranfcribe fome Paflages out of them. 

The Rev. Dr. Colman, in a Letter November 18. 1735. fays, 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

¢ Ir is not eafy to tell you, how much we have rejoic’d here, 
‘in your Ordination to the good and great Work into which 
« you have entered. May the Confolations of God refrefh 
«and enlarge your Soul from Time to Time, in all your Self- 
« denials for the Sake of his Name, and of the dear Souls, for 
< whom you are labouring. I have read with great Pleafure 
‘ your firft Difcourfe to thofe poor Natives, and have ventur’d 
<a Copy of it tothe Earl of Egmont, and the Affociates of the 
« Jate eminent Dr. Bray:at London. I have obferv’a to his 
‘ Lordfhip, that yours is a proper Original; and how juftly 
‘ adapted to the Genius and Capacity of the Savages ! May 
¢ God make you a Father to them, to deget them to Chrift by the 

© Go/pel. I gave fome Account to the excellent Dr. Watts, 
- of London, of the ftrange Difpolition of the Houfatunnuk Tribe 
‘¢ to receive the Gofpel, and of the good Spirit on you, to leave 
< the College, and go among them. He anfwers me, that he ts 
always looking out to any Quarter of the World for fuch Ap- 
‘ pearances. May Fe/us (ays he) the Head of the Church and of 
* Nations, atiend your young Miffionary with extraordinary Affijt- 
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“ance, and Succefs. Methinks (added he) I love bim upon ‘your 
* Report, for bis Couraze and Zeal. 

© Let your Heart, dear Sir, be encourag’d, and your Hands 
© ftrengthen’d by the Love and Prayers of Men of God at fuch 
* a Diftance from you. They hear of you, and rejoyce and 
* blefs you, of whom you neither hear nor think. 

* T have lately receiv’d a Letter, and a Gift, from the honour- 
able Samuel Holden of London II give you a Hint of both. 
* In his Letter he fays to me, J bles God I have no Views inLife, 
* but to honour God, ty improving all my Circumftances to promote 
* bis Intereft in the World--and the Good of my Fellow: Creatures. 
“ Nor do I know any Circumftance bere below to invite my Stay. 
“ LPve liv’d long enough to Jee ail Emptinefs and Vanity, 8c. 

* This moft pious Man has remitted me a confiderable Gift, 
* Pare of which I have already receiv’d. He defires me to 
* difpofe of it, in fuch aManner as may be molt for theHonour 
* of God, in promoting the Knowledge & Pradice of Religion, 
* or in Relief of the necefficous Members of Fefus Chrift. If 
© MroSzrceant, andMr. Woodbridge, your Brother, and: Com- 

“ panion, in the Kingdom and Patience of Fefus Chrift, have Need 
‘.of Five Pounds each, of this Donation, pleafe to give your 
* Order how I fhall pay or remit it to you. Ido (with great 
* Pleafure & Thankfulnefs to God) make the Offer of it,— 

* Pray for Mr. Holden, and His, for Me alfo, and Mine, 
© Mercy, Grace, and Peace be multiply’d to you, and to the 
‘ Families you ferve. May they be blefs’d in him, the glorious 
© Sezd, in whom theFamilies of the Earth are bleffed. Amen, &c. 


His Excellency Governor Belcher, in a Letter of January. 20, 
1735,0.. exprefles himfelf in a moft kind ‘and friendly Manner : 
——And towards the Clofe of his Letter, fays to him; ¢ Set 
* before you the Example of the great Apoftle of the Gentiles, 
‘ for your Imitation, that you may approve yourfelf a2 chofen 
« Vefel unto Chritt, to bear bis Name to thofe that are perifoing 
“* for lack of Vifion. And may you, Sir, be honour’d of God, 
“ by being made an Inftrument of taking the Scales from their 
‘ Eyes, May you. be wife to win their Souls, and be able to 
* fay to them, Jn Chrift Jejus have I begotten you thro’ the Gofpel. 
* For thefe Things will I bow my Knees, and liftup my Heart 
* tohim, with whom is the Refidue of the Spirit, &c,.” 


1735 Hiftorical Memoirs, &c. 41 


The Rev, Mr. Appleton of Cambridge alfo, in a Letter of 


February 25. ufes thefe Expreffions. 


Ld 


ta] 


‘———As it was with great Pleafure, that I faw you fo freely 


furrender up yourfelf to the Service of Ye/us Chri/?, and of the 
Souls of the poor Indians ; fo L take this Opportunity to let 
you know, how much I rejoice to hear of the wonderful 
Succefs of your Labours among them. | 

‘ This is one of the beft Tokens you can have, that God is 
with you of a Truth : For what can be a furer Mark of the 
promifed Prefence of Chrift, than his fpiriting you to preach, 
and opening their Hearts to receive ? Therefore you muftnot 
complain of Solitude, when you hear Chri? faying fo plainly to 
you, Lo Lam with you. Give my hearty Refpects to Mr. 
Woodbridge. I heartily commend you both to the Grace 
of God, earneftly praying that the great Lord of the Harveft, 
who has fent you forth, would continue to ftrengthen your 
Hands, and encourage your Heart, by increasing the Fruit of your 
Labours:; and that thefe poor, neglected, perifhing People, 
may be your Foy for the prefent, and your Crown in the Day 
of ChriSt’s Appearing, &c. 

Mr. Serceant, by Reafon of Horry in Bufinefs, kept Copies 


of but very few of the Letters he wrote. Iam not theretore 
abie to infert his: Anfwer, either to. His Excellency, or to the 
Rev. Mr. Appleton : But, having obtain’d the Originals written 
to the Rev. Dr.. Colman, fhall gratify the Reader with Mr. 
SERGEANT’s An{wer to the foregoing Letter from the Dogor. 


Reverena Sir, 

‘ Your Favourief: the 18th of November I receiv’d a few 
Days ago, which ftill.adds»to the Obligation to Gratitude 1. 
was laid under by your former, which was accompany’d with 
avery acceptable Prefent, for which I now return you my 
moft hearty Thanks. 

* IE doubt not but God, in his infinite Mercy, hears the Prayers 
of good Men, daily: put up to him, for Succefs in the Caufe 
of Crit, in whichol have the Honour:tosbe engag’d. 
Next to the Blefling of God on my Endeavours, the Prayers 
and good Wifhes of Men of God, yeild me the greateft Satis- 
tisfaction, In their Favour I feem to enjoy the Pleafure” of 
Society, in the deepeft Solitude. 
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© T with T were worthy of the Love of fo excellent a Man as 
Dr. Watts, whom all love and admire. And if I may be 
tho’t worthy, in any Meafure, to deferve the good Opinion of 
my Fellow-Men, it is not a little owing to the Doétor’s inge- 
nious Writings, which have the Force to charm the Mind to 
the Love of Virtue and Piety, and to infufe his own Spirit 
into his Readers. My firit Difcourfe to them (the Indians) 
Thad no Thought of ever being read by any but myfelt, but 
had I attempted its Amendment, perhaps, I {hould have made 
it worfe. 

‘ God has been pleas’d to crown our Labours with furprizing, 
and unexpected Succefs. I have daptiz’d almoft 40 Perfons,* 
Infants and Adult. I hope the Adult have a pretty good Un- 
derftanding of the main and fundamental Doétrines 
of the holy Religion, into which they have been bap- 
tiz’d. And I always endeavour’d to poffefs their Minds with 
the moft ferious Senfe of what they were about, when they 
enter’d themfelves the Di/ciples of Chriff. Their whole Hearts 
feem’d to be engag’d in the Matter’: And I have Reafon to 
think, that the Imperfection of their Knowledge is made up 
by their Zeal and Integrity. Thofe who have been baptiz’d 
have behav’d very well, tho’ they have, feveral Times, 
been tempted to exceed the Rules of Temperance, by 
Offers of itrong Drink, which us’d to. be their beloved De- 
ftruction. They feem’d to be furpriz’d with theChange.they find 
in themfelves ; expreffing the Difference between their former 
State, and the prefent, by Infancy and Manhood, dreaming 
and being awake, Darknefs & Light, and the like Metaphors. 
I pray God, the Day Star that feems to be arifen in their Hearts, 
may fine more and more to the perfect Day. 

* Icthank you for your kind Offer of the Donation from that 
pious, and generous Gentleman you mention. I thank God, 
I do not want myfelf. But two Indian Lads live with me ; 
and about ¢hree Pounds | defign to {pend upon thefe, or fome 
others, that may aflift me in learning the Language; which T 
cannot well, afford, without the Affiftance of Charity. — If 
therefore you will be pleas’d to remit to me, by the Bearer, 
what you offer’d, I fhall accept it with great Thankfulnefs 
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* He might have faid quite, as appears by the following Account. 
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* and J think it would be laid out.very profitably. in the Way I 
© have mentioned. Pray for me, for our new Profelites, and for 
* our whole Tribe. May the Bleffing of the charitable Man de- 
* fcend upon you, and yours. Which jis the hearty Prayer 
Of, (36, 

The Rev. Dr. Colman not only approv’d of the ‘Method, in 
which Mr. Serce anv propos’d to fpend the Money offer’d him, 
but was fo well pleas’d with it, that he doubled the Sum 5 as 
appeals by a Pafiage in the Doétor’s Anfwer of February 6th 
1735,0. 

2 Mh. Matihew Noble brings me to Day your welcome Let- 
‘ ter, of December 26th. And. has receiv’d Ten Pounds for 
* yourfelf, and Five for Mr. Woodbridge. I have doubled the 
* Sum to you, upon reading your Letter, for the affifting you 
* the more in fupporting the two Indian Boys. 

By a Paffage in Mr. SercEanv’s Journal, it feems as if even 
the River- Indians had ,not_ wholly eicap’d being tamper’d with 
by the Romijh Clergy. 


© Fanuary 26th. The Lieutenant afk’d me what I thoucht 
of the Celibacy of the Romifb Clergy, and of their fevere Me- 
thods of doing Penance? I was a little furpriz’d to hear him 
afk fuch a Queftion ; for I did not fuppofe our Indians knew 
any Thing of the Matter. However, I readily told him, that 
thofe Things were vain Inventions of Men; and unprofitable 
Services; that I did not judge any Man; but I was {ure 
no Body was under Obligation to do them; that our Bufinefs 
was to mortify our Lufts and Paffions, and to regulate our 
Lives by the reveal’d Will of God, and not to go beyond 
that. | 
The Indians living in two Places, remote from each other, 
put them tothe Trouble of removing from their proper Habi- 
~ tations in the Winter Seafon ; and laid them under Difadvan- 
tages, as to attending upon the publick Worthip, and theSchool, 
in the Summer. There was therefore; from the Beginning, a 
Defign to accommodate them with Land, that they might all 
fettle in fone ‘Place ; and that there might be Accommodations 
alfo for others of the Tride, who might be difpos’d to come and 
fettle with them. The honourable John Stoddard, Efq; in a 
Letter, wrote to be communicated to the Indians, at their general 


Meeting 
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Meeting at Houfetunnuk, in January 1734,5. mention’d it as 
follows. ee TO | 

‘ Thereis. a Projection (fays he) to get the moft of the 
* great Meadow, above the Mountain of Houfatunnuk for the 
‘ Indians, fo that they may live together, and be able, with Con- 
* venience, to,attend the publick Worthip, and have a School. at’ 
* their Doors : Provided: the’ Government can agree’ with the 
© Angi, who have Lands there, and éan fuit them with Lands 

_* elfewhere.  Thefe Things are great Tokens of Kindnefs to- 
* wards the /ydians, and they fhould be very careful how they 
* puta Shebe upon them’ 

At the Treaty at Deerfield, the fame Thing was Propos’d to 
them, by: Governor Belcher, *——] have been Inform’d, (fays 
' His Excellency) that you live remote froni one another, and that 
* you are not accommodated with Lands fufficient to fupport 
* your Families. This Matter I thall lay before the great 
* Counci of this Government, and recommend to them the giving 
* you Lands for your more convenient and compact Settlement, 
* and what may be enough for your living comfortably upon,’ 

Accordingly, the Governor Jaid this Matter’ before the General 
Alfembly at their Fall Seffion, and gives Mr. Sercranr the 
jollowing Account of it, ina, Letter of Jansary 20th 1735.6, 
‘ I laid before them (the General, Court ) what I had pro- 
* mifed to your little Flock, at the Interview withthem at Deer- 
« field ; and Col. Stoddard, Major Pumroy, and Mr. Juttice In- 
* gerfole,are appointed, by the General Court, to weigh and con- 
* fider all Things and Circumftances, fo as to accommodate my 
* Children at. Houfatunnuk with Land, in thesbeft Manner, 

His Excellency adds, «1 agree with you that fome Englifo 
* Families (if fuch can be found as you mention) be interfpers’d 
“and fettled among the Judians 5. for to! civilize, will be: the 
* readieft Way to chriffianize them.’ 

The Jadians of Houfatunnuk were inform’d of the Steps that 
were taken by the Knglifb, and of . the Committee chofen for the 
above-mention’d End; but had a oreat Jealoufie upon their 
Minds, that the Englifh had fome ijl Defign wpon them; and 


had feveral Confultatiens among themfelves,. what Anfwer they 
fhould make to them when they came up. Why they were 
fo cautious, the Reader. may beft learn from Mr, SERcEANT’s 

Journal, 
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Journal. "It may, (fays'he) perhaps, be wonder’d that there 
‘ fhould be any Difficulty among the Indians in this Affair, 
* But it is the Manner of the Nation to be flow in their Debates, 
cautious in their Determinations, and jealous of their Intereft, 
And the Enemies of the Go/pel (for we have a great many, 
not only among the Jndians in other Places; but alfo among 
pretended Chrifiians ; whofe Godline/s is their Gain) had». been 
very induftrious to throw fumbling Blocks in their Way, and to 
prevent their accepting the Propofal of fettling together. For 
there have not been wanting thofe,and there are fome yet, that 
tell them, our Defign, in this Affair, is only to get the greater 
Advantage of ‘them, and bring them) more into our Power, 
that we may inflave them and their Children. 

But thefe Jealoufies were, in fome good Meafure, remov’d 
by the Pains Mr. Serceanr took to fatisfy them of the kind 
and good Intention of the Englifh towards them; and by the 
Faithfulnefs both of the Committee & Government in that Affair. 


* February voth. (fays Mr. Serceanr) Major Pumroy, and 
« Mr. Ingerfole, two of the Gentlemen appointed by the Govern- 
‘ ment to weigh and confider the Matter of procuring for the 
Indians fome Land, came up here upon that Bufineis.— The 
next Day the Indians, being fent. for, came to meet the Com- 
mittee. And, firft, the Major read the Vote of the A/embly, 
by which the three fore-mentioned Gentlemen were appointed 
a Commitice for this Affair ; and then made a Speech to them 
to the following Purport. 


Friends and Brethren, 
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<The Governor, and’General. Court, appointed us to come up 
to treat with you, ‘and to endeavour td’ fertle’ you together 
upon fome good interval Land, that you may’ better profit by 
your Minifter and School-Mafter: And for this End we two 
are come. Col. Stcddard’s Mother being an aged Woman, 
and fick, prevented’ his coming, and will, we hope, ‘be‘his 
Excufe to you. “But we are come to! promoté' ‘yout civil and: 
religious Intereft.' We'can affure you'of the’ Friendfhip' anc: 
good Will of ‘this Government. Thetefore-tell ‘us’ what will 
fuit; that we may inform the General Court; who will gladly: 
do you good. , | 
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« Then the Committee afk’d, Whether they had a Mind to live 
€ together ? They anfwer’d, 2s ; and fhould be very thankful, 
“ if they might be accommodated for that Purpofe : And faid, 
* they were all agreed. Then they were afk’d, Whether the 
* interval Land above that Mountain (which the Judians call 
* Wauabktukook) would fuit them? They faid very well: And 
* whether they were willing to part with their referv’d Land, 
* below at Scatekook, for an Equivalent above? They anfwer’d 
* Yes. Whether they were willing a Lot fhould be there referv’d 
* for the Mini/ter and School-Majfter ? They faid Yes, by allMeans. 
* Then they were difmifs’d, till the 18th of the Month.’ 

It. muft be here obferv’d, that the Lands at Wuabktukook (alias 
the Great- Meadow) above the Mountain, were comprehended 
in the North Part of a Townfhip, which’ was fome Time ago 
purchafed of the Jadians, and by the General Affembly granted to 
a Number of Proprietors ; except.a fmall Part, which Captain 
Kunkapot, and fome other Jndians there, referv’d for their own 
Ufe; and now live: upon. . What the Geweral Affemfly defign’d, 
was, to agree with thofe Proprietors, who had Land above the 
Mountain, to give up their. Right, and to take Land in other 
Places, as an Equivalent for it: and to grant to the Indians a 
Township fix Miles Square, comprizing the Great-Meadow in 
it; that being the moft fuitable Spot for the Jedians of any that 
could be had ; for they make little or no Ufe of any, but inter- 
val Land. | a. nae 

The Bufinefs therefore of the Committee, in the next Place, 
was with thofe Engli/b, and Dutch People, who held the Land 
above the Mountain; with whom, when they came to difcourfe, 
they found little or, no-Difficulty.; for they were. content with 
the Propofals made, to them of equivalent Lands in‘otherPlaces: 
But there wete two or three Dutch Men, who were feitled above 
the Mountain, and had Lands in the Great-Meadow,. who were 
more dificult. To thofe the Committee made fome very fair 
Propofals, which they took into Confideration. 

The Commitice therefore,upon meeting the Indians on the 18th, 
inform’d them,; that they had confer’d with the Proprietors of 
the Land. above the Mountain, and that there was. a Profpect of 
obtaining thofe Lands for the Indians, according to their Defire ; 
efpecially feeing the Governor, and General Court, were fo very 

| defirous 
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defirous of promoting Religion among them ; that it was not 
now in their Power to fettle them together, but they muft make 
Report of what they had done to the General Affembly 5 who, if 
they approv’d of it, would fend another Committee to accomplith 
the Affair, And then they defir’d to know, Whether the Jadians 
had any Thing further to fay to them! 

The Indians revurn’d them their hearty Thanks for the Pains 
“they had-taken, and for the Trouble they had been at, in profe- 
cuting the Affair : and added, that they had nothing further to 
fay, but only that they defir’d to be fettled together by planting 
Time. 

_ Upon the Report of this Committee, I fuppofe, it was, that’ the 
General Court granted \to the IJadians a Township, fix ‘Miles 
fquare, above the Mountain , comprizing in it Whabktukook, or 
the Great-Meadow. And the fame Gentlemen were appointed 
a Committee to lay out the Land, and to treat further with thofe, 
who wereProprietors of Land,within theLimits of theTownthip, 
to. give them an Equivalent,# to Proportion the Meadow Lands 
to the Indians, and to.do all that was needful that the Indians 
might be put into the quiet Poffeffion of it. By the Grant of 
the General Affembly, Mr. Szrceanr, their Mimifler, and Mr. 
Woodbridge, their School-Mafter, were made Proprietors, each of 
a fixtieth Part of the Township ; and four Engli/h Families be- 
“fides were to be accommodated with fuch a Part as the Committee 
-fhould fee fit: It was upon Mr. Serczant’s Defire, that thofe 
Families were admitted. The Ends he: had in View were, 
not only that He, and Mr. Woodbridge, might have the Comfort 
of their Neighbourhood, and Society ; but efpecially to crvilize 
_and, anglicize.the Indians, and to be.a Help to them in their 
fecular Affairs. | Families, well adapted to anfwer thofe Ends, 
were to be. chofen, and by Col. Steddard’s Approbation (who 
was a good Judge) they were to be admitted. 
April 2oth. Thefe Gentlemen, the honourable Fobu Stoddard, 
Ebenezer Pumroy, and Thomas Ingerfole, Efqrs,; went to 
Houfatunnuk, upon the Bufinefs aflign’d them: by the Court. 
When they met the Indians, they found fome Jealoufies yet re- 
maining upon. their Minds, which it was needful for them, in 
the firft Place, to remove. Of this Matter Mr. SERGEANT, in 
his Journal, gives the following Account. wt 
: © Pe 
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* the Proprietors of feveral Tracts of Land, and fo infifted upon 


© The Indians met the Committee 5 who difcours’d with them, 
informing them of the Intention of the Government, and the 
Defign of their coming up ; reminding them of what was 
agreed upon in the Winter, telling them how far they had 
proceeded already : for they had, before they came up, agreed 
with all the Proprietors in thofe Parts from whence they came . 
and had got 12 or 14: Rights to difpofe of to them. After 
this Lieutenant Umpachenee fpake to the following Purporer, 
That he was very fenfible of the unhappy ‘Circumitances of 
his farmer Life, and of the miferable State of his Nation , 
who, being brought up in the greateft Ignorance and Vice, 
were Objects of Pity : And that he was alfo fenfible of their 
Sreat Obligations to the Axgli/b, tor the Notice that had been 
taken of them: and very thankful for their Care of: them, in 
Providing for their Inftruétion in the Knowledge of the Gofpel, 
and taking Care to have their Children taught to read, and 
for their being brought up in the Chriftian Religion: And 
faid, that for his Part, he was fo fully fenfible of thefe Things, 
that the Confideration of them had fome Times almoft drawn 
Tears from his Eyes : and that, as for himfelf, he thought his 

yes were now open’d, and was well] fatisfied of the Truth of 
the Chriftian Religion, fo far as he underftood it ; tho’ poffibly 
he might be miftaken ; and was only forry he’d had {6 little 
Opportunity to be inftructed ; with’d it had been’ his Happi- 
ne{s to have been brought up in'the Chriftian Religion, as he 
hop’d it would ‘be ‘of his Childrens for he with’d the fame 
Care that had been taken, might be continu’d - Yea, ’twas 
his Defire, that their whole Trive might be brought into the 
fame Way they were in. However, ‘there were two or thtee 
Things, which a ppear’d dark inthis Eyes. He wonder’d they 
had. been neglected fo lone, and defir’d to know the’ trtie 
Spring of the Great Favour, fo fuddenly fhown them, If it 
was from Love and good Will towards them, he, for his Part, 
accepted it with all Thankfulnefs - But, poffibly, there might 
befome fecret Spring; and moving ‘Caufe, he was not acquaint- 
ed with, that micht leflen theirOblieations toGratitude. And 
what ftill tore ttumbled him was, ‘that Major Puimroy, when 
he was here laft Winter, afk’d them feveral Queftions, about 


‘it 
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it to know who they were, and how they came by theirTitles, 
that he was ready to conceive, the Major fufpeéted they had 
no Title at all to the Lands they challenged. If any Gentle- 
man queftion’d them in this Point, they were not able, withouc 
much Trouble in fending for Friends, and providing Witnefles, 
to fatisfy him: Or, if any one fhould infift upon any Thing 
more than the Teftimony of living Witnefles, he confefs’d 
they could prove no Title at all. However, their Titles were 
good, according to their Law and Cuftom in fuch Cafes. 

‘ And another Thing, he could not but wonder at, was, that 
if the Chriftian Religion was fo true and good, as he efteem’d 
it to be, how there fhould be fo many Profeffors of ir, that 
liv’d fuch vicious Lives, and fo contrary to what he was told, 
were the Rules of it. 

© This is the Subftance of what he faid, which he fpake with 
the greateft Karneftnefs. 

© Col. Stoddard an{wer’d him ; informing him, what was the 
Pretence of the firft Augli/b Settlers of America, with Refpect 
to the Propagation of the Go/pel among the Natives of the 
Country ; and what is contain’d in the Charter of this Govern- 


ment, refpecting that Matter : And told him what had been 


done formerly to chriftianize the Indians , particularly by the 
famous Mr. Eliot ; and what Succefs had attended thofe En- 
deavours ; and what is now doing in diverfe Parts of the Pro- 
vince; That the Government had always been ready to promote 
the Go/pel’s Propagation among them: That many Attempts 
had been made, with but too little Succefs: but as foon as ° 
ever it was known, that the Indians at Houfatunnuk had a 
favourable Opinion of the Chriffian Religion, Care was taken 
to have them inftructed. It was their Good, and :that only, © 
that was fought after: And, whatever their Enemies might 
infinuate to the contrary, this was the Spring of what was now 
doing for them. As for the Difficulty which arofe from 
what Major Pumroy had faid, he anfwer’d for himfelf, that it 
was not beccufe he, in the leaft doubted of their Titles to their 
Lands, (which he look’d upon as good) that he enquir’d, who. 
own’d this and that Tract, and how they came by theirTitles ; 
but that it was only to gratify his own Curiolity to know 
their Laws and Cuftoms. 

‘ To 
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© To the third Difficulty the Colonel anfwer’d, that ‘it. was 
‘ indeed a fhameful Thing; but {prung from the Corruption 
* of Men’s Hearts, and not from any Defect in the Rules of 
* Living. tae fied : 

* Then the Lieutenant fpake again, and faid ; perhaps, be- 
* caufe the Land was in great Meafure given them, there might 
‘ hereafter fome Contention arife between their Children and 
* ours ; and that ours would look upon themfelves to have a 
* Superiority over theirs, becaufe the Land was given them. 

‘ He defir’d therefore to know, how their Titles would be 
* afcertain’d ; and what Security they could have, that their 
* Children would be free. 


* To this the Col. anfwer’d, that they would have their Titles 
“ in the fame Manner that all the People in the Government had ; 
* that therefore they had no more-Reafon to fear, that Advan- 
* tage would be taken againft them, than any Boay elfe: that 
‘ the fame Laws which+proteéted others, in their Properties, 
* would protect them: That there were Laws made peculiarly 
* in Favour of the Indians, which they would have the Benefit 
* of : that what will be, none can certainly tell, but, from what: 
« has been, we may reafonably hope, that the fame Favour will: 
* be continu’d. But after all, they would be entirely at their 
* Liberty, as much as they were then, either to gO away, or to 
* tarry there, if they had a Mind to. 


* Then the Lieutenant exprefs’d his Satisfaction in what had 
‘ been faid, and added that, for his own Part, he was fo abun- 
‘ dantly fatisfy’d of the Truth and Excellency of the Chriftian 
* Religion, that he would chearfully die for it. And after they 
© had difcours’d a While upon Religion in general, they were 
* difmifs’d ; very much to the Satisfaction of the Indians. 


The Committee met with much Difficulty from the Men that 
were fettled above the Mountain; but at Length found Means 
whereby they were made pretty eafy. They therefore pro- . 
ceeded in their Bufinefs, laid out the Townthip, which now goes . 
by the Name of Stockbridge ; and, if I miftake not, proportion’d , 
the Meadow-Land, which they had got for the Indians. But 
fome yet remain’d in the Hands of the Proprietors, which after- . 
wards the Indians were put into the Poffeffion of : tho’ it cof , 

the 
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the Committee, and Mr. SErGEANT too, a gteat deal of Trouble, 
before they could fatisfy and remove the Owners. 

Capt. Kunkapst had Ath given to Feboiakim Vanvalk- 
enbourgh, a Dutch- Man, his fpecial Friend, 40 Acres of Land in 
this Great-Meadow, and about 250 of Upland adjoining to it ; 
which he now held. But, a little after, being reduc’d, he was 
oblig’d to fell. Some Gentlemen therefore ‘bought him our, 
and ¢ gave the Land to the Jadians, an Equivalent of the unap- 
propriated Lands being given them by the General Affembly. 
So that the whole Meadow was in a little Time poffett by the 
Indians. 

On Monday the 26th of April, the Committee confer’d again 
with the Indians, and inform’d them what they had done, re-: 
fpecting their Townfhip ; fhew’d them a Plan of it; defir’d to 
know of them, if they would have any Thing alter’d, The 
Indians replied that they were very well fatisfied with what was 
done, and very thankful for ir. 

In the Beginning of May, the Judians all fettled in hein new. 
Town ; were oreatly pleas’d with it. Two new Families were 
added to their Number. ‘ They gave very much into Hujbandry, 
« (fays Mr. SeRGEANT) planted more this Year than ever they 
© did before, by threeTimes at leaft. Mr. Woodbridge lodges 
© at Capt. Kunkapot’ s, has a very numerous School, anda tediz 
‘ous Lafk of it; lives a very lonefome Life ; 1s indeed inde- 
‘ fatigable'in his Bufinefs ; and no Body deferves more of the 
¢ Publick than he.’ 

When the Committee, upon their firft Vifitation of the Indians 
at Houfatunnuk, had finifh’d their Bufinefs with them, the Time 
for geting Sugar was come. 

Therefore (March the firft) they all went into the Woods, 
with their Familes, upon that Bufinefs ; expecting to follow. it 
about fix Weeks. They went in two Companies, about Half 
with the Captain above the Mountain, the Reft with the Lieute- 
gant below. Mr. Sercganrt was loth they: fhould be fo long 
without Inftruction, and therefore concluded that he would go 
with one of the Companies, and Mr. Woodbridge with the other, 
and live with them during that Seafon..- 

_ After the Indiaus had been out two Days, and prepar d een 
felves Houfes, they fent in two young Men, one to Conduct 
< H Mr. 
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Mr. Serczanr to the Captain’s Houfe, and the other to con- 
duct Mr. Weodbridge to. the Lieutenant’s. 

After they had Bet out about three Weeks, Mr. See ol 
and Mr. Woodbridge chang’d their Quarters ; Mr. SERGEANT 
went to the Lrewtenant’s Company, and Mr: Wocdbridge to the 
Captain’s, endeavouring that the Indians might have equal Ads 

vantage from their Int truétions. 

During thefe fix Weeks, Mr. SrerGEant fpent his ‘Time 
very aereibly among the indians: being employ’ d, in the: Day 
‘Time, in teaching the Children to read ; and in the Evening he 
taught the Indians to fing, in which they took great Delight. 
He. pray’d with them Morning and /-vening, in their own:Lan- 
euage, and faid Grace before, and after Meat, in the fame. He 
alfo_preach’d to them on the Sabéath by an Interpreter, and 
pray’d in their own Language; which he-began to do on Fe- 
bruary 18th, and continu’d it ever atter. For they being defi- 
rous, that Prayers might be made in their own Language, Mr. 
SERGEANT ( by the Afiiftance of Interpreters.) had compos’d 
Prayers for fuch Oceafions, in the Judian Language. The Snow 
now was about a/Poot and:Halt deep in thofe Woods, and the 
Weather cold. A Deer-fkin.with the Hair on, fpread upon 
fome’ Spruce Bouchs, and a-Blanket- fpread. upon that, was: his 
Bed ; nad three » Blankets : fpread over him was his Covering ? 
where -he flept very ‘well. And tho’ their Diec.was low,! yet it 
was cleanly -and: well drefs’d, by. the Captazn’s.and Lieutenant’ s 
Wives. ‘Pheir Drink was Water. He hada good Appetite; 


éat heartily, and. was in very. good Health, all the Time: he was. 


in the Wildernefs.with them. : 
‘ I was (fays Mr. SeRGEANT) treated’ very well, ‘while Lwas 
‘with them ;>arid learn’d more. of their.. Manners, and» Lan- 
‘oguage, than.ever’ 1 .had before. ———= They are altogether 
< without Compliments, in. their’ Treatment one of aidother: 


® Children thew no Sort of Deference to their Parents, either in: 


* Word or Carriage, -more ‘than to. any Body elfe. They are 
‘very modett,-and ‘the "Women and Children bafhful. They 
‘are kind one-to,.another, and make every Body welcome, ‘in 
* their Way, that comes to’their Houfes. » When a Stranger 
“comes: into: one of their Houfes, - he-does it, as if it were his 
S-ewny and, without any Conrpliments-at. all, fits down with: 


© the 
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‘ the Reft; but fays nothing. The Houfe-Keeper immediately 
offers him fome Vidtuals, which he receives as tho’ he were at 
! Home ; eats freely, and then begins to talk ; to tell his Bu- 
finefs, or to relate a ‘Piece of News ; but will enter, before 
he has eat, into, no Difcourfe. Some Times, when Friends 
meet, they fay to one another. O! Brother; or Coufin 
ule fome fuch Word expreffing fome Relation. Bur they 
have Terms exprefiive of more particular, and quite different 
Relations, from any we ufe.. Their Children, born of the 
fame Parents, ftand in three Relations ‘to one-another ; the 
eldett calling all the younger, whether Brothers or Sifters, 
& Nheefuimuk. The elder Sifters are'to the younger, whether 
* Brothers, or Siftets,:Wmefuk. The younger Children call the 
elder Brothers, Netokbaunut. And there are other like relative 
Terms, to which there are none in ourLanguage Synonymous. 
And indeed their Language, fo faras 1 perceive as yer, is 
extremely different from all the ‘Europeen Languages that I 
have any Acquaintance with, and feems, as far.as I can judge, 
in the Genius, Phrafeology, and Pronunciation, of the Words 
(which abound with Gutturals) to be moft like the Language 
‘of the Eaft: cho’, I -confefs, 1: am as'yeta very incompétent 
* Judgseraw 7 | 
* Their Women have a Cuftom (which is, for ought I-know, 
peculiar to the aboriginal Americans, for they tell me it is com- 
mon to all North-America at leaft) viz. Their Girls, at the 
_firft flux of their Menfes, feperate themfelves from all Society, 
live alone in the Woods ; fome fourteen, fome twenty, and 
fome forty Days ; muft do no Work at all, ‘nor be feen by 
any Man for it is reckon’d ominous for a Man to fee them in 
* their Seperation. They cut off their Hair when they go out. 
And fome of their Women go out afterwards, \at the’Return 
of their Terms, and ftay three or four Days. ‘What they 
mean by this Cuftom, or whence they deriv’d it, Icannot tell.’ 
About the Time the Indians fettled in their new: Town, Mr. 
SERGEANT went to Wefifieldand was there detain’d by Sicknefs ; 
fo,that he was abfent trom them two Sabbaths. - He took Care 
to inform the Indians of his Sicknefs, who exprefs’d a-great déal 
of Concern for him ; enquir’dby ‘all Opportunities: atter him, 
and faid if he fhould die it would be.a great Lofé.to them: But 
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if it fhould be fo, they hop’d God would provide them another 

Minifter. At his Return, they fhew’d great Joy & Satisfaction, 

that he was recover’d and reftor’d to them again. | 

May 23d. He preach’d to them in their new Settlement, but 
liv’d not among them as their School-Mafter did, but kept ftill 
at his Lodgings about five Miles below. ) 
Fune 12. A Mefienger came from Hudfon’- River, to call the 
Indians thither, to conlider of a Murder committed by one of 
their Tribe. The Captain and Lieutenant went upon that Occa- 
fion, and had Opportunity, while they were gone, to fee and 
converfe with many of the principal Indians ; {pent almoft all 
their Fime in Difcourfe with them upon the Subject of Religion ; 
and told Mr. Sercgant when they return’d, that all they talk’d 
with, had favourable Thoughts of the Chrifian Religion ; 
own’d that they themfelves were in a wrong Way, and faid they 
believ'd they were ferving the Devil : And not one objected any 
Thing againft Chrifianity, but feveral faid they would come with 
their Families, and be inftructed. . 
On the 27th of Fue, Mr. SRRGEANF baptiz’da Child, which 
being mention’d in his Journal, he proceeds to fay, 

- © And now the whole Number that I have baptiz’d is 52. 
* The Number of Jndians now refiding here is upwards of 90 ; 
* and it is highly probable, if God affords us the Bleffing he has 

_* done, we fhall have here, in a few Years, fome Hundreds of 
© Ludians. 

* From the imperfect View of the Matter, one may have 
* from this Journal, ic will 1 believe appear, that the Hand of 
* God has been remarkably in the Affair. But Iam not able, 
* in Writing, to communicate the fame View of Things, that I 
‘ have from obferving the whole from Step to Step. And cone 

. © fidering the grofs'Darknefs the Jndians were breught up in, 

_* with the great Oppofition the Gofpel has met with, not only 
‘ from the Heathen, but from fome alfo, who have the Name 

-* of Chriftians, I am furpriz’d at the Progrefs it has fo fuddenly 

, * made among them. A very remarkable Reformation appears, 

-* more, and more, in their Manners ; their Hearts feem really 

' © to be engag’d ; and Vice, efpecially Drunkennefs (the Vice 

_* they are all addicted to) begins to be a great Difgrace amon¢é 

§ them, Tam not able to converfe much with them in their 


S own 
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© own Language, tho’ I underftand a great deal they fay ; and 
Religion is the Subject of frequent Converfation among them. 
© Our Dutch Interpreter tells me he is furpriz’d to hear fome of 
¢ them talk, fo fenfibly as they do about Religion. 

~ When Mr..Serceant was at Wefifield, in ‘the Beginning of ~ 
May, he receiv’d a Letter from Dr. Colman, of April 21. giving 
him,ah Account of a generous Offer Mr. I/aac Hollts of London 
had made him, of dieting, cloathing, lodging, and inftructing 
20 Indian Boys at his own Cott. 

This is the Gentleman to whom the Doéor wrote, recom- 
mending the Miffion at Hou/fatunnuk to his Generofity ; of which 
he inform’d Mr. Serceant in his Letter of Fume 18th 1735. 
inferted, in Page 30 & 31. And in An{wer to the Letter. of 
the Dodor’s, he makes this generous Offer. 

Dr. Colman, who was wile and prudent, thought it not bett 
to draw upon Mr. Hollis, until he fhould be well inform’d, what 
the Charge of maintaining 20 Scholars would amount to, in 
one Year ; for he was apprehenfive that it would rife higher, 
than the Donor expected. And therefore wrote to Mr. Will- 
iams of Springfield, and to Mr. Szxceant, for their Thoughts 
upon the Matrer ; and alfo confulted Governor Belcher 5 and, 
upon the beft Computation they could make,. concluded, thac 
the Expence ef one Child, in a Year, would arife to twenty 
five Pounds our Currency, and the whole to fve Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. .Of this Dr. Calman inform’d Mr. Hollis 5. and. it 
prov’d. as the Doétor expected. It exceeded what Mr. Hollis 
tho’t of. He therefore reduc’d the Number of Scholars. to 12 ;_ 
and propos’d to fupport that Number from Year to Year. ” 
_. About the fame Time, the honourable Samuel Holden, Elq; of - 
London, directed the Rev. Dr. Colman to beftow one Hundred 
Pounds of his Money for the Benefit of the Indians at Stockbridge, 
which Mr. Serceant, with Dr. Co/man’s Approbation, thoughe 
beft to expend for the Benefit of the Females ; feeing Mr. 
Hollis’s Donation was confin’d. to the Males, 

Of thefe noble, and generous Inftances of Liberality, Mr. 
SERGEANT inform’d the Jndians,. who, were much affected with 
them, and very thankful to their pious Benefactors. And, asa 
grateful Acknowledgment of theBenefits they had receiv’d from 
the-honourable Corporation at Home, they wrote the following 
daetterg teres be a | * Being 
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‘ Being very fenfible of the former miferable Circumftances, 
both ‘of ourfelves andChildren,byReafon of the Ionorance’and 
Vice in which we were bro’t up , we cannot but refent, with 
the moft heartyGratitude, the Care you have taken to inftruct 
us in the Doétrines of ‘the Go per; Tracts, neceffary for our 
prefent Sacisfaction and future Fraporinefs, 

We blefs God). the Father of Mercies, and Giver of all coad 
Things, that he has pitied us, and put it into-your Hearts ‘to 
ule your endeavours to commupicate to us that Knowledge 
of divine Things, which he has given to you. We alfo thank 
God, that he hath given us Favour in the Eyes ‘of this Govern- 
ment ; efpecially in making Provifion for our living together, 
which is a very great Conveniency for our own, and our Chil- 
drens Inftruction, in the Principles of Religion, and other ufe- 
ful Knowledge. We can, with the greatelt Sincerity, fay, that 
we gladly embrace the bleffed Truths of the Gofpel, and ’tis 
the Purpofe of our Hearts, as we have moft of us profefs’d 
ourlelves Chrifitans, fo to continue ftedfaft in the Faith 5 and 
hope our Children will have the fame ‘Wifdom ‘given’ them. 
And we pray God ftill to’ continue: it in your Hearts, to pro- 
vide for our further Inftruétion, and for that of our Children 
alfo, that we and they ‘may ftill crow wifer and wifer. oe, 
© And, from the fmall' Meafure of Knowledge we have, (being 
now as it were juft wak’d-out of Sleep) we are fo fenfible of 


‘the Beneft of the Go/pel, chat we ‘with, and pray, that our 


whole Nation may be brought into the fame Way, “And we 
blefs God he ftill inclines their Hearts more and more to re- 
ceive the Go/pel of our Lord and Saviour ¥efus Chiff. 
© We can make no Returns for'your Favours, but only our 
hearty Thanks, and’ Prayers to God, that he would repay our 
Benetactors a Thoufand Fold into their Bofoms, for the Kind- 
néfs they have fhewn us. - , 
“ We are at a great Diftance from you, and fhall never fee 
your Faces, in this World 5 ‘but hope it will be ourHappinefs, 
you in Heaven, our Father’s Houle. . 

We are your very oblig’d Friends, 

| and Brethren, in the Faith and — 

Patience of our Lord’ ¥efus rie at 
 "Fopn 


‘thro’ the Riches of divine Grace in “fe/us Chriff, to rejoice with 
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fays to Mr. SERGEANT “= 
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Ifaac Whaumpee, | > Fobn Pobpnebounuwot, 
ames W pbanavbeHivineke slaron Senkewenaukheer,. 
Abraham Naukutehéwant, David Naunaunekenuk, 

‘fohn,. fouwoonaunt, Ebenezer Pookpoonuks 
Nitholas Ubwaunmut. , | sbrabam Fobtaunkubkoonaunt, 


Ephraim Woonaunnubqueen, 
Stockbridge: July rth 1736, 


Ina Letter of Yuly 11th. His Excellency Governor Belcher 
‘Tdefire you'to greet my Children 
at’ Houfatunnuk, in the kindett Manner from: me, and let them 
know, I fhall be BU B glad to fee them’ at’ Buffon, with 
Corflar their chief pecanh. +P hope to fee you with you 
LP copter tS 202 2 

Accordingly Mr. Spee etal and a Number of the Stockbridge 


Indians, with about as eae beets from Aadjon’s- River, went to 
Bofton. And dugujP sth they waited Upon the Governor & Council. 


seach Side the Road’ froitti Honfatinnuk to Welt field. 
‘for the “Afliftahce’ of the Government | in building a Meeting- 


‘The Liewtenan/ (fays-Mr. Sexcu ant) made a Speech, “in 
which’he, inthe Name- of the ‘Refit,’ exprefs’d great Thank- 


“fulnefs for the Kindnefs “the ‘Government had‘ ‘bettow'd upon 


them already, particularly i in granting them a Townthip, ‘for 
the mony of their living’ together. And‘in Return 
gave up their Challenge to two Mi leg. of ‘Land,’one Mile‘on 


fide and StBool: Houfe. | 

To which the Governor nue very kindly, that the 
Government was well pleas’d with the Inclination they ‘hac 
fhewn to receive the 'Go/pel ‘of our Lord Jefus Chrift ; and fo 
log as that g0dd Difpolition remain’d, would not repent the 
Care and Charve they had been at. to accorfithodate them fot 
their better Liftruaion in theWay of Life ; hop’d they would 


''go'on and anfwer our Hopes & Expectations from their good 
»Bésinning, and they fhould'never want the Favour’ of “the 


Government ; ; that they. accepted very kindly the Land they 


gave up their Challenge t6'$ ‘that-he would make known to 
“the General Court, their Defire ref pecting a agacts and School- 


Houje, at their next SefMfon: 
“Then they made a 'Prefent of Skins ; which the Governor 


© was pieas’d to. order to be*fold;-and’the Money tobe ‘laid out 
$ ip 


=Pray’d 
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‘ in Books for me: which, with other Inftancesvof His ‘Fwcel- 
* lency’s Generofity to me, I retain a moft orateful ‘Senfe of ; 
“ and.as it fprings from the Relatien I ftand: in to ‘this People, 
‘ it isa Proof of His #xcellency’s great Piety, and’Concern to 
‘* promote'the Knowledge, and Practice} of Religion & Virtue, 
‘ and fo I fhall ever efteem-myfelf fo much the more bound to 
‘ be faithful in my Bufinefs. HIN / . 
From Wefifield.to Sheffield Bounds is about 26 Miles, thelsand 
therefore which thefe, /udians gave up their Challenge to is Se. 
Aquare Miles, and fhould be efteem’d no inconfiderable Return 
for the. Favour beltow’d. | | | 
Augujr, Oth. Mr. Sencganr and the Indians. din’d withthe 
Governor and Council, were curteoufly treated, and receiv’d Pre- 
fents of Guns, Blankets, Shirts, 8c¢c. Soon after which they re- 
turn’d Home, well pleas’d with the Treatment they had met 
with. And tho’ there were forme Difficulties attending the Af- 
fairs of Stockbridge, particularly refpe@ting their Lands, not yet 
got wholly out of the Proprietors Hands, yet,.in the general, 
Things went well: the Jndians increas’d in Knowledge and 
Number, new, Families, and particular Perfons, coming to them 
from Time to Time, to,,live there.and be inftructed. And the 
Indians in. general behav’d well... But. about the End of Auguft, 
dome of them went to. a Kentikaw, or Dance, at Squampasmuk, 
{a Place about 25 Miles diftant from Stockbridge 3 in the Dutch 
Country) where, being encompaffed with Temptations, fome of 
them drank to Excefs, which was Caufe of great Grief. to Mr. 
SERGEANT, and they themfelyes, were fill’d with Shame and 
Confufion of Face when they came Home. , .. . | 
Mr, Sergeant, who had hitherto.liv’d in Englifh Families, 
below .the Mountain,. in fanuary 1736,7:, mov'd up.into the 
Lndian Town, and liv’d: with Mr. Woodbridge, who had built an 
Houle, and brought Home a Wife, é&c.. Mr. SERGEANT. there- 
fore was no longer under a Neceffity of living at fuch a Diftance 
from his Pepple,— or) oy tedy | 
_. When His Excellency, Governor. Belcher, according .to his 
Promile.of dugu/t the 5th to the Indians, recommended it to the 
General Affembly, to build them a Meeting-Hou/e and School-Hou/e, 
the Court granted. it : as- appears from. a Paflage in Colonel 
Stoddarad’s Letter to Mr. SercEant. : : 
YF SSR genta « The 
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* The General: Court. (fays the! Colonél) have ordered 5 That 2 
Meeting: Heufe of thirty Feet’ broad, and forty long, together 
with a School»Houfe, be built for the Indians, at the Charge of 


a mM eH LA 


appointed to fee thefe Things effected.’ eer. 

As Mr. Sercganr had, by the Help of Interpreters, before 
this; tranflated fome Prayers into’ the Jidian Language, for.their 
daily ufe.; fonow he had tranflated Dr. Harps firft Catechifm 


into the Indien Tongue, that the Children might underftanding- — 


ly read and learn it. Some Things, about this Time, appear d 
with! a difcouraging Afpe@; and gave Mr, Sercrant much 
- Trouble’; theo Principal of > which was, that oné ‘of their 
Dutch Neighbours, not only refus’d to give up his Right for an 
Equivalent, whichmade..the Jndians uneafy ; but alfo kept a 
Store of Rum by him, of which he either gave or fold to the 
Indians, {fo that fome of them drank to Excefs, and were very 
troublefome., But this was Matter of Grief to mott of them, 
efpecially to the Captain and Lieutenant, who exerted themfelves 
to correct fuch Diforders ; and. the Indians, in general, behav’d 
well. New Families were, from Time to Time, added to their 
Number. And there were frequent Inftances of Mr. SERGEANT’S 
baptizing Perfons, who, upon. careful Examination, he found 
knowing in the Principles of Religion, and ferioufly refolv’d to 
walk by the excellent Rules of it, 

Tho’ the Zndians went out this Seafon, as ufual, to makeSugar, 
yet they return’d from their Work every Week, and attended 
the publick Worfhip on the Sabbath. They alfo difcover’d: an 
Inclination to the Englifh Cuftoms. Fora couple, who were 
about, marrying, enter’d their Intentions of it, or made them 
known to Mr. SercEANnz, who, upon the two following Sab- 
baths, publith’d theBands. of Matrimony between Naukuchewat, 
and Wauwoonemeen, and then married them by a Form tranflated 
into the Indian Language. | 
On the 7th of duguft Mr. Szerceanr began to preach to the 
Indians in their own Language, and in Procefs of Time became 
fo perfect init, that the Indians were wont to fay, Our Minifter 
[peaks our Language better than we do our Jelues.. And as-it coft 
him’a great deal ‘of Pains to make himflf Mafter of it; fo it 
was no fmall Advantage to him, when he was able to ufe it 

I 


freely, 


the Province. And You'and Mr. Woodbridge, with Myfelf, are ° 
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freely, in Coverfation with the Indians. For -he-was not only 
able, better to acquaint himfelf with the religious Sentiments 6f 
thofe, who would make a Profeffion of Chriftianity 5 but alfo to 
. converfe with Strangers upon religious Subjects, when they came 

to vifit their Brethren at Stockbridge, or when he had Opportu- 
nity elfewhere. | 

Mr. Skxozanr, about this Time, baptiz’d feverali:Perfons, 
And thar the Reader may know, what Pains he took to inform 
the Candidates in the Principles of Chriftianity ; and to fatisfy 
himfelf that they underftood them, and that it was their ferious 
Purpofe and Refolution, to live a religious Lifes I thal’ here 
tran{cribe, from his Journal, the concife Account he gives‘ of His 
Treatment.of them. — | 


‘Lord's Day, Auguft'r4th, A large Auditory.—I preach’d in 
‘ Jadian, Yokun and his Wife propos’d themfélves to Baptifin. 
‘ Both. Perfons of good Behaviour, and apparently well difpos’d 
‘ to Chriftianity. “Lhe Man had beén’ a Drinker’; but feem’d 
now to, be reform’d : the Woman always appear’d innocent, 
* and virtuoufly inclin’d. I took a great deal of Pains to in- 
* ftruct them in the Principles of Cériftianity, and to imprefs 
* upon their Minds a ftrong Senfe of Religion, and to compofe 
‘ them to,Serioufnefs. And, having good Satisfaction of their 
Knowledge and good Inclination, Lord’s-Day, Anguft 21. 1 
* baptiz’d Yokum, his Wite, and three Children. This Week, 
*.Umpaumut’s Son, Pmaupaufoo by Name, from the Ifland in 
© Hudfon's-River, where his Father was a Chief, who had been 
‘ here a little While, defir’d Bapti/m, as alfo Nomfboos,who about 
‘a Year before came from the Shouwonoos Country. “I took 
* Pains to inftruct them particularly, in the Principles of Cbri/fi- 
‘ anity. ‘They, were both young, I was therefore the mote ¢on- 
‘ cern’d for them that they thould be well’ inftru@ed and 
have their Minds impreft with a due Serioufnefs and Concern, 
in what they were about : I therefore chofe to defer their 
* Bapof{m a little longers | 


* Lora’s-Day, Auguft 28th. Auditory as ufual.— This Week 
* took: a fecond, and third Opportunity, to inftrué the Candi- 
dates for Baptifn, when another young Man alfo appear’d de- 
firous of Baptifm ; Ukbibuauwequn by Name.——L his ‘bei 
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I took.a great: deal of Pains to’ prepare the Céndidates’for 
Baptifm: They appear’d very defirous of ‘it; and feem’d' to 
underftand the Doctrines of Religion well. 

© Lerd’s-Day, September 14th. 1 baptiz’d them.’ 


Mr. SERGEANT had been inform’d, that the Jndjans living at 


| Kaunaumeek, a Place about 18 Miles from’ Stockbridge, to the 


N. W. were defirous that he fhould:come and preach to them. 
 He'therefore fent'a Meffenger, informing them, that Lord’s- Day, 


September 11th he would be with them. And in his Journal of 
that Day fays. 


4 


“-T preach’d at Kaunaumeek. had about 30 Hearers. There 
were but few Indians that properly belong’d there =’ but they 


--gave Notice of my coming to all that liv’d near them ; fo 
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that a confiderable Number were got together. Some of the’ 


Chief of our Indians bore me Company. I had prepar’d a 
Sermon in Jadian for the Occafion. They heard me with 
great Attention, and faid they underftood me. 

‘ We were entertain’d very kindly: The chief Man there 
whofe Name was dunauwauneekbbeek, appear’d to be a rational 
judicious Man. He can fpeak a little Engiiff, and carries on- 
fome-farming Bufinefs, and lives well. I afk’d him before I 
came away ; what he thought of what he had heard ? He 
faid he could: not give any Judgment yet ; for he had not {fuf- 
ficiently inform’d himfelf. . Chriffianity might be true; he 
could not pronounce againft it, nor could he fay it was right ; 
but added, that he fhould come to hear me fometimes at Hou- 
Jatunnuk, and inform himfelf further. 


© Lwas well pleas’d with his Anfwer, and exhorted him to 


enquire further into the Matter ; and not to forget to pray to 


© God to inftruét him, ° 
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* Our:tnaians that were with me took Pains to perfuade them 
to embrace ithe Chriftian Religion, and endeavour’d to anfwer 
thofe Objections they fuppos’d might arife in their Minds 
againit it.; particularly the Lieutenant talk’d.a great deal, and 
very well, upon the Subject. © | 


~ ©“ Another Man there, of fome Charaéter, and of good Be- 


w“ a 


iow 


haviour, who had been baptiz’d in his Infancy, by fomePrieft, 
was well inclined to Religion ; and purpos’d-to come and live 
with us,’ 
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A little more than,a, Month after-this, viz. Lord’s-Day, Oc- 
tober the gth, the two, principal Indians of Kaunaumeek, were at 
Stockbridge, and heard Mr. Serceant_ preach.‘ I took 
< Opportunity (fays he) to difcourfe with them both, and parti- 
* cularly, with the Cézef, who. now was free to own that he be- 
‘lieved the Chrifian Religion was true, and that he was deter- 
¢ min’d to be a Chriffian..,And added, that he, had receiv’d 
‘ fuch an Impreffion on his Mind, from what he had heard from 
¢ me, and otherwile, of the Céri/fian Religion, that he could not 
© fhake it off ; that his Thoughts had been much fix’d upon the 
« Matrer.; that,even in the Purfuit of his.common Bufinefs, he 
¢ could not but entertain himfelf withReflections of this Nature. 
© The other appear’d to be fully, determin’d to come and live 
« with us. | 


¢ Lord’s- Day, 16th. Preach’d as ufual. This Week I went 
< upon a Vifit to my Friends in New-Fer/ey.. In the mean Time 
¢ the Chief of the Kaunanmeer Indians came hither, in Expecta- 
“ tion to fee me, and hear fome further Initructions in the Doc- 
< trines of Chrijfianity ; and tarried aboutaWeek : feem’d much 
< affected with what’ he heard of the Cdriffian Religion, and 
< very defirous of further Inftruction ; purpos’d to come again 
¢ when he could hear of my Return. 

That I may here finifh the Story of thefe two principal Indians 

of Kaunaumeck, viz. Aunauwauneckbbeek and Wautaunkumeet. | 
fhall look forward to Fawsuary 22. February 12. and April 16. 
1738. 
é Lord’s:-Day, Fanuary 22d. 1 preach’d again at Kaunaumeck, 
© Aunauwauneekbbeek the principal Man there appear’d to be 
‘ mightily engag’d! in Matters of Religion ; wasidefirous of 
© Baptifm , fent his Daughter, an only Child, tolearn to read ; 
< came himfelf and tarried:allothe Week. And I, having ‘good 
< Satisfaction of his Knowledge and Faith, baptiz’d him and his 
* Daughter. ; 


‘ Eord’s-Day, February 12. 1 preach’d. as ufual.' Prefent 4a- 
© nqauwauneekbbeek, and Wautaunkumeet, from Kaunumeek. The 


“Jatt left his Son with me,——- 


‘ Lora’s-Day, April 16th. I baptiz’d Wautaunkumect, and two 


« of his Children. He belong’d to Kaunaumeck, but is, ince 
; - ¢ come: 
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© come to live with us; is a Man of about forty Years of Age, 
© very good temper’d, and of confiderableKnowledge : formerly: 
* addicted to Drinking, but. now reform’d. 


The generous Propofal of Mr. Hollis, to maintain 12 Boys, 
was not till now put in Execution. And what Mr Serceanr 
fays of it in his Journal is. 


< Fanuary 1ith 1737,8. I began to keep the 12 Indian Boys 
‘on Mr. Hollis’s Foundation. I took them into my own Houfe, 
© and under my Inftrudction. 


It was in the Spring of the Year 1736. when the Rev. Dr. 
Colman receiv’d from Mr. Hollis the Offer of maintaining 20° 
Scholars at Houfatunnuk. The Doéfor’s Caution in the Affair, 
mention’d before, delay’d the coming of the Money till the 
Spring of the Year 1737. Some Time alfo was taken up in 
getting their Cloaths from Bo/ton, making of them up, &c. And 
even then there was noHoufe in Stockbridge, butMr. Wosdbridge’s, 
which was fmall. Mr. Sercreanr therefore, who was building 
this Summer, and intending to take the Boys under his own 
Inftruétion, tho’c beft to put it off, till his own Houfe could be 
prepar’d to receive them. And accordingly, having prepar’d’ 
it, hir’d a Houfe Keeper; and, atthe Time abovemention’d, he 
took them in. 

It is probable, his Houfe would have been ready for their 
Reception fooner, if he had not been in Want of Money to: 
forward the building of it. 

His Salary was no more than One Hundred and fifty Pounds 
our Money, twenty-feven Shillings and fix Pence of which was. 
then equal to one Ounce of Silver. And, by Reafon of a ge- 
neral Scarcity, all Provifions were very dear. Little or Nothing 
could therefore be fpar’d from his Salary towards building. 

By aLetter of April 25. 1737. he inform’d the Commiffioners of 
his being about to build ; defiring fome Affiftance from them to 
defrey theCharge of it. InAnfwer to which the honourable dam 
Winthrop inform’d him, that he would lay his Letter before the 
Commiffioners at their next Meeting, which, would not be very. 
foon, for, they lately met. And in one Letter of Fuly 30, and 
in another of September 8.. The SecretaryMr. Winthrop intorm’d 
him that the Commiffioners had not yet mets 

| But 
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But 4pril the 6. 1738. he writesthus to Mr. Serceant. *[ 
‘ Jaid before the Commiffioners-your Letter for fome Allowance 
« toward your building, and they voted fifty Pounds to be paid 
* you on that Account. 

As the Sum, granted by the Commiffioners, did not anfwer his 
Expectations, not amounting to ten Pounds Sterling, fo neither 
was it fufficient to relieve his Neceffities ; for he, betore. this, 
was neceffitated torun himfelf much into Debt: As he informs 
Dr. Colman in a Letter of Sune the 19th, in which he alfo fays. , . 

* 1 was indeed extremely difappointed in my Expeétations, 
* when I found by Mr. Secretary’s late Letter to me, that the 
< Commiffioners had voted me no more than fifty Pounds to affitt 
* me in my Settlement. : 

‘ Upon the Reception of Col. Winthrop’s Letter, I immedi- 

* ately determin’d to apply myfelf to the General Court, not 
© knowing where elfe' to feek for Affiftance. Whether or no 
‘they will think it their Bufinefs to help me, I cannot tell. 
Flowever, 1 have put a Petition into Col. Stoddard’s Hand, 
and by him wrote to the Governor with a great deal of Free- 
dom, praying for his Favour in the Matter. And I fuppofe 
the Colonel has put it forward. If I fail in that’ Point, I 
know not where I fhall turn myfelf. 
The General Affembly (which had all along encourag’d the 
Indians of Houfatunnuk, and us’d their Endeavours to promote 
the Intereft of Religion among them; not only by giving thern 
a Townfhip of Land that they might fettle together, and by 
being at great Charge, and Trouble, in removing the Inhabi- 
tants, but alfo in building a Meeting and School-Houfe, which 
the Workmen began lait August ,) receiv’d, and granted Mr. 
SERGEANT’S Petition ; voted him One Hundred Pounds in Bills 
of the middle Tenor, which was equal to about Ax Hundred 
Pounds our prefent Money, at fifty Shillings per Ounce. 

His Excellency Governor Belcher; who upon all Occafions 
difcover’d a great Regard ‘or Mr. SERGEANT, was very friendly i 
to him upon this Occatfion 5 as appears from ‘a Paffage in his . 
Letter-of Fuly 3d°to Mr. SERGEANT. | 

“I have (fays the Governor) read with much’ Satisfaction 
* yours of 24th of May, which is full of the Gentleman, the 
* Chriftian, and the Gofpel Minifter; and therefore inclin’d me 

* readily 
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‘ readily to afford all my Weight and Influence, in the Afembly, 
‘ for your Help and Encouragement, in the arduous, but excel- 
¢ lent Work you are engag’d in. Jam thankful to God. for 
‘ fucceeding fo far the Endeavours of your Friends, and that 
¢ we have Reafon to hopesmore Help may be obtain’d for you 
‘ (thro’ the Goodnefs of God) from the fame Fountain, and you 
¢ will always be fure of my Affiftance. 

Mr. SerceantT, who had taken into his own Houfe,. and 
under his own Inftructions, Mr. Hollts’s 12 Boys, found, upon 


‘ Tryal, the Burden was too heavy for him ; and tho’ he per- 


form’d that Service for near or quite a Year, yet.afterwards was. 


oblig’d to take other Methods with them... All. whom he could 


perfuade to it he fent abroad into Hugli/o Families, where they 
were fupported by Mr. Ho/lis’s Bounty, and went to School, to 
perfect themfelves in Reading and Writing. And thofe who 
refus’d going from Home, liv’d with their Parents, and went to 
Mr. Woodbridge’s School. ‘To thefe Mr. Sercganrt allow’d no 
more of Mr. Hollis’s Bounty, than was fufficient to cloath them. 
And it was found upon Tryal, that thofe who liv’d in Englih 
Families, made much the beft Progrefs in their Learning, befide 
the Benefit of gaining the Engl/hb Language. The frit Time 
that Mr. Serceant adminitter’d the Sacrament of the Lora’s 
Supper to his People, was June 4th, of which he gave Dr. Colman 
the following fhort Account, in a Letter of Fune 19th 17338: 

¢ The firft Lord’s- Day in this Month,we had the Communion 
‘of the Lord’s-Supper. There were Eleven Communicants of 
¢ the Indians, who attended the Ordinance. with as much Seri- 
‘ oufnefs, and apparent Devotion, as ever I obferv’d in ‘any 
¢ People upon any Occafion whatever. 

Tho’ the dndians had hitherto in general behav’d well, yet 
there had been divers Inftances of baptiz’d Perfons exceeding the 
Bounds of Temperance. And the Lieutenant himifelt, who had. 
appear'd fo very much engag’d in the Chriftian Religion, had 
Occafion to humble himfelf for the Sin of Drunkenne/s, before he 
came to this Ordinance. ¢ Which he did (fays Mr. SERGEANT) 
¢ with a due Appearance ef Serioufnefs, Gravity, and Refolu- 
¢ tion of better Obedience for Time to come. 

The Commiffioners, upon Mr. SergEant’s Defire,fupply’d the 
Communion Table with two Flagons, two Difhes, and fome 
Wine. Page 
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Page 14th. I inform’d theReader of Mr. Barclay’s being ¢m- ! 
ploy’d among the Mobawks, and of his Defign to get Epifcopal i 
Ordination, and to be a Miffionary to them, if the Society for ‘ 
propagating the Go/pel in foreign Parts would fupport him. . 
This his Purpofe he put in Execution, went to England, receiv’d . 

| 


Epifcopal Ordination, and a Miffion, from the Society’ to’ the 
Mohawks. And I find Mr. Serceant recommending him to | 
the Commiffioners at Bofton, in a Letter of May the oth, 1738. 
an the following Words. : 
‘ Thad juft now a Letter from Mr. Barclay, a young Gentle- 
“ man of Albany, lately arriv’d from London, with a Miffion 
“ from the Society for propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts, to 
* the MobawksWett ot Albany ; who tells me he has but'a feanty 
* Allowance (i.e. from the Society) and could obtain no Salary 
* for an Interpreter, orSchool-Mafter : And that he hasThoughts 
‘ of applying to the Commiffioners at Bofton for Affiftance ; but 
‘-would have my Advice firft. I cannot tell what Stock the 
* Corporation has; but I fuppofe it is fcanty, by theAllowances 
* they afford their Miffonaries. However, I could heartily re- 
* commend Mr. Barclay to the Notice, and Favour of the Com- 
“ miffioners ? He is a worthy Gentleman, and well deferves En- 
* couragement in his Undertaking. And every Body, who has 
‘ the leaft Acquaintance with the Indians, and their Manners, 
* mult be very fenfible, that tis a vain Thing to fend Miffiona- 
* ries among them without fupporting them well. There is no 
* Part in the Bifhop’s Charaéter, more neceffary in a Miffionary 
* among the Jndians, than being given to Ho/pitality. | 
That the Reader may be fenfible what a Profpeét there was ; 
of Mr. Barclay’s being eminently ferviceable among theMobawks, 
if he had been duly encouraged ; I fhall (afking Mr. Barclay’s ; 
Pardon) fhow by tranfcribing fomePaflaces contain’d in hisLetters 
to Mr. Serceant. The following, are from a Letter wrote : 
before he, went for Orders; and dated in his School, at Fort- 
flunter, Fune 11th 1736. 
‘ Tam ‘heartily glad to hear of your Succefs, I pray God 
more abundantly to blefs and fucceed your Labours ; and may 
you enjoy abundant Satisfaction in the Difcharge of your 
Function here, and a glorious Reward hereafter. I blefs God 
Ihave no Reafon to defpair of Succefs in my Miffion, They 
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‘daily Become more and !moresdefirous of Inftruétion 3 -and 
‘would; in’ all’ Probabilityj:make great \Progrefs both in the 
Knowledge and Practice of Chriftianity, were proper Methods: 


‘taken-to inftruéthem. | But I labour under great. Difadyvan- 


tases, for want of an! Interpreter, fo that I cannot:tell what: 


-Progrefs they make in Knowledge, nor can it ess regular-" 


ly in my Inftructions; and I altnett defpair ‘of: obtaining‘{a 
perfect Knowledge of their Language, without the A Sihance of 
an Interpreter, which could I but. enjoy for the Space of two. 
or three Years, l‘doubt not but that I fhould be Mafter of ‘it ; 
and fhould take e@reater Pleafure and. Satisiaftiominethe Dif. 


‘charge’ of my Duty. Neverthelefsoi1s have the, Comfort», of 


feeing’ a very great-and daily’ Reformation of Manners among 
them, which indeed is the End of allour:Endeavours. 
I am almoft amazed at the Progrefs the Youth: make in Read- 
ing, and Writing, their own Language. All the young Men), 
from 20°to 30 Years} conftantly attend School when: at Hlome,! 
and willleave aFrolick rather than mifs. Sundry of them writé 
as good a Hand. as mylelf (which was fair and good) As 
to the Encouragement I have, for aught I fee yet, 1 muft ex- 
pect my Rewar din another World... I have now been: here: 
almoft a Year and half, but have never: receiv’d.ia Farthing 
rom any Body. 

The Affembly voted me Thirty Pounds for two Years ; 5. but 
* Reafon of ———— I. am: not‘like to getrit tilloa: ‘Governor 
comes over ; and have no great Flope of further Encourage: 
ment from them. 

“As for the Society, they have allowed: me Twenty Pounds for 
one’ Year: What further Encouragement: they! will give me, 
I know not. In the mean Time, Tamvat reat Charges:: ‘My! 


Board is fix Shillings a Week, ‘une is “oti above halt my 


neceflary Exxpence.’> . 
“In ‘another Letter, a little more'than two: Years aes heshad» 


taken ‘Orders, dated Albany, iugufh 21 ft'17.40.\ he faysy 


ey 


Yam fallefted? I'fhould’ have muchégreater Succefs, if I-had 
a School Master and Taterpreter. > 1 had. the Satisfaction, Iatt 
‘Lord’s-Day, to' preach to’ a’ Number of the Sin- Nations; ;who 


¢ came to this Town ‘to tréat with the:Gevernor, who alfoi was 


K ‘ prefent, 
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‘>oprefent, and has taken a great» :deal of: Pains. to.countenance 
‘omy Defign. ° My Adebawk Congregation behav’d fo well, that. 
«all the Auditory were exceedingly delighted... 7 
© [ affure you I have the Caufe at Heart, . and am. well. per- 
fuaded of your Zeal’; which, that it may increafe, and. meet: 
¢--witheall imaginable Succefs, and Encouragement, 1s the earneft. 
ePrayer of, Gc | | i 

Is it°not manifeft, from thefe-Things, that Mr: Barclay difco-: 
ver’d a noble, generous, and Chriftian Spirit, in giving himfelf 
to the Service of God aimong the Mohawks, that he might be: 
an Iaftrumentin the Hand of God; of reforming & chniftianizing: 


Sa) 


_ 


2 ; 
; ; 


them? And was not thére a moft encouraging Profpect. of. his: 


doing eminent Service, not only to the Souls of. thofe perifhing: 
People; but alfo to the Britifh laterett ? a“ 

tis well known to us in» this Part of the World, that the 
Mohawks, or ‘Six- Nations, area “Verror to, and have in great. 
Meafure the Conimand of, all» the Natives. of INorih-America.. 
Phe French have therefore sufed their utmoft, Endeavours. all 
along-to engage them in their Intereft; and by theirMiffionaries,,. 
who are conitantly among them, they have drawn off many. of. 
them to fettle at Canada, and more or lefs, every Year, go over 
tothem ; from whom, insTime) of War with the Prench, the: 
Britifh Provinces in North- America, efpecially the Majfachufetts,. 
and! New:Hampjbire, fuffer. much.» It,1s alfo. well known, that 
nottof'them remain inva State of Heathenifm, and that thofe of 
them; who pretend to be Christians, know but very little of the 
Principles of Chriftianity ; for tho” Mr. Barclay did what. he. 
could, while he was:among them 5. yet)it: was, but.a few of them 


that: av fingle Perfon’could inftrugty .and that. very imperfectly, 


for want of an Lnterpreter. 


» Their Circumftances therefore loudly call for the compaffionate, 
Help of thofe who are able to promote the Propagation of thes 


Gofpeb among them.— And’ here I, would. beg, leave to fay, the 


honourable Soviety for the Rropagation of the Gofpel in. foreign. 


Parisi do, out of the Charity;they, are betrufted.with, maintain 


Miffiouaries at Boftom, New-Port, Stratford, and are , frequently. 


fending them to other Placess,where their, Parifhioners are well. 


able hodourably to. support, them,, which evidences. it to be plain, 
: 7 | Fact : 


e¢ 
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Fact : uncapable of Difpute,that they wanted notAbility to help 
thefe poor Heathen. | baal 
Ic is evident alfo from the foregoing Account, that Mr. Bar- 
clay, who fhew’d a noble and excellent Spirit in his Difpofition 
to propagate the Gofpe! among thefe Heathen, and to whom fuch 
a wide Door open’d, and who, was {fo well. qualify’d > for 
‘the Service, obtain’d from the Society but a {cant Support for 
himfelf,and could obtain none for a School-Ma/ter, and Inter preter. 
Both Cbarity, and Policy, de certainly call for the moft vigorous 
E.ndeavours to propagate theGofpel among the Myhawks. And 
the Reader may eafily judge, Whether the Seciety for propagating 
the Gofpel in foreign Parts (who have the Care and Difpofal of 
one of the nobleft Charities that has ever been known) would 
not employ that Charity full as well, if not better, -were thofe 
Sumis given to fupport Miffionaries among the Mohawks, where 
the Gofpel is not known, which are given to fupport Miflionaries 
in fome of the principalT owns in New-England, where theGofpel 
has been faithfully preach’d ever fince they were. fir{t , planted, 
and where thofe of the Perfuafion of the Church of Ergland are 
fo numerous and wealthy, that they are well able to give their 
Minifters an honourable Support, without the Help of the Society 
at Efome ? Whether the former would not be more agreable to 
the pious Defign of the Donours, as well as.to the profe/s’d Ends 
of the Society, than the latter? Whether Mr. Barclay, who was 
fo heartily engag’d_ in that excellent and felf-denying Service of 
propagating the Gofpel among the Mohawks, fhould. not have 
been encourag’d by a plentiful Support from the Society, and alfo 
by the Support of a School-Mafter and Interpreter for his Afit- 
ance, rather than a Miffionary at Boston, Newport, &c? Who 
would it not grieve to think, that that. good Gentleman. has been 
oblig’d to leave that Service for want of Encouragement, when 
there was fuch a Profpeét of his doing much Good among thofe 
“perifhing Nations ? What other Reafon Mr. darclay ‘had. for 
leaving them, I am not able to fay; burif he had no other than 
the want of a fufficienc Support, and of an Interpreter, was,not 
that Reafon quite fufficient ? For how.could he anfwer theEnds 
of his Miffion uader fuch Hic Nan tiees . . enna , 
i : 
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Tddubt not but the Hoh daeabie Socithy act ith Integrity, and 
Uprightnefs ; and difpofe of the Charity in their Hands, in a 
Manner that appears tight and’ belt to’ thens,. according. to the 
fnforthation they have. — Yer, at the fame Time,.lam fully per- 
fuaded, that, if they were well acquainted with the true State of 
Phides 3 in this diftant Part of the World, they. would fee. juft 
Caule toalter their Condué. “And T think the Rev. Dr. Co/- 
man’s. Sentiments very jult,” as exprefs’d to his Lordthip the 
Bifhop of London, upon this Subjedt, in a Letter of September 
Me 9 a be to 

‘Were your Lord/hip, and che pee Truftees here on theSpot, 
©Yamifure you could not think the profefiedEnd of your Char- — 
« ter; and the Defign of the Donors ‘anfwer’d, in your fupport- 
*Ino Miffonaries at Boston, Braintree, Nelovary, Stratford, briftol, 
Salem, Groton, &c.- Or if Sea: -ports of great Trade, fuch as 
<-'Bofton, Newport, Marblehead, need to Rive Minitters of che 
Chirch' of England for the Sake of fome Inhabitants. & Stran- 
oers, yet are they well able to fupport their-own Worthip 5 
or did they want fome A fiftance, ‘there Can be no Pretence fe 
it out of a Fund facred to God for fending the Gofpel into 
dark and ignorant Parts of the Earth : They ought to be pro- 
@'vided for fore other Way, and not by alienating a devoted 
«’and'confin’d Charity, which, were to run ‘the Rifque of Sacri- 
“ledge and’ great Unfaithfulnefs + ——. 

TF. indeed the honourable Society judge it of greater Importance, 
more for the Honour of God, and the Good: of Souls, more 
agreable to the Ends of their Charter, and the charitable Defigns 
of the. pious Donors, t6 ‘convert thofe of the Prelbyterian, or 
Congregational Peritiafion, to thé ‘Church of England, than‘thofe 
poor perifhing Heathen to the Christian Faith, then it, is. not 
{trance that they fhould employ the Money ; in their Hands as ” 
they at prefent do ; but upoa what Grounds they thould form 
fuch’a Judgment, is not eafy to apprehend. 

But to return from this Digreffion. 

The One Hundred Pounds which Mr. Holden directed Dr. Col- 
man to employ for the Benefit of the Indians at Stockbridge, Mr. 
SERGEANT now propos’d to expend upon the Females, by fup- 

porting 


ca et Vee Oe 


+ See Dr. Colwan’s Life, Page 142, 143. 
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porting’ fome of ‘the young’ Women abroad’in Englifh Families, 
as the belt’ Way ‘to acquaint them’ with the Enelifh Language 
band’ Manners. ?-But when ‘he communicated“his Defign to the 
Indians, tho’ fome of them, and the Ceptain in particular, lik’d 
the Propofal well 5 ‘yet others, with the Lieutenant at theirHead, 
ftrongly oppos’d it. And tho’ Mr. Serczanrt us’d his beft En- 
deavours to perfuade them, yet all was in vain: Thro’ the un- 
reafonable Jealoufies the Jvdians entertain’d, they would not con- 
fént to'it. However, Mr. Strczantr did this Summer fend 
two of themAbroad,one of which was the Captain’s eldeftDaugh- 
ter; but they would not be content to ftay fo long as to be any 
Benefit to them. | ise AY; , | 
‘© \Phave (fays Mr. Srrcrant in a Letter to Dr. Colman of 
© September 14th 1738.) fpent about Five Pounds upon two of 
“our young Women, in Profecution of Mr. Holden's Defign, 
« but to little or no Effect. Thro’ a childifh Fondnefs forHome, 
¢:they would not be contented ‘to ftay long enough where I fent 
«°them;to obtain any Good by it. Bat as I have been fo great 
#°4' Sharer in “Mr. Holden's Bounty, 1 make no Account of. it, 
© nor defifeany Thibg’for it. | 
~The Defign therefore of employing the Money for the Benefit 
of the young ‘Women failing ; and Dr. Colman being fully ac- 
quainted with Mr. Srrceant’s Neceflities, gave him the Money 
to affift him in his’ Settlement. et 
“©If you will take the faid Hundred Pounds (fays Dr. Colman in 
© @ Letter'to Mr. Serceant) and ufe it for your prefent Set- 
‘ tlement, you are welcome to it, as a Deodand to the Settle- 
tlement of theGofpel, in your Settlement,Comfort, & Strength, 
in the’ Work before you. Mr. Holden has not only given 
me Leave, but even’ Wills it, that I affift you in the Work be- 
“fore you. And if there open any Door for teaching fome Girls 
‘in’ Womens Work, as was before propofed, inform me of it, 
and draw upon me before the Year is out, for Fifty, or even 
an Hundred Pounds more, and 1 will anfwer your Draught. 
However, Sir, afk of the Commiffioners, as in Reafon you ought, 
without Regard ‘to’ this private Affittance. 
Fe alfo; by the honourable Facob Wendell, Efq, who vifited 
him at’Stockbridge in September, receiv’d a Prefent from the Cor- 
poration at Home. . ‘By 


a“ 


a wen ai Ra a 
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‘———By Col, Wendell (fays Mr. Serczann)°I receiv’d One 
© Hundred Pound in Money ; a kind and generous Prefent from 
* the honourable Corporation in London ; for which I thank God 
© and them. | | ui; 

About this Time, Mr. Serczanrt receiv’d from Dr. Colman 
a Legacy of Ten Pound, left him by theRev. Mr. Ward, Clerk, 
late Minifter of Kingston in New-Hamplbire (fays Dr.. Colman 3) 
Minifter of Exeter lately deceas’d (fays Col. Winthrop) ; 

And from Time to Time Mr.-Serceant was reliev’d,. by 

confiderable Prefents, from generous and well difpos’d Perfons, 
And without theHelps I have mention’d, he could not have pro- 
ceeded in his Settlement at Stockbridge, as every one will be fen- 
fible,who know that hisSalary was but OneHundred &? Jifty Pounds 
our Money, twenty feven Shillings and fix Pence of which was then 
equal to but one Ounce of Silver. Was it thea poffible that he 
thould fpare one Shilling of this fmall Sum towards the Charge 
of Building, &c ? Efpecially confidering he liv’d in aPlace where 
all the Neceffaries of Life muft be purchafed at a very dearRate ; 
and where his tender. Heart could not but:be mov’d to relieve 
the poor Indians, whofe piteous Circumftances daily. pleaded for 
them, and were enough to move a Heart much harder than his. 

It was with a very grateful Spirit, both to God and his Bene- 
Factors, that Mr. Serceant receiv’d thofe. Donations... He 
efteem’d every Kindnefs beftow’d upon him on Account. of his 
Miffion, as a Favour from Heaven, a new Obligation upon 
him to be faithful in his Work, and a Talent for which he was 
accountable to the Lord of all ; as in his Writings he frequently 

. exprefs’d himfelf. 7 
: He alfo ufed his beft Endeavours to imprefs upon the Minds | 
of the Zudians a gratetul Senile of the Kindnefs of their Benefac- 
tors.; the Account of which feem’d very much. to affeét them. 
And at the clofe of this Year they were laid under a new Obli- 
gation, by a generous Gift of three Hundred. Pounds from the 
honourable Society in England, Part of which, was employ’d in 
purchafing Ploughs, Axes, Hoes, &c, to help. them in carrying 
on their Hufbandry.. How. the Reft of the Money, was expend- 
ed,.does not appear from any. of the Papers before me ; .but I 
find, by a Letter from. Secretary Winthrop to Mr. SERGE AN 
| that 
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that he judg’d it not beft that the Zdians fhould have the whole 


Donation at once, but that it fhou’d be gradually dealt out to 


them as their Circumftances requir’d, which I therefore fuppofe 


was the Method taken, and that it was from Time to Time us’d 
to their beft Advantage and I am inclin’d’to think, that it was 
principally, if not wholly, employ’d for their Encouragement in 
Hufbandry and Building, from a Paflage in Governor Belcher’s 
Letter written to him, on the Subject, December 5th 1738. 
*-—— I have talk’d with Mr. Secretary Winthrop (lays His Ex- 

cellency) of the Difpofition of the Money come from the honour- 

able Company at Home, that it may, be moftly employ’d to 


& 
he 
‘ promote Labour among your People, by giving them Hufban- 
G 
6 


dry ‘Tools, as Axes, Carts, Ploughs, &c. to affift in building 

Englifo Houfes: To civilize them will be a good Introduction 
‘ to the Chriftianiziag of them. I fhall again talk with Secre- 
‘ tary Winthrop, and others ot the Commiffioners, that thisMethod 
‘ may be putin Practice without Delay.”—But after all it does 
not appear, that they ever receiv’d the whole ; tho’ it might be 
fo, and Mr. SERGEANT make no mention of it. 

The formerPart of June this Year, Ephraim Williams,E{q; and 
Mr. Foftab Jones, brought their Families to Stockbridge, and fet- 
tled there; being ‘two of the four Augli/b Families, who, by 
Order of the General Court, were to fettle there, for Mr. Ser- 
GEANT’s Comfort & Benefit of the Jndians. Lieutenant Brown, 
and Mr. Yofeph Woodbridge, were the other,who came fomeTime 
after. ; 

In the Year 1739, feveral of the River- Indians, who liv’d 
at a Diftance from Stockbridge, difcover’d’an Inclination to hear 
Mr. SERGEANT «preach. ) Some came from diitant Parts to 
Stockbridge for that End, others fent for him to preach to them 
at.the Place of their Abode. And Mr. Serceganr fail’d not of 
5 Ete all thofe Opportunities: to endeavour their fpiritual 

ood. : 

April rg9th 1739. Mr, Serceanr return’d from Abroad, and 
in, his Journal fays. : | 

‘In the-mean ‘Time (that is, while he was abfent) there had 
‘ been. a, Stranger, here from near the Highlands, nam’d Mou- 
<. mauntiffekun, on Purpofe, as he faid, to hear me, who had been 
$.semarkably check’d in his former Courfe of Drinking. 

| | * Lord’s- 
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i Lord’s-Day, April 22.) Preach’d'as wfualo 2Three Strangers 


prefent, whol faid: they’ camexon Pacdofe to. hear imeo preach. 
In the -E.vening they came. to fee mess Iendeavour’d: to en- 
courage themiin feeking after God,iand faid fome Things: to 
confirm them in’Belief of the Being and Providence of God. 


“May 27th. This Week came two young Men from Dan- 
bury (a Town on the Weft Border of Conneéticut) to hear me 
ee One faid he would come and hive with us.— 


‘ Fune 3d. Thefe young Men were at Mecting.— 


©’ Fune roth. -Preach’d as ufual. Prefent feven’néw Hearers 
from Kausaumeek andthe’ Neighbourhood, with Aunauwau- 
neekbbeck at the lead of them.—At the fame Time they ‘told 


me that the Jndian: of the Ifand were very defirous that I would 


come and preach tothem. I fent Word by dunanwauneekbbeek 
that [’ would, God. willing; be at the Jland the 23d of this 
Inftant. cet OP ou | om 

© Fune the 17th. Preach’das ufual ; prefent fome Strangers, 
and among the Keft Mauma untiffekun—who came.on Purpofe 
to be Huis ae in the Affairs of Religion, and feem’d tobe 


very defirous of Inftruction, and inclin’d to come & live with 


us.for that End. He is a Man of fome Charaéter among the 
Indians ; and ot a fober and choughttul: Air... The next “Day 
I had Opportunity to talk wich him. I endeavour’d to. thew 
him the Neceffity and Importance of Religion, encourag’d him 
with Diligence and Prayer to cnquire after. the. Truth, 


¢ Yunethe 24th. According to their :Defire, lately: fent by 
Auniuwauneekbbeek, 1 preach’ d.to the Indians: on the Ifand in 
Hudfon’s Rivers “Lhad an’ Auditory ot about go>jinrelligent 
bbenté rss’ who gave g sood Arrénuonj and feemn’d wellpleas’d, 
efpecially fome of them, with my ‘Coming. ‘The Lidians: f¥Gth 
Kaunaumeek were there. Some of the Dutch People that liv’d 


ty ‘the cRiver Side‘ invited ‘me sto” lodge with them while T 


frould ftay, but the Jvdians would not confent toliti> Aunau- 
waunerkbbeek, ane particulary faid che) would chave~ me? Iodge 
with them on the //fand; that TP might pray with thém Night 
and Morning. =—'L was entertain’d ib, kindly. by the Zaaians, 

| . © chiefly 
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« chiefly by the Care of Weenkee/quoh, * who had provided for 
« my Entertainment, Tea, {mall & ftrong Bear, and a fat Lamb. 
¢ In the Evening I defired them to come together to conficer, 


« and difcourfe upon, the Affair of Religion. With them I had 
‘ along Conference upon the’Being, Perfe€tions, and Providence 


< of God ; the Neceffity of ‘Revelation. from him in order. to 
¢ inform us in his Will, the “Truth and*Excellencyof "the 
© Chriftian Religion as a Revelation from Heaven, and the: like. 
« Some approv’d of what IJ faid ; but three or four fhew’d them- 


“€ felves very averfe to Christianity, A great many Dutch Peo- 


¢ ple were present at the Service, towhom | preach’d inEagiih : 


“¢ bur their Behaviour was much more. diforderly, than thelndians. 
€ And indeed by their Behaviour they, feem’d,to confider. the 


é Lord’s-Day rather asa Seafon for Prolicing, than for religious 
¢ Duties. | 


¢ 26. Treturn’d. In the mean Time 10, Jadians had been 
« here from a Place below; called Hukbquautenauk, witha De- 
© fign'to hear me preach, th! | | 


© Fyuly 't, Prefent at Meeting 17 Strangers; Men Women and 
€ Children, from Wukbquautenauk, including the 10 above men- 
¢ tion’d, who tarried all the Week paft, that they might have 
¢ ‘Opportunity to hear me. They all came, as they faid, to 
¢ inform themfelves in the: Affair of Religion. I preach’d the 
¢ fame Difcourfe I had prepar’d for, and deliver’d at the J/land. 
¢ After Service I difcours’d with them privately, perfuading them 
¢ in Favour of Christianity. They feem’d to think favourably 
¢ of it ; particularly one more than the Reft. [N.B. Wus- 
¢ quautenauk is in Conneéticut, about 28 Miles below us.’ 

By this Account it is evident, that there appear’d about this 
Time an uncommon Defire in the neighbouring Indians to hear 
Mr. SerGEANT ; but what Effect his E:ndeavours to ferve them 
had, any further than is to be learn’d from the Account above, 
I am not able to fay. 

I thall alfo here tranfcribe, from Mr. SzercEant’s Journal, 
{ome Account of the Indians fending Belts of Wompum irom one 

L | . Tribe 


® An Indian Woman who had liv’d at Stockbridge, and kept Houfe for Mr. 
Serceant, and Mr. Woedbridge. ~ hatte 
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Tribe to another ; as alfo the Meffages that particularly accom- 
pany’d them, that the Reader may underftand the Indian Cuttoms 


an {uch Cafes. 


© May the 12. (fays Mr. Sercrant) Came hither Feremy 
* Aunauwauneckbbeek, \ately return’d from the Shewanoos, who 
‘ brought with him three Belts and a String of Wompum, with 
* the following Meflages, vz. 3 


« Firtt Belt, : 
© Rrother Netobkum (which in our Dialect fignifies my elder 
* Brother) don’t think your Brother Kefhum (or younger Brother) 
* bas hid himfelf Jomewhere in'the Woods. I defign to live where 
* Tam, fo long as the Lord our God jhall fpare me. As often as 
* you look bere, you fball find your Brother at Mukhauwaumuk, 
* gt the great [land, and at the River Spunnauweh. 


' © Second Belt, ES 

© T'rell you fometbing further. When I get up in the Morning, 
< I will plant my Corn, at Noon it will be ripe, fo that I Jhaik 
« pave enough to eat sill Night. The next Morning I do the fame 
© again, and fo from Time to Time, as long as God foall give me Life 
“ and Strength. 

This was deliver’d with one Haif of the Belt ; with the other, 

Brother, don’t bide any good Thing from me. ; 


© Third Belt, 

‘ T tell you fomething further (both ia the dual Number in 
Indian) Let us with Confultation feek that which 4s goad , and 
© when we bave found it, let us hold it faft, as long as God our 
‘ Lord fhall preferve our Lives. And let us always teach our 
© Children that which ts good. 

© £his Word your Brother hat dwells at Mukhauwaumuk, and 
© your Brother of the great Iftand, and at the River Spunnauweh, 
© and your Grandfather (that is, the River Indians that live inter- 
* fpers’d among the Showanoos) tell you [0 

© The String of Wompum' brought an Anfwer to what our 
© Indians fent to them 'fome Time ago. 

© Brother, I thank you for your Word of Advice, you told me 
* drinking was not good. 1 now leave it off, and you feall not fina 

© your Brother drunk again, 
ere 


ee 
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¢ The Meffenger added, that they actually had. made'a Law 
s againft buying any Rum of the Tradess,.and had broken fome 
« Cags in which they had brought it to them, and fpilt the Rum. 


« Fanuary 20th ¥739,40.. Preach’d to a large Auditory, con- 
fitting of many Strangers, who were gather’d together here 
with a Defign to promote, and confirm, a League of Neutra- 
lity among the feveral Tribes of Indians in North-America, in 
Cafe there fhould be a War, between’ England & France, which 
was then expected. This Tride had, about two Months before, 
receiv’d a Meffage, which then came directly from the Scatse- 
kooks, which imported that the French and Englifh Mohawks 
had already confented to ftand Neuter. And this Zride were 
‘now defir’d to come into the Projetion. They therefore’ pre- 
par’d three Belts of Wompum, with diftinct. Meflages to each. 
Two of the Belts were to be fent to a Tribe of Eaftern Indians, 
that live at a Place they call Wtanfhekaunbtukko. The third 
to a Tribe ftill further Eaftward, at a Place they call Naunau- 
choowuk, (the fame I fuppofe which is generally in New- 
England, call’d Norridgeweck..). it will perhaps be thought an 
excufeable Digreffion to infert thofe Speeches in this Journal. 


¢ With the firft Belt they fay, 
¢ Brother, We bave always liv’'d in firi& Alliance with you by 
Leagues of Friend[bip, long ago enter’d into by our fore Fathers ; 
and. we have been wont from Time, to Time to confult together 
what is bef to be done, and to communicate our Determinations 
one to another : We therefore depend upon it you will be willing 
to. bear us, becaufe we bave been always Friends. | 


¢ Second Belt, teri} ely | | 

¢ Brother at Wranthekaunhtukko, By this we. may know we 
are Brethren, becaufe we have one Father in-Heaven, ihe: Lord of 
il. Let us have a tender Regard to our Families. Lhe white 
People, with whom we refpecFively live in: Alliance, are about. to 
enter into a War. We only: destroy. ourfelves by, madling, wil 
their Wars.. They are great and: firong,, and: reach to the Clouds. 
© Let us fit and look on when they engage... Don’t let any of your 
‘ People affift in their Wars. And white they fight, let us. fit and 
© fmoke together. | 
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© Therefore three of your Brethren fend you this Meffage, ae 
¢ the Highlands, Monhekun, and Scattekook. 

“Third Belt, a 

© Brother at Naunauchoowuk. Though you had begun aWar 

* with the Enelith, you would regard us, if we fhould defire you to 

« leave off. . You will without Doubt not intermeddle if we infift 

© upon it.. Maybe, the Englith think the Indians prevent their 

“ conquering ther Enemies, the French 5 therefore let us fit and 
* /moke together, aud fee who will be Conquerers? 

A very juft and rational Scheme this, and, had it fucceeded, 
would have been much to the Advantage of the Indians, as well 
as.to.us. But there is little or no Profpect of fuch a Neutrality 
taking Place, fo long as the French have fuch an Afcendent over 
many of them. 

Though the Indians had, for fome Years paft, improved the 
interval ann at Stockbridge; yet it was not divided to them, 
that every one might know and improve his own Property, till. 
this Year. In May Seffion of the General Court, the Indians pre- 
fer’d a Petition to the Aen’ that it might be done; and they 
aeSonne appointed Col. Stoddard, and Epbr aim Williams, Efq; 
to divide the Land to them ; which Hs did to the Satisfaction 
of the Indians. | 


Auguft 16. Mr. SERGEANT was married to Mrs. “Abigail 
Williams, eldeft Daughter of Ephraim Williams, E{q;, lately fet- 
tled at Stockbridge, a “Gentlewoman whom he tenderly lov’d, and 
jultly efteem’d as one of Heaven’s greateft Bleffings ; of which. 
(in a Letter to Dr. Colman) he fpeaks as follows. 

‘ You will forgive me, Sir, if I think that moft ingenious 
* Woman is not the fmalleft Gift of divine Bounty, that I 
¢ have receiv’d, fince I undertook a Life tho’t to be fo felf- 
‘ denying. The more tenderly I love her, the more thankful 
¢ I am to Heaven, who has form’d her as if on Purpofe for me, 
“and given her to. me, as if, (like the Father of Mankind) he 
‘ tho’c it not good for me to be bere alone :’. And in her he took 

the greateft Satisfaction the Remainder of his Days. 
But to return. 

The Gifts Mr. SERcrant this Year receiv’d were no {mall 
Help to him, in defreying the neceflary Charges of a Family. 
june 
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_ Fune the 17th he writes. * This Week I receiv’d four Pounds 
« fifteen Shillings from an unknown Gentleman in England. 


© Fune 26th. This Week by Capt. Williams 1 receiv’d from 
¢ the Rev. Dr. Colman, of Mr. Holden’s Charity, twenty Pounds, 
© Mr. Woodbridge alfo the fame Sum. 

© Dr. Colman had been inform’d thatMr. SERGEANT was about 
¢ Marrying, and therefore fays to him ina Letter of Zune 1ft 5 

© As I know theE-xpence of fettling yourfelf in a Dwelling, &c. 
« fo it lies with you, Sir, now to command, as, aod when you 
¢ pleafe. The Refidue of the Money for the current Year is in 
< Col. Winthrop’s Hands. At the fame Time I do now fend 
© fortyPounds, twenty for yourfelf, and ¢wenty for Mr. Wocdbridge, 
«by the Hand of Ephraim Williams, fq; your worthy Neigh- 
¢ hour, out of the Money of the honourable Samuel Holden, Eig; 
© of London, in my Hands. And it is his Pleafure, I fhould 
¢ affift you in the Service you are labouring in. And if you 
¢ have Need of further Affiftance this Year, for yourself, or Mr. 
¢ Woodbridge, be not backward, but timely in letting me know 
«of it; and your Draught fhall be anfwer’d tothe Sum of an 
¢ Hundred Pounds. 

In anfwer to which,Mr. SERGEANT wrote Fuly 17. as follows. 

‘Your Offer of Affiftance to me, and Mr. Woodbriage, 
© from Mr. Holden’s Money, is exceeding kind 5 the forty Pounds 


“¢ Capt. Williams brought us was very welcome. The Expence 


© of fettling ourfélves is indeed very great. You are fenfible the 
¢ Value of Bills is fallen confiderable fince our Salaries were 
‘ranted. And tho’ we are not in Circumftances of dittreffing 
« Want, yet fuch Affiftance as you offer would be very accep- 
<table. I covet not Wealth ; but would gladly live as free as 
< poffible from the perplexing Cares of Lite, that 1 may attend 
¢ the proper Bufinefs of my Calling without Diftraction, which 
‘truly requires the moft prudent and diligent Application. 

Accordingly, in-a Letter to. Mr. SERGEANT of November 10. 
the Doctor writes. 

< | prefent to You and Mr. Woodbridge, tighty Pounds of Mr. 
© Holden's Money, fifty Pounds for you, and thirty Pounds forMr. 
© Woodbridge. If your Salary will not anfwer for theSupport 
¢ of yourFamily, you muft tell the Commiffioners fo by Mr.Secre- 
© tary Winthrop. ‘ You 
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* You need not let them know the Affiftance added by me ; 
that is but an occafional Thing. You ought to have a Sup- 
© port from the Commiffioners What I’ve done for you and 
‘ Mr. Woodbridge has hitherto pleas’d Mr. Holden well, and he 
‘ adds his Prayers for you in every Letter, and has, 1 doubt not, 
* your conftant Thank{giving to God for him,and Supplications 
* on his Behalf, as he earneftly defires.—— , 

It was with a humble and grateful Spirit that Mr. SErGEANT 
receiv'd thefe Donations. In his Letter to the Doéfor, of Fuly 
17th he fays. | 

‘ In every Letter you write, I fee more of your native Good- 
“ nefs, and the Power of divine Grace, which has made you fo 
“ great a Blefling ; and may it long continue you fuch. I bluth 
« to think how little I deferve the good Opinion, you are pleas’d 
* to entertain of me; and how unworthy I am of the divine 
Bounty, and repeated Benefactions of Men of Charity, Partak- 
ers of the divine Nature. Pray for me that I may haveGrace 
faithfully to ufe the Talents committed to my Truft. 7 
In another Letter_ of December 26th. * I receiv’d the 
‘ fifty Pounds you was pleas’d to, prefént me with, out of Mr. 
Holden’s Bounty, for which I am mott thankful to God, to you, 
* andto that worthyGentleman, whofePraife is in all theChurches. 
‘Your Letter is fo full of Kindnefs it almo@ confounds me. 
© I bluth to confider how little [ deferve the leaft of all that 
é 


a & & 


Ca) 


Goodnefs God is pleas’d to beftew upon me, thro’ the Hands 
of his Servants. May ten Thoufand Bleflings, from theFoun- 
tain of Life and Joy, crown the Heads of my Benefactors.! 
And may I have Grace given me to improve every Talent to 
© the Glory of my Lord and Matter ! te 
The Adce:ing- Houje, built for the Indians, at the Charge of the 
Province, was now fo far compleated, that on November 29th 
(which was a Day of pudlick Thank/giving through the Province) 
the Inhabitants met, and attended. the publick Worfhip. in it. 
The Indians being much addicted to Drunkennefs render’d, it 
neceflary, that My. Sexrceant, and others concern’d, for their 
Good, fhould ufe alt prudent and proper Meafures to. prevent 
their running into Excefs. Accordingly they mov’d to the: Jn- 
dians, vo reftrain thofe. among themfelyes, who were wont to 
, make 
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make Gain by bringing Rum into the Place, and felling it to 
others; which the well difpofed Indians freely came into 5 
and agreed upon a Penalty of Forty Pounds York Money 
to be laid upon thofe who fhould do it. Thofe alfo who kept 
Taverns in neighbouring Places, and had fold Drink to fuch 
sii as were given to Excefs, they reprov’d, and endeavour'd 
to diffuade them from a Practice which prov’d fo hurtful co the 
Indians, But fome evil-minded Perfons,among the Englifh and 
Dutch, made a Handle of thofe Things to difgaft the Indians ; 
telling them, that this was an unreafonable Incroachment upon 
their Liberty ; that thofe who abridg’d them of the Liberty of 
ufing Drink, would by and by incroach upon their other Liber- 
ties; that they were usd worfe than Slaves; that they were 
treated as if they were Dogs, and the like. By thefe Infinuations 
the Indians (who are as fond of Liberty, as of ftrong Drink) 
were much difturb’d, and fome of them went into great Degrees 
of Excefs ; and New-Year’s Day being at Hand, which the 
Dutch trequently honour by being Drunk upon it, by whofe 
Example the Indians were ealily led into the Practice, Mr. Szr- 
GEANT was greatly concern’d, left it fhould be a Day of great 
Diforder with them:; to prevent which he took a very prudent 
Method; which I fhall give in his own Words. 
© December 30th 1739. Preach’d as ufual, and propos’d to 
¢ have an Exercife of publick Worfhip on New- Year's Day,now 
‘ at Hand : for I fuppofed the Indians defign’d to have a great 
Frolick-on that Occafion, after the Manner of the Dutch in the 
neighbouring Government, whofe Example they are very apt 
to follow: And I thought to have a publick Exercife on that 
Day, the moft likely Method to prevent fuch Excefs 5 which 
accordingly fueceeded. For on thatDay ( fanuary the rft) the 
Indians were univerfally at Meeting, and. there was no Drinking 
at all, tho’ there was plenty of Rum in the Town. Which 
was a rare Inftance of Moderation at that Seafon. 

Tho’ there were fome diforderly Perfons among the Jndians, 
who were too free with ftrong Drink, yet this was what the grea- 
ter Part of them lamented, and they ftill,in the general, conti- 
nued to behave well. 

Their Number at Stockbridge from Time to Time increas’d, 


by the Addition of new Families from Abroad ; to that from 
about 
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about 50, the Number when Mr. SERGEANT went among them, 
they were now increasd to 120. 


Mr Serceanrt in his Journal of March 27th 1740. fays, 

© The whole Number of Inhabitants is 120. Our Number 
is increas’d by the Addition of new Families, but reckoning by 
© Births and Deaths the Number is fomewhat leffen’d ; which 
« has one Year with another been theCafe ever fince I have been 
© acquainted with thefe Indians.’ : 

This perhaps is the Cafe of the Indians in general, who’ live 
bordering upon, and among the Lagli/h. Their Numbers do not 
increafe, but in fome Places they are diminifh’d & come al moft 
to Nothiag. For which divers Reafons may ° be affign’d, 
viz. Their Intemperance. They are fo often Drunk, bothMen 
and Women, that it is doubtlefs ruinous to the Conftitutions 
both of Parents and Children.—Their great Irregularity in Diet, 
may be another Reafon ; for they frequently go without eating 
any Thing two or three Days, and when they come again where 
it is to be had, they eat an immoderate Quantity, fet no Bounds 
to their Appetite, but croud down whatever they can.—Again, 
When they are fick, they take little or no Care of themfelves, or 
of one another ; for fo long as the fick Perfon can ftand and 
walk, he goes out of Docrs upon all Occafions, be it Rain or 
Snow, or whatever the Weather is, and whatever. Diftemper 
he is exercis’d with. And in the mean Time they make ufe 
of few, or no Means to help the Sick. It is aWonder therefore 
that they be not all fick, and that any recover when’théy are fo! 

Ina Letter of September 8th Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. SEr- 
CEANT of the Death of the honourable Samuel Holden of London, 
and adds. ‘ So that Spring of your Comfort and Support, 1s 
© cut off. Blefled be God that it run fo long, ‘and fo fully ! 
But yet the Doéfor once more affifted Mr. Sercgant and Mr. 
Woodbridge, by fending them fome Thing of what remain’d of 
that Gentieman’s Money. In a Letter of December 20th he fays, 


© What I am able to do at prefent, 1s,. to deliver into Mr- 

© Brown’s Hands, twenty Pounds of Mr.Holden’s Money for yous 
© and tenPounds for Mr. Woodbridge.’ TheReceipt of whichMr- 
Sercranr acknowledg’d in a Letter of March 17th following: 
: By 
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‘ By Mr. Brown, I receiv’d your obliging Letter, with the 
Money..and Books you fent. My Obligations to you increafe, 
and my Gratitude, I hope, in forme Proportion : But Ged for- 
* bid that 1 fhould forget the Fountain of Good from whence 
‘every Stream flows! My Heart and Eye, I truft, are to him 
© who has put itiinto your Power and Heart to help me. 
poo The Funeral. Sermon von Mr. Holden’s Death, is excellent, 
“\whichi read with great Pleafure. + “How happy for, and be- 
© neficial tothe World, are fuch large Improvements in Grace? 
How ‘honourable to Religion and the glorious Author of our 
Salvation ? May many fuch fhining Examples of Piety and 
* Vertue appear in the World, to inftruct the ignorant, to re- 
* prove the-vicious, and to encourage theHearts of the faithful.’ 
| The Lieutenant’s: Wife, of whom Mr. Sercreantr has divers 
_. Times fpoken, as a valuable & virtuous Woman, died July 14. 
© With a comfortable Hope days Mr. Szexceanr) ot eternal 
¢ Life; fpending ther laft Moments in exhorting her Hufband 
© and Children to Godlinefs.’”. And. when Mr. Szerceanr vifited 
her a few Days before her Death, and at her Defire. pray’d with 
her; fhe told him ‘fhe was content to die, hoping by ithatMeans 
to’be free from Sin, which was now her Burden ;.and if her Life 
was Jenothen’d out, it was likely, thro’ Temptation, fhe fhould 
be prevail’d upon-to ‘commit.more Sin. 

The'Captain’s Wife alfo, whom Mr. Szerceanr efteem’d a 
‘pious Woman, died the March following of a Confumption. 
> March the:29th. This Evening (fays Mr. Serceanr) died 
* Kunkapot’s Wife, having enjoyed, all along in her Sicknefs, a 
‘good ‘Hope thro’-Grace of a happy Eternity.’ 

nthe foremention’d Letter of March 14th 1741. Mr. Ser- 
GEANTOfir{t propos’d to Dr.Colman, his Vhoughts of fetting up a 
-Charity-Houfey atterwards -call’d a Boarding- School, for the “Edu- 
cation of Children in Labour and Induftry, as well as Learning. 
Experience taught him that the Jndian Cuftoms and Way of 
Living, were great Impediments to the Progrefs of Chriftianity 
‘among ‘them, ‘and their behaving agreable to their Profeflion : 
for theMen live an idle & indolent Life, whichis very unfriendly 
‘tO Religion ; ; dt being their Cuftom for the Women'to do all the 

M . Work, 


+ Dr. Co/man’s Funeral-Sermon on the Death of Mr. Helden, preach’d before 
the General Afembly, and printed at their Defire, and by their Order. 
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Work, as getting Wood, Planting, Howing, 8c. ‘The Men ge- 
nerally efteem it a Shame for them to follow any other Bufinefs 
but that of Hunting. Hence the Women cannot, if they: would, 
be acquainted with Houfewifry, being oblig’d to carry on all the 
Bufinefs abroad. Mr. Serceant’s Defign therefore was better 
to regulate their Conduct in that Refpect, by taking their Chil- 
dren, when young, and training up, both Sexes, inBufinefs proper 
for them, that when they fhould be grown up, they might, be 
both able and willing to provide for themfelves in a ‘Way of Di- 
ligence and Induftry, which would in great Meafure free them 
from many of thofeemptations, by which they are now infnar’d’; 
and enable them to make a much better Figure than they now 
do, or can do, while they continue-entire Strangers: to alk the 
Arts of Induftry and good Living, and indulge themifelves in 
Idlenefs. . | 

‘I have (fays Mr. Serczanr to the Doéor) entertain’d 
¢ Thoughts (and they have made a ftrongImpreffion on myMind) 
« of attempting to fet up a Charity-Hou/e, for the Inftruction: of 
¢ our Indian Children, both Boys and Girls, in Bufinefs-and In- 
« duftry, as well as in Reading, and Writing, and the Matters 
¢ of Religion.. Whether the Motion be from God; Time will. 
« make more manifeft. I fhould be glad of your Opinion of. 
«the Thing. This I believe Mr. Hollis expected would be the: 
¢ End of his noble Beginning. The Defign, I am certain, is: 
« good ; whether it be feafible, you may be a better Judge than 
¢ [, Itis what I have tho’c of for a long. Time-; but fappos’d. 
« the Jealoufies of the Indians would be a Barin the Way 5 but 
‘ hop’d that Difficulties of that Nature would: vanifh withTime. 
¢ | have kept the Defign to myfelf, nor have 1 ever mention’d it 
to any of the Jndians.. lt mayeperhaps now.be Time, to act 
< upon it. I doubt-not but I can procure.a good. Accommoda- 
© tion of Land for fuch a Purpofe. The Charge, I know would 
¢ be confiderable ; but after a While it is to be hop’d, with,the 
« Blefling of God, they may be able to maintain themfelves, at 
* lJeaft in great Meafure. If I fhould attempt fuch;-a/ Thing, <I 
¢ pray God fpare your Life to affift in it, by, yourv Advice, | 
¢ Prayers, and Influence with your Correfpondents Abroad ;and. 
© ro introduce me into their Acquaintance. : 


Dr... 
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Dr. Colman feems to receive the Propofal with fome Surprize, 
yet bleffes it ; and] hope a Bleffing is in it, and pray God it may. 
attend it ; tho’ at prefent it wants Encouragement. 


The Doffor in a Letter of April 4th replies, 
‘___Dear Sir, What mean you by‘your projected Charity-' 
© Houfe? The God of Frankius lead and animate you, own and 
‘ fucceed you. I fhou’d wifh to live to afift in it by the Wilk 
< of God. But it needs not at all my living to helpic. If the 
© Motion be of God, he will find Hands. He makes Hearts, 
© forms Purpofes in them, and means to execute them. As’ 
© Nathan {aid to David, fo 1 am willing to encourage you to 
‘ hope, God is with you. We mutt not be fudden neither ; we 
« may project what others may execute. A good Motion (fay 
© they) feldom dies inParliament ; and fhall it inProvidence ?—* 
But I muft leave this Affair, for the prefent, to attend Mr. 
SERGEANT in a long Journey of about 220 Miles, to Sufquaban- 
nab-River, where be went with a Defign to open the Way for 
a Miflion to the Shonawoes Indians, fo call’d, who live upon that 
River, in Penfylvania Government, and about 50 Miles from 
any Engli/b Inhabitants. | : 

But becaufe I find the beftAccount of Mr. Serczant’s Pro- 
ceedings in this Journey, given ina Letter to George Drummond, 
Eq; of Edinburgh, Prefident of the Commuttee of Direétors, for 
the Society for propagating Chrifitan Knowledge, 1 fhall firft bere 
 infert a Letter from Mr. Drummond to Mr. Serceanr, and then 
give his Anfwer, in which the Account of his Journey is con- 
tain’d. Mr. Drummona’s is as follows. : : 


Reverend Sir, 

‘ Inthe Courfe of Correfpondence, with a View to fee if the 
‘ Society for propagating Cbriftian Knowledge could’be any. Way 
< ufeful, in fending the glorious and everlafting Gofpel among 
<¢ the Iudiaxs, among whom Satan’s Kingdom has remain’d fo 
< Jong undifturb’d, we have heard with great Pleafure of the 
¢ unwearied Pains you take in Labours of this Kind, in which 
< our common Lord is pleas’d to honour you with great Suc- 
< cefs. We defire to blefs him for it, and to offer up ourPrayers 
¢ for the Continuance of his’ Prefence with you, and for the Pre- 


©. fervation of fo ufeful a Life. 
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* T have the Command of the Society’s Committee of DireGors, 
© as their Prefident fur the Time, heartily to congratulate you 
© on this Account, and to exprefs the Satisfaction they have in 
© the Profpect of the Help you generoufly offer to give the 
© Miffionaries we purpofe-to fettle for the forwarding that good 
© Work. The Rev. Mr. Dickinfon, and Mr. Pemberton, give it 
* as their Opinion, that Forty Pound Sterling per Annum is the 
* leaft fuch Gentleman can fubfift on. The Committee tran{mit 
‘ this Propofal to the general Meeting, which meets next 
* Month, with their unanimous Opinion that it fhould be gone 
‘ into; and we hope the Society will agree to the employing of. 
+ Eighty Pound per Annum for the Support of two Miffioxaries. 
© in your Parts. We have defir’d the Gentlemen to fend us a 
* Litt of proper Perfons to correfpond with us on the Subject of 
* this Miffion ; to be authoriz’d properly by the Saciety for thar 
‘End. But 1am. particularly order’d, by the Direéiors, to in- 
* treat you will favour us witha particular Correfpondence with 
“ yourfelf, which be pleas’d to. commence with an Account of 
what Advances Chriftianity has made among the Judians 
hitherto, and to continue the Hiftory from Time to Time. 
The more particular you are, it will be the more obliging. If 
you pleafe to. addrefs your Letters tome, I will Jay them be- 
fore the Commuttee. Ll am with great Efieem, 

Reverend Sir, . 
Edinbureh, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
Feb. oth 1740 George Drummond. 


a 
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To the foregoing Letter, the followingis Mr. SErcgantT’s 
An{wer, 
SI%5, 
< Your Favour of February oth came to Hand a few Days ago, 
which has laid me under Obligations to Ya, and the honour- 
able Committee of Direéfors, for the kind and undeferv’d good 
Opinion you are pleas’d to entertain of me, & for yourPrayers: 
(which I highly value) offer’d on my Behalf, to the Ged of 
all Grace. J afk your continu’d Prayers for me, that 1 may 
¢ have Grace to be found faithful and fuccefsful, in promoting 
‘ the Kingdom of our glorious Lord, who has honour’d me 
* with fo great and important a Truft, as that of Preaching the 
* everlafting 
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everlafting Gofpel; where his Name has not been known ; and 
in which, | thro’ the Grace of God, I’ve Reafon to hope my 
Labour has’ not: been’ altogether in vain. 

‘ There appears'to mea “fair Profpeét of a happy Miffiom to 
a ‘Tribe of Jndians in ftrict Alliance with ours, known by. the 
Name of the Showanoos; living in the Province!of Pen/ylvania, 
about 220 Miles diftant from us ; to whom our Indians have 
recommended the Chriftian Religion ; but as yet have receiv’d 


‘no direct and particular Anfwer : Only they have heard, that 


what they fent occafion’d much Talk among thenv; and that 
fome propos’d the fending of two or three of their Children 
here, ‘to be inftructed in Chriftianity, in order to teach them: 
‘ Ice was of thefe Indians, 1 fpake to the Rev. Mr. Dickinfon 
Jaft Fall ; letting him know, thar I defign’d, by the Favour of 
divine Providence, to make them a Vifir, and to endeavour to 
open the Way forthe glorious Gofpel of our.uord Jefus Chrift 
among them’; *and ctefir? d his Intereft and the Rev..<MroPem:= 


-berton’s with your honourable Society, for: the Support of’ fuch 


Miffion, if God fhould open the Door for it. 


¢ And now I thank God, and you, into whofe Heart he has. 


put it, to contribute'te this charitable Defign ; which I pray 
God in his infinite Mercy to fucceed, to the “Glory of his Name 


among: the Gentiles, and to the Honour of his Son, who ts made: 


Head over all Things ta the Church. 

* Forty Pounds Sterling is indeed the leaft a Gentleman em- 
ploy’d in fuch Service can expect. It is very neceflary Under- 
takings of this Nature fhould be well fupported, that the 
Miffionary may have'no other Concern, than to attend the 
Bufinefs of his Miffion, in’ which he will find he has Work 
enough to do, and muft put on Refolution noc to be fhaken 
by: fmall'Oppofition. I intend (God willing) before Winter 
tomake my propos’d Vifit to thofe Judians, abter which I may 


be able to give you a more particular Account. But now 
‘proceed, according to your Defire, to give a Hiftory »of the 


A dvances Chriftianity has made among. us. |». 
The Hiftorical Account here fpoken of, Mr. SERGEANT fits to 


the honourable Society in Scotland, but had no Time to take a 
Copy of. it, as ‘he inform’d the Rev. Mr. Pemberton of New-York 
to whom he fent it, to be tranfmitted to Great-Britain.. Had.a 


Copy 
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Copy of dt been see it would ‘have: beem alvery-great Help to 
me in compofing this Work ; for Mr. “y ‘ootrom his own 
Papers, Memory, &c. doubtiefs; was able:to give a much better 
Account/of/ Things than-1 can poffibly do, fromthe few Papers 
before! mes :and without: Doubt he gave a very juft and correct 
Account: of what pafs’d from the Beginning: of -his Miffion’ to 
that Time. After his Hiftory he goes on to: fay, 
©: Thus, Sir, I have given an Alccoiitit of the Progrefs Chrift 
tianity has made here, with fome general Account ‘of our pre- 
fent State of Affairs: I began to write :prefently after I re- 
ceiv’d your Letter:in fuly daft, and defign’d to have. prepar’d 
the Anfwer-tovyours, and fent itrbefore Winters: but the afflic+ 
* ted Circumftances of my Family prevented me then,:and *b 
‘>one Interruption & another, I have not been able to finifh it.till 
* now. * DL have been fo particular, that,. perhaps, I fhall be 
* thought. tedious.:.In this Point 1 hope gyour,Candour will ex- 
* cufevine..-T have omittedia/great many Rarticulars. 7 
© You will eafily:perceive, in the Perufal of this Journal, that 
the Jndians are avery ‘difficult -People-to deal with ; whoever 
¢ undertakes to have much to do with them, had need to fortify 
© himfelf with an obitinate Patience. Oppofition I always ex- 
pected, but met with it in Inftances where I dreamt not of it, 
‘and leaft: expected it.;.; The Devil has always his Temptations 
¢ and Inftruments to promote his Caufe. A Number we have; 
€ T hope, that are truly converted. 
¢.Our Affairs are now in a good and flourifhing State, edit 
‘ dering the Oppofition the-Gofpel has met with, efpecially from 
< fome “profefied Chriftians'; 1 think, the Progrefs it. hasmade 
© has been extraordinary.. May God own his’ Work and blefs it. 
‘ I purpofe, by the Favour of God, fome; Time next>Month 
to make my Vifit to the Showanoos.. What I meet with among 
them I will tranfmit you an: Account of. Let me have the 
Bleffing of :your Prayers, that; however unworthy, L'may. be 
emade-an Inftrument of promoting the Kingdom and Glory of 
our bleffed Lord.»:; And may, God crown,all your pious and 
charitable Defigns with happy Succefs, and you finally with 
immortal Glory. And grant me the Honour of being reputed, 
Stockbridge, vsti. Sir: Your mops obedient, 
april. 2988741. wr sila. od Edunble Servant, 
; JOHN SERGEANT. 
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Mr. SERGEANT, \ according ; to: his ‘Purpofe, fet out ,on ‘his 
Journey,:accompanied ‘by: fome of his Indians, to. the Showanoos; 
May. the 26th . Funen3dhearrived at Sa/quahannab., . June 7th 
he preach’d to the Indians living on Delaware-iver, as jhe re- 
turn’d from Sa/quabannah. » And Fune 20th he got Home. 

Thefe brief Hints he has given in his Journal; and-.in a 
Letter of ‘Fune2 3d to George Drummond, Eig; he gives the fol- 
lowing: more large Account. 00 11 ') bnrwiadiovl asble: 3 

i | | Stockbridge, Funé 23d A7Ate 

Sir, - fa 
¢ | am juft return’d from Sa/quabannab, where according to 
my Defign, I have been,in order to-open the Way for the Pro- 
pagation ofthe: Gofpel among the Showanoos : :1 found the 
Place about'220 Miles diftant:from us, about 50 \ from any 
Englifo Inhabitants, and the: Road.to it exceeding difficult. 

“The Meéflage we carried, was this, | 
‘ Brother, whovbave feen fovmany Mornings bere, at. Mukhhau- 
waumukyyou live in briendbip with our Grandfather, our League 
reaches asfaras the great Mand,and the Riven Muwuldauntuguh.. 
The Reafon of my coming, is, becaufé I:diflike' our Way, of living», 
our Father aboverdoes not approve of it, we.weary out bis Patience. 
‘ You always Stand in thei Prefence of our Father, and. be would 
-* have bisChildren turn about to hins:\; Lam cometo turnyou to. him. 

© Hfiyou pity your Body Soul, you will neceive the Chrittian Reli- 

© giom . tis always the Priviledge of an eldér) Brother to teach brs 
-Syounger: Brother, if be knows any: Thing that 1s Good; Tf bis Bro- 
¢ pher be lofts: bewill tel him; This isthe Way, to! Lifes)) 2)» 

© The enlightening of the Eyes is im the7Chriftian Religion. | You 
“will fome Time come:toiknow'-that we have been loft. You will 
‘ufek what itiis-td divesmbkeathenifm, if, your Eyes are open'd;, In 
ot the'End of. the World you'willfee-a Good prepar'd tf you embrace 
i ¢he Chriftian Religion in Truth ,.and if you believe it. not, you 
“will /fee:a Punifhment provided. | Formerly our Fore- Fathers us'd 
“ to fend Meffages to.one another, bui their Speeches, were. Nothing. 
© They:were wontiin theConclufion af their Speeches to fayy now» I 
o& fee:the. Sun.at' Noon you foall..always; fee| clearly 3 you. Shall fee 
© Nothing:ami/s:>But thefe,Lhings which they {pake in Darkne/s 
© were) Nothing. » The only true Light which enlightens the, Eyes,. 
‘is the Chriftian: Religion.. 
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* Brother, this iscour Teacher’, we rbave. brought bim with’ us, 
thinking perbaps be may open yourcbyes:h ‘lettle, that sou may. fee 
the Way toveternal Life. \\ We: wifh: “gan zoasid, | bear Bim. He is 


‘our elder Brother. 


© Dhis Meffage-your Brother at Nauionvs vate cae He likes 
the Chriftian' Religion. 

£ Ftinsattsbe:inoted thatthe Sbowaneos call our Indians -theit 

elder Brother, and ours call them their younger, Brother. 

‘ When we? had dehiverdthis Meffage, they retir’da litle 
While, and then brought in their Anfwer ; which was to this 
Purpofe. 

© Ut is true, werbaverone Father above, sandrwe are, ahobhed in bis 


‘Prejence. ~The Indians -bave one Way of honouring and pleafi ing 
‘him, and the White People havesanother 5 bothare acceptable to 


Him. IT am glad to: hear from: my Brother, and to cultivate 
Friendfhip with him. He fhallsatways find me here if he has any 


“Meffage to fend: But Chriftianity need notsbethe Bond:of Union 


between us. ds for your Teacher. I cannot underfiand him. If 
I could underfandcbun, it might bewellto bear him; but be 
ypeaks its an unknown Tongue. > 

“It was eafy’toofee, »by this. Anfwer, \ they. had, no \;Mind. to 
receive Chriftianity. However, Isdefir’d them .toshear fome- 
thing ‘I ‘had to‘fay, and they:agreed at «fhouldibe then imme- 


diately. “T weneoanabour ‘halfvan Hour\to prepare ny In- 
‘terpreter,' by reading: my \Difgourfe'to shims: “When I came in 
‘again, I found many of \themmdifpens’d sand while I was:fpeal- 


ing their -Chief wenwoue. *!Theysgavesnotferious Attention at 
all-to what I'faid° When ud -had done, they ‘prefently ‘fell to 
talking, and: ‘reproaching ‘Chriftianity.;:and dhew’d. an utter 
Averfion ‘to‘it,. ‘TI wouldhavecenter?dumto:aDebate with them, 
andendeavour’d' to remove *theirsPrejudices, and. anfwer’dcheir 
Objections ; ‘but'they ‘would hear Nothing:of the Matter. °I 
folind they had ftrong‘and invincible Prejudices again{t\Chrif- 
tianity, at leaft theProteftant Religion : 3 deriv’d; it fhou’d feem, 
from ‘the French, and confirm’d by their own Obfervation of 
the Behaviour of that vile’Sort‘of\, Men ‘the ‘Traders, that go - 
among them.; for'they *faid (which I believe.is an unhappy 
and reproachful Truth) that-they:would-tie, cheats:and debauch 
their Women, and even-their Wives, if their Hufbands were 
§ not 
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To. George Drummond, Eig; 


not at Home.’ They were further prejudic’d againft Chrif- 


tianity from the inhofpitable Treatment they had fometimes 
met with from thofe who call themfelves Chriftians. «They 
faid the Sinnicas (a Tribe of Indians much under the Influence 
of the French) gave them their Country where they now live ; 


-but charg’d them withal never to receive Chriftianity from us. 


‘ The French fpread their Influence far and wide, and indeed 
I believe (which I was not fo much aware of before this Jour- 
ney) that they have fcatter’d their Poifon among all the ladians 
of North- America, and have been the Means of {tiring up that 
Jealoufy and Sufpicion among our Indians, which has made 
us fo much Difficulty in dealing with them: for they tell them 
that the Defign of the Engili/b is to inflave, and then to deftroy 
them, under the Pretence of making them Chriftians. By 
thefe ftrong Prejudices, I found them fo averfe to theReception 
of Chriftianity, that 1 was difcourag’d in the Attempt, and fo 
left them, pitying their Ignorance, and: praying God to open 
their Eyes. | 
© When [returned to Delaware, I got the Indians inhabiting 
there,together, and. preach’d to them in ourDialect,which they 
could underftand without an Interpreter. They were about 30 
inNumber to hear me, who gave a very diligent Attention, and 
feem’d to be mov’d, had no Objections to make, but were de- 
firous of further Inftruction. 1 preached to them twice. The 
whole Tribe is about 400 in Number ;. but is much difpers’d, 
having no Accommodation of Land ; but L have engag’d fome 
Gentlemen to endeavour to provide for them ia that Refpect : 
which, if it can be effected,to their Satisfaction, there is a hope- 
ful Profpeét of a fuccefsful Miffion among them. I have drawn 
out a Journal containing a particular Account of thePropaga- 
tion of Chriftianity among us, which I have fent to the Rev. 
Mr. Pemberton, to tranfmit to you, which I bope will go fate. 
? Sir,.1 am your moft obedient, &c. 
JOHN, SERGEANT, 


at Edinburgh. | 
A generous and charitable Spirit Mr. Szrczanr difcover'd 


in this, Vific to the Showanoos , a tedious Journey it was, anc 
muft of Neceffity be of confiderable Expence to him ; and his 
N 


Reward 
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Reward is doubtlefs with God 5 tho’ that poor People be not ga- 
ther’d. + But from Men he receiv’d not any Thing as a Confi- 
deration of his hard Service. | | 

As Mr. Drummond, in his foregoing Letter, defires, by Order 
of the Direéors, that Mr. SERcGzANT would favour them with a 
particular Correfpondence, and that he would begin it by giving 
them an Hiftorical Account of the Progrefs Religion had made 
among the Indians, &c. So Mr. SERGEANT comply’d with their 
Defires, fent an Hiitorical Account, and wrote the foregoing 
Letter.. But I find no Return he ever had from Mr. Drummond, 
or any other Member of that Society, nor any further Correfpon- 
dence with it; except a Letter Mr. SERGEANT wrote to the 
Prefident, for the Time, of that Society of May the 18th 1749. 
defiring, if it fell within their Sphere, thatthey would affift in 
promoting the Boarding- School, then begun at Stockbridge. Whe- 
ther Mr. Serceant’s Letter fail’d by the Way, or what elfe 
happen’d to prevent a friendly Correfpondence, 1 am not able 
to fay. 

aici Time before this, Mr. SencgaNntT wrote to Dr. Colman, 
defiring he would procure for him Dr. Watts’s Works, except a 
few Pieces already in his Hands; which I fuppofe the Dofor 
did without Charge to Mr. Sercrant. Before this I find him 
acknowledging, in a Letter to the Doéfor, the Receipt of Dr. 
Watts upon Prayer. And Sune rft 1742. Dr. Colman fays to him. 
* Tinclofe for you twenty Pounds out of the Bounty of Madam 
Hold:m and Daughters, to affit in your Support,in your fingular 
* Services for the Kingdom of our Lord & Mafter. With this 
* I fend you alfo two Pacquéts containing fix more Volumes of 
* Dr. Watts’s Works; onePacquet contains Humane Underftand- ° 
* ing, The World to come , and the Ufe and Abufe of the Paffiows, ° 
% 


& 


The other Pacquet has his Humble Attempt. Strength f° Weak- 
$ nefs. Heaven and Hell. 1 putina Sermon of Dr. Sewall’s, and | 
Dr. Chauncey’s, and my own., | 
And to fhew the Candour and Gratitude of Mr. SERGEANT, 
T here tranfcribe the Subftance of his Letter to the Door on this 
Occafion. i 
Reverend Sir, 
* *Tis feveral Months fince I receiv’d your Letter by Mr. 
* Williams, with twenty Pounds, for which my Thanks have been — 
© due, — 
cf fai. 49. 45 5. 
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due, and fhould have been return’d berore now, had -I not 


* waited for thePacquet that I might, being affected with greater 
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Gratitude, return my Thanks with double Zeal. The Books 
are lately come to Hand, a moft acceptable Prefent ; nor have 


- Thad Time to perufe them, more than juft to have a Tatte of 


Dr, Watis’s Spirit. 

¢ When I fpeak of Dr. Watts’s Spirit in his Writings, I mean 
fomething the moft excellent to be found in Humane Nature, 
and near akin to angelick Dignity ; there is fomething fo juft 
and rational, and at the fame Time fo modeft, candid and 
generous in that Gentleman’s Sentiments, that they ftrongly 
imprefs the Mind, and engage the Attention arid Affections. 
Would to God the’ fame Spirit of Candour and fuperior Devo- 
tion fhew’d itfelf in all Writings, efpecially of Divines, and 
reign’d in the Heart of every Chriftian : How many needlefs 
Controverfies would be ended by it ? And how much finful 
Divifion ceafe in the Chriftian World? Alas! how muchNeed 
have we, at this Day, of the fame Candour and Largenefs of 
Soul ?, Certainly, methinks, that Devotion muft be lefs accep- 
table to God, which fubfifts.in a Soul confin’d and narrow to- 
wards its Fellow-Men. May divine Grace enable me to be 
wifer and better by thofe Means Providence by you has put 
into. my Hands, to make me fo; and ‘may the Bleffings of 
God re(t on you for all your Kindnefs to me. I am afham’d 
to deferve fo little of the generous and benevolent Notice you 
have taken of me: But I know ’tis your greateft Satisfaction 
to do Good ; nor will Heaven forget to reward theBenevolence 
of your Heart, how little foever IMhave merited your kind 
Notice. Forgive me, Sir,:if Gratitude conftrains me to write, 
what perhaps will be offenfive to that Modefty, which almoft 
makes you forget your good Deeds. I thank you particularly 
for your own Sermon, and am glad to find init fo juft a 
Cenfure of fome Things, which unhappily darken the Glory 
of what has appear’d to bear fo many Marks of a divine Work 
in this Land. I have the Satisfaction to inform you, 
that there feems to appear a more than common Spirit of 
Serioufnefs and Reformation among our Indians, and a pretty 
general Difpofition among the Indians in thefe Parts round 


; about us, to receive Inftruction. ; ) 


N 2 Dr. 
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Dr. Colman, being acquainted with Mr. Serceant’s Defign 
of fetting up a Boarding-School at Steckbridge, as before related, 
inform’d the Rev. Mr. J/aac Hollis of it, who was difpofed to: 
encourage it; as appears from the Doéfor’s Letter of September 
a7th 1742. to Mr. Serceanr, in which are the following 
Paffages. : 

‘ Yelterday came to me another Letter from the Rev. Mr. 
* Hollis, wherein he expreffes his Wonder and very greatOffence,. 
* that nothing more is done by us here in New-England, for the 
* Propagation of Chriftian Knowledge among the: Heathen ; 
* which declares, he thinks, we have no Care for their Souls. 
* You at Bofen (fays he) might fave it out of your fine Hollands, 
* Sidks, and Laces,and /uperfine IV ocllen Cloths, and have aSchool 
* erected for Heathen Children in Imitation of what 4e has effay’d. 
* already. As to our fuperfuous Expences, I muft anfwer and 
* plead guilty, but as for the Schoo/,the Difficulties attending it 
from the Indifpofition of the Judians to fend their Children, or 
* thofe to come if a School were open’d, I muft-leave you to 
* lay before him. The good Gentleman promifes: to lend a 
* helping Hand to fuch a School,’ if it were fet up here. 

That charitable and generous Gentleman Mr. Hollis, had ‘been: 
at.the Expence of about ¢wo Hundred and eight Pounds Sterling, 
an the Space of about four or five Years, for the Benefit: of the 
Audians at Stockoridge, which was then upwards of one Thoufand 
Pounds our Money ; as appears from a Paffage in Dr. Cohwan’s. 
Return in Compliance with Mr. Sercranr’sRequeft. Augu/t 
20th 1743, the whole of which will by and by be inferted. 

The Paffage is, © 

: November 19. 1736. 1 receiv’d from Mr. Hollis, his. 
* Bill on Col. Wendell, to pay sifty-fix Pounds Sterling for the 
* Education of 12 Jndian Boys at Houfatunnuk, under the ‘Care 
‘ of the Rev. Mr. Serceanr. And dugut 15. 4738. Thad a 
* fecond Order from him for zhree Hundred &F forty-three Pounds 
* our Money. And again May.a7. 1740. athird Order fot 
* four Hundred and forty-Jeven Pounds nine Shillings. : 

_ But what have we done in :;Comparifon of ‘him ? Have any 
of our wealthy Profeflors put co:their helping Hand to this Jau- 
dable and glorious Defign? While the ‘has :been vat the Expence 
of maintaining 12 Boys,.has any private: Gentleman in.New-Eng~ 

: land 


1742 Hiftorical Memoirs, CSc. 95 


and been at the Expence of maintaining one? If therefore Mr, 
Hollis had been inform’d how little we do, is it at all ftrange that 
he fhould exprefs bis Wonder, and very great Offence, that nothing 
more.is done by us here in New-England for the Propagatica of 
Christian Knowledge among the Heathen. 

Mr. Hellis alfo, in the forementioned Letter to Dr. Colman, 
defir’d an Account from Mr. Serceanr how his Money ‘had 
been expended, and to what Purpofe? Mr. Sercranr therefore 
wrote to him, and nor only gave him a particular & fatisfactory 
Account how his Money had been Jaid out, but alfo of what 
Advantage it had been: That feveral of his Scholars had made 
great Progrefs in Learning, &c’: But Dr. Co/man having, 
tranfcrib’d the Subftance of that Letter, in bis Recommendation 
of Mr. Serceant’s Propofal of a more effectual Method for 


the Education of Jedian Children, which wi!l come in hereafter, 


1 fhall not infert it here. 
The Difficulties which Mr. Serczanr apprehended would 
attend fetting up a Boarding School,viz. the unreafonable Jealou- 


fies of the Indians, vanifh’d more and more, and he now tho’rc 


them ripe for fuch a Propofal ; and therefore wrote to Dr. Co/- 
man upon that Subject, Fanuary 24th 1742, 3. | 
‘| am much pleas’d with Mr. Hollis’s Proje&tion for a 
« School—wrote to you a Year or two ago about that Matter ;— 
¢ then thought that the J#dians would not bear fuch a Defign ; 
<: but now ‘their Temper, éfpecially of date, feerms to be much: 
“ alter’d for the better, and a more than ordinary Spirit of Reli- 
« gion feems to prevail. “Thanks be to divine Grace for it! I 
* am now of Opinion there is little or nothing on the Part of the 
*. Indians here, and in their Neighbourhocd, to difcourage fuch 
an Attempt. And if you'think it worth’ while ‘(as indeed I 
think it is) towndertake fo great a“ Thing, I pray you, either 
by yourfelf, or by the Affiftance of fome Friend that ‘has a turn: 
of Mind for fuch Projections, to:draw up a general Plan of a 
School for the Education of Indian Children; -which hall pro- 
vide nor only for their Inftruétion‘in‘Learning, but alfo in La- 
bour’; and fend it to' me, and T will try the Temper of the 
Padians with it. You may make fome guefs of the differenc 
Temper prevailing now among the Indians, from what did a. 
* few Years ago by this, that two of eur young Women, not 
. © 10ng& 
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* long fince, of their own Accord, defir’d me to provide them 
* Places among the Englifh, that they might live with them, 
‘ and fupport themfelves by their own Labour, in order to learn 
* theEnglith Languague & Manners; tho’ a fewYears apo they 
* would not be hir’d to it. And, accordingly, I fent two of them 
* to Northampton, where they liv’d contented as far as 1 know.— 


And in another Letter of J4pril 7th he adds upon the fame 
Subject. 

i Pek You will find in what I have written to Mr. Hollis, 
* that I have propofed the Affair of the free Boarding School to 
* the Zndians, and that they are mightily taken with it. I wait 

* with Impatience for an Anfwer to what I wrote you laft. 


What Mr. Serceanr wrote to Mr. Hollis, he fent unfealed to 
Dr. Colman, to which the Doéfor has Refpect in the Beginning of 
his Letter of May the 18th 1743. to Mr. SErceanr. . 


Reverend and dear Sir, 

© Your’s of Fanuary 24th, and April yth, are before me. . I 
made no Anfwer to the firft, waiting for your’s to Mr. Hollis, 
which has been long in coming. I have cover’d it to Mr. 
Hollis. It will be very acceptable to him. The Account given 
of the happy Difpofition among your Indian young People,both 
Male and Female, is admirable ; and I give thanks with you 
to the bleffed Spirit of God. I hope it will encourage Mr. 
Hollis to go on; and | purpofe to afk Mrs. Holden’s Leave to 
apply One Hundred, our Currency, towards your projected 
Boarding-Scheol. 1 hope the Commiffioners of Bofton will make 
fome Allowance towards it. And] thall be ready to join here 
in a Subfcription for fome annual Contribution. But as for 
my drawing up a general Plan, as youdefire, of fuch a School, 
it is out of my Line ; and we mutt rely on yourfelf to do it. 
You muft needs have a more clear Idea of the Thing than we 
here can ;—that Religion and Labour go together in it, is, to 
be fure, moft natural. I pray God to bring forward fuch a 
Foundation. —— Old as Iam, I have fent a Copy of your 
Letter toMr. Hodlis, unto Dr. Avery, to communicate it to the 
Indian Corporation at London , and the fame I have copied out 
for the Commsiffioners here at Bofton. It may be my laft Ser- 
vice, and I hope will be a good one.” | 3 
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Dr. Colman having declin’d drawing up a general Plan, &c. 
and defiring Mr. Sercreant todo it ; he accordingly, in aLetter 
of Auguf the 1ft, wrote his Propofal of a more effectual Method 
for the Education of Indian Children, &c. which was as follows. 


_ Stockbridge, Auguft 1. 1743. 
Reverend Sir, : 
* I now fend you a general and. rough Draught of thatDefign 
* for the Education of Indian Children, which I have fome Times 
‘ formerly hinted to you, that I had formed in my Mind, with 
‘a Defire, that you would communicate it to the World in as. 
‘ publick a Manner, as poffible, and with fuch Recommendations, 
* as you may think proper. 
© What I propofe therefore in general is,to take fuch a Method 
* in the Education. of our Indian Children, as thall in the moft 
* effectual Manner change their whole Habit of thinking and 
‘ acting ; and raife them, as far as poffible, into the Condition 
‘ of a civil induftrious and polifh’d People ; while at the fame 
‘ Time the Principles of Virtue and Piety fhall be carefully in- 
* ftilled into their Minds in a Way, that will make the moft 
* lafting Impreflion ; and withal to introduce the Englifh Lan- 
* guage among them, inftead of their own. imperfect and barbi- 
* rous. Dialef. 
“ And to accomplifh this Defign, I propofe to procure an Ac- 
* commodation of about 200 Acres of Land in thisPlace, (which 
‘ may be had without any Coft of the Indian Proprietors) and to 
* erect an Hou/fe on it, fuch as fhall be thought convenient for a 
* Beginning ; and in it to maintain a Number of Children and 
* Youth (not under tex, nor above twenty Years of Age ;) and to 
* have them under the Direction, Care & Tuition of swo Mafters,. 
* one to take the Overfight of them in their Hours of Labour, 


_ © and the other in their Hours of Study ; and to have their Time 


“ fo divided between Study and Labour as to. make one the Di- 
“ verfion of the other, that as little Time as poffible may be loft 
‘ in Idlenefs, It will, I think, be neceffary, there fhould be two 
© Mafters for this Purpofe, becaufe it will be too tedious a Fafk 
* for one. I propofe that the Fruit of their Labour thall go to 
* their own. Maintenance, and to carry on the general Defign: ; 
* except perhaps fome particular Premiums out of the Profits of 
* their Labour, if it can be afforded, to encourage Industry. I 
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-propofe:alfo to have a Stock of Caétle, 8c. maintained on the 


Place for the fame Purpofe. 


© T propofe to take into the Number, upon certainConditions, 


from among any of the Tries of Indians round about ; that 
by their Means, under the Bleffing of God, the Principles of 


Vertue and Chriftian Knowledge may be /pread as far as poffi- 


ble; which, perhaps, in a Courfe of Years may, by the 
Grace of God, open the Way for the Propagation of Chriftianity 
to the remotest Tribes. 

© To lay the Foundation, and to /upport fo great a Defign as 
this, will, without Doubt, coft a great Deal of Money ; the 


Supply of which depends altogether upon the Smiles of divine 
Providence, and the Charity of good People, who may think | 
“proper to favour It. 


© The Need of fome fuch Defign as this, is very obvious to 
all that are in any Meafure acquainted with theDifpofition and 
State of the Indians in America. It is well known, that Vertue 
and Piety make but a fow Progrefs among them in the Me- 
thods that have hitherto been ufed to promote thefe Ends. 
Nor can I think of any Thing fo /7kely, as what is’ here pro- 
pofed, in human Probability, to reot cut their vicious Habits, 


‘and to change their whole Way of Living. T-hope therefore 


the apparent Goodnefs of this Defign will recommend it to all 
charitably difpofed Perfons, who would gladly bonour God with 
their Subftance’, and that it will approve itfelf to, and be pro- 
moted by, Perfons of all Parties ; fince it is a Defign generous 
in its Intention, and calculated for the common Good of a 
ery miferable and degenerate Part of our Race, and has no Party- 
View init at all. TY perfuade myfelf therefore that all thofe | 
who are concerned for the Glory of our common Maker, and 
the Father of the Spirits of all Flefb, and for the Honour of our 
common SAviour, to whom the Heathen are given for bis In- 
beritance, and the utmoft Ends of the Earth for bis Poffefion, or 
that are only infpired with the generous Sentiments of Com- 
‘pafion to the Miferable, will unite in promoting the Defign 
here propofed. “pha 

¢ If Provipence encourage and fucceed this Defign, and a 


Fond fufficiént to carry it on, can be procured, 1 purpofe to 


enlarge the Foundation, {0 as to take in Girls, as well as Boys, 
, ‘ to 
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to be educated in a Manner fuitable to the Condition of their 
Sex; for Ithink the Cultivation of doth the Sexes has a natural 
Tendency to improve each other more eafily and fuccefsfully. 

© I defign the Difcipline to be ufed with them fhall be as ftrict 
as thofe will bear, who know nothing like Government among 
themfelves, and have an Averfiow to every Vhing that refrains 
© their Liberty. | 

« I know it is apt to be /u/peéfed in fuch Defigns, pretended 
¢ to be for the publick Good, that there is fome Se/f-Intereft at 
‘ Bottom, which is the Spring of the Motion. If the World 
© fufpect any Thing of this Sort inthe prefent Projection, as fome 
€ no Doubt will ; and the rather, perhaps, becaufe it has been 
© amufed with Projections of this Kind, which have appeared to 
¢ many meer perfonal and feififh, or, at bett only Party Defigns, 
¢ I know not how to give any further Satisfaé7ion for the prefent, 
« than to declare folemnly that I have no other dim, than the Good 
© of the Indians, and that | have no Expectation of any per/onal 
¢ Benefit at all, more than the meer Satisfaction of. being instru- 
¢ mental, under Gop, of doing them fo great a Kindne/s, and 
¢ rendering them a more happy Society by cultivating Humanity 
‘ and Vertue among them. 

« That the Indians, in general, are a People difficult to be re- 
¢ formed from their own fooli/b, barbarous, and wicked Cultoms, 
¢ the Unjuccefsfulnef/s of Attempts upon them for this Purpofe is 
¢ a melancholly Proof, which though it may appear di/couraging 
‘ in furtber Endeavours ; yet, I think, to a generous Mind it 
¢ fhould rather be improved as an Argument to form and execute 
¢ new Projeétions for this Purpofe. And indeed, perhaps, the 
© Negle& of promoting Indufiry among them is the chief moral 
¢ Reafon of fo little being done to Purpofe in forming their Man- 
« ners. And therefore, I hope the Want of wi/h’d for Succefs in 
¢ other Attempts will be mo Oljeétion with any that defire to be 
© Benefactors to Mankihd, againit contributing their Part to this, 
¢ which.I think,has fo apparent a Tendency to promote Indujiry 
© and Humanity among a barbarous People. But tho’ [ think 
© the Defien here propofed has the probable Appearance of 
¢ proving /ucce/sful, yet 1 do not flatter my felf with any Ro- 
¢ mantick Expeétations of accomplifhing all the Ends propofed 
¢-at once; nor is it to be expecfed, in the ordinary Courfe of 
‘ Things, 
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Things, but that a greatDeal of Coft and Pains with Refpeé& to 
many particular Perfons will be /of. This is what happens of 
Courfe in allDefigns of thisNature : And yet, it is to be hoped, 
fome Good will be done: Nor will the Benefactors loofe their 
Reward with God, though the Defien fhould not be crowned 
with all the happy Succes might be wifhed and hoped. for. 
The meer Su/picion, that the Defign in the Event will prove 
unfuccefsful, ought not, I think, to difcourage the Attempt. 
Flow many are there, that frujirate the very Grace of Ged itfelf? 
How many with Refpect to whom Chri has died in vain ® 
And yet (to fpeak after the Manner of Men) ¢bis was no Hin- 
drance to his laying down Ais Life for Sinners. He indeed 
has obtain’d all the Recompence in the Salvation of Souls, 
which he had in his Eye ; and GOD all the Glory of bis bene- 
volent Purpofes. He fees the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul, 
and is fatisfied. Nor will any Benefaétors here loofe the Praife 
and Reward of their gracious Intention and Endeavours. (See 
La. x\ix. 1,—6.) : 
* It may perhaps with fome be an Objeétion againft attempting 
any Thing of this Sort, that the Indians are a bafe, ungrateful 
People, inienlible of Kindneffes done them. To this I repiy, 
that though it be true, that this is the bafe, ungrateful Tem- 
per of Indians, yet | think it is rather an “Argument in Favoar 
of a Projection calculated to promote Humanity among them, 
than otherwife : For the Objection fuppofes them to be greatly 
debajed, and fthews the Need there 1s of cultivating a Soil fo 
barren, oy rather a Soil fo over-ruz with hateful Weeds, and 
pricking Thorns. But wh tever Weight this Objeétion might 
have with others, certainly it ought to have none with a Chrif- 
tian, who is commanded to imitate the Beneficence of his una- 
VENLY FATHER, who does Good to the Evil and Unthankfal. 
Had thisConfideration fway’d theMind of our blefiedSavrour, 
would he ever have fhed his Blocd for thofe, who puriued 
his Life to Death 2 Nor did Gop refufe to diftinguifh the 
Lfraelites with his peculiar Favours from ali the Families of the 
Earth, becaufe they were an ungrateful 2/ff- necked and rebelli- 
ous Houfe. 
* I would not have it thought from what I have written above, 
that all that has been done here, to introduce Chriftianity and 
© good 
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«ood Manners,has proved altogether iz vain ; for, through the 
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Grace of Gop, fome good Effecis have attended our Labours 
here: And, the Indians feem now well prepared jfor the Execu- 
tion of what I have here propofed ; which their Fea/ou/y would 
have been an effectual Hindrance to a few Years ago. 

¢ | fhall be glad of the Thoughts of candid and ingenious Gen- 
tlemen communicated to me for the Improvement of the Defigz 
here propofed : And fhall be ready to anfwer any Queries that 
may be made in Relation to it. | | 
¢ Thus, Sir, you have what I defire may be communicated to 
the pudblick from me. It will be well perhaps that you fhould 
preface this with fome general Account of what Mr. Hollis bas 
done, and what he expeted from this Country in Profecution of 
his Defign ; which was what fuggefted to me the Defign pro- 
pofed above. Some Gentlemen {eem to be of Opinion, that this 
is not an happy Time to fet fuch a Defign on Foot 5 which for 


ought I know is true; but I donot think it beft to po/fpone it. 


on that Account. For who knows when we fhall have a detter 
Time ? It is poffible ic may be worfe. Nor would I with to, 
have your dlefed Master take you fromvus, ’till you have. . 
help’d.in laying this Foundation alfo for the Increafe of Glory 
to his Name by promoting this Scheme, on which I confefs my — 
Heart is much fet, and which will (I hope) profper the better. 
for your countenancing It. eat 
¢ I thankyou for your kind Letter, and for the Pamphlets that. 
accompanied it, and am, . 
with great Honour and Reverence 
your moft obliged 
humble ; Servant, 
JOHN SERGEANT. | 
Hadley, Augup 9. | 
¢ P.’S. As LT have tho’ it neceffary there: fhould be fome. 
Perfons propofed to receive and difburfe the Monies, that may . 
be collected for the Purpofe above, I have thoughe of theHon. 
Col. Stoddard; and Col. Porter, the Rev.. Mr. Edwards of Nortb- 
ampton, Major Williams, and Col. Oliver Partridge,for this Pur- 
pofe ; with whom I have converfed on the Affair, and have 
their Confent to be propofed as Perfons willing to take this 
Trouble on them. Which you may, if you pleafe, fignify 
to the World. M Prats 
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Dr. Codman’s Return in Compliance with Mr. SercEeant’s* 
P x 


Requeit, is as follows. 
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Bofton, Auguft 22. 1743. 

‘It having pleas’d my Rev. Brother thus openly to addrefs and 
oblige me, I do moft willingly publifh his Lefer: And if my 
Name and Hand can ferve in any Meafure to promote the happy 
Foundation which his Heart is fet on, (I humbly hope under 
fome fpecial Influence from above) I give them with all my 
Heart ,; with Chankfgiving to GOD who many Years ago was. 
pleas’d to incline my Honour’d Friend and Rev. Brother Mr. 
Tfaac Hollis (then of London) into thofe Bounizes to us, which 
are now iffuing in this Propofal of a Boarding-School for the 
more effetiual Inftruftion and Education of the Indian.Children in 
the Western Borders of our Province. . 

« It was about theYear 1731,2.that Mr. L/aac Hollis, (Nephew 
to Thomas Hollis, Efq; the great Benefactor to Harvakd College, 
and foon after his pious Uncle’s Deceafe) fent me a Hundred 
Pounds Sterling, with his particular Direézzons how to diftribute 
and lay it’out; adding, ‘ that he had feen many of my Lefters 
to his Uncle and his to me, which now /ed bim into his’ Writing 
to me, and this his Gift to us. 

© In the Year 1734, when he had feen the printed Account of 
the Ordination of Meffieurs Parker, Hinfdel and Secomde, andi 


their Miffion to the Indian Tribes on the Eaftera and Western 


Borders of New England; Mr. Hollis then earneftly made me 
a moft generous Offer of twenty Pounds Sterling per Annum, for 
Ever, for the Support of a fourth Mifftonary , but inFaithfulnefs. 
I advis’d againft fuch aDifpofition of hisMoney ; & as earne(tly: 
prepofed to him the Application of it for theSupport of a 
Miffionary thro’ the wide Spread of the deflitute Settlements T 
had heard of in the Province of New-Jerfey ; but he did not 


approve of my Advice. 


¢ Within two Years after this, I heard of a very promifing 
Door opening for the Go/pel among the Indian Tribe at Houfa- 
tuunuk,and that a Perfon of Mr.Serceant’sCharaéer forPie- 
ty andLearning, (then one of the Tutors in Yale College in Con- 
neficut) was willing to quit his Fe/low/bip and the Pro/pect he 

reafonably might have of one of the deSettlements our Country 
could afford him, in any of our vacant Churches ; and to de- 

| | *>VOte 
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vote himfelf to the Glory of Cbriff in the Service of the Souls 
of thofe poor Heathen Families ; Whereupon I immediately let 
Mr. Hollis know, that now I could freely and earneftly advife 
him to fix his twenty Pounds Sterling per An. for the Support 
of this Miffion : 

© In Anfwer to thisMotion, Novemb. 19. 1736. Treceiv’d from 
Mr. Hollis his Bill on Col. Wendell to pay 56/. Sterl. for the 
Education of twelve Indian Boys at. Houfatunnuk, under the Care 
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G 
© of the Rev. Mr. Szrczant ; and Avg. 15.1738. I hada 


fecond Order from him for 3437. our Money ; and again May 
17. 1740. a third Order for 4477. 95.: (Errors exceped.) 
< Upon this gracious Ca//, and bountiful Direction of Divine 


© Providence, Mr. SERGEANT has been laying out himfelf gladly 


¢ from Year to Year,in the Strength of GOD, in the Truft com- 
¢ mitted to him, with Caution, Care and Diligence, according to 
‘ theMeafure of Wi/dom given him from om High ; whence every 
‘ good and perfec Gift comes down, both the Heart and Oppor- 
¢ tunity for the doing Good.. . 

‘ On the Sixth of May 1743. Mr. SERGEANT cover’d to. me 


© a Letter to be forwarded to the Rev. Mr. Hollis, giving him a 


¢ particular Account, of the laying ‘‘ out his Moneys for the 
© Maintenance of bis Boys, and of the Methods he bad ufed for the 
“s. cultivating Humanity, and introducing the Eagh/b Tongue and 
‘¢ Manners among them, and for their Proficiency in Knowledge, 
s¢ Vertue and Piety; by which Means, through the Blefling of 
« GOD, feveral of them are affected with a Senfe and Relilb of 
© Divine Things ; and One of them in particular has made exiraor- 
** dinary Progrefs in his Learning, and appears truly pious, and 
«« has been fingularly /erviceadle to him, affifting himvin his Tran- 
‘¢ flations Expofitions.and Applications of the. Scripture ; and 
‘< alfo very 4elpful among the young Indians in a general religious 
<¢ Concern that has of late prevailed among them.” Mr.SERGEANT 
¢ adds, ‘* that this young Indian is already well qualified to keep 
s« School among his Countrymen., and within. a few Years will 
s¢ probably be fit to be a Preacher of the Gofpel to them. 
© Two or three other of his Boys, Mr. Szerceanr fays, are 
© ferviceable in improving the Rest of the [ndians in Knowledge 
¢ and Virtue ; and he adds, — ‘* that it had been a continued 
& Series of unwearied Kindnefs to the Indians, that bad at length 
& gntirely 


{ 
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«¢ intirely overcome their fealoufies and Sufpicions ; and gain’d \an 
% “almoft univerfal Difpofition in them to receive Inftruction. 

¢ Hethen inform’d Mr. Hollis, ‘« that he has had in hisMind, 
«© for fome Years, to fet up a-freeBoarding-School for the Educa- 


“< tion of Indian Children, in which he propofes that they be 


“brought up to Labour as well as Learning and the Exercifes 


“© of Devotion, with which Propofal the Indians feem to be 


‘¢ mightily taken ; being fenfible of their Fo//y in their being 
“ formerly fo backward to improve the Advantages put into 
** their Hand. 
© Upon all,Mr. Serczanr adds his ‘* Prayer, that Almighty 
<¢ Power may effect the ‘merciful Purpofe of Sovereign Grace 
‘¢ among them !—” and then concludes with a free and: noble 
© Declaration to Mr. Hollis in the following Words, | 
<¢ Sir, As to your making any Allowance to Me, for my Care 
<< and Trouble, of which you fpeak in your very obliging Letéer 
«¢ to me, I neither a/k nor defire it, and beg of you not to think 
“© of ic ; for I fhould indeed be a/bamed to accept any Thing of 
«¢ you (though my ftated Allowance is not large) but your Iuter- 
<< ceffions at the Throne.of Grace for me, of which I ftand in 
“* great Need — ‘* We can never be thankful enough to You, 
* under GOD, for having put it in our Power to do fo much to 
<< promote our general Defign. Through your Liberalities, 
“ Phank/givings abound to GOD, who I am fare will reward your 
<< Charity; and I doubt not but Generations to come will blefs 
*° your Neme, and you will find your Reward in Eternity ——” 
JOHN SERGEANT. 
< | was fo charm’d with the Spirit and Contents of thisLetter, 
¢ that I took'\a Copy of it before I feal'd it up, and forwarded it 
< to Mr. Hollis :° And-not'only fo, but #/d as Iam, and unapt 
¢ now to franjcribe, yet 1 wrote feveral Copies, and fent one to 
© an Honourable Member of the Corporation at London, who have 
¢ the Diftribution of the Jndian Fund’, another to the worthy 
© Secretary of their Honourable: Commiffioners here at Boston ; and 
‘ yet a third toa Rev. Minister in Scotland, ‘it he fees good to 
< communicate it to the Secretary of the Honourable Soczety’ for 
¢ propagating Chriftian Knowledge at Edinburg ; and after all 
* J publith’d it in the Weekly Chriftian History at Boston, No. 19. 
¢ So that I have ina Manner prevented,and abundantly az/wered, 
¢ Mr. Serceant’s Requeft to me in bis prefent Letter beiore it 
Scames 
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* came ; and gone beyond all he could imagine or expect. from 
¢ me, in Way of prefacing and recommending bis pious Defign and 
© Propofal. And I can truly add, that I fhall account my {elf 
‘ honour’d by GOD in my advanced Age, If } may finifh my 
© Courfe of Services to my Country,and the Churches of CHRIST 
‘ here, by miniftring now under my dear younger Brother,in this 
© his fervent devoting his Life and Powers to the Glory of GOD 
* in the Salvation of the Heathen. 

‘ Leven dare therefore to recommend Him, and his propofed 
© Boarding-School, not only to the pious and. Charitable among 
© ourfelves,nor only to thofe of theDenomination of New- England 
¢ in our Nation and Provinces; but alfo (might it not be thought 
© prefumptuous) even to the moft Honourable Societies for propa- 
‘© gating the Gofpel and of Chriftian Knowledge in London & Edin- 
© burgh, for their generous Afijtances to aProjection truly’ Catholic, 
¢ and without re/pec? of Parties; which I hope the Divine Pro- 


© vidence may be laying by the Hands of bis Servants, Mr. Hollis 


¢ and Mr. SERGEANT, in this obfcure Corner of our Province at 
©. Stockbridge, alias Houfatunnuk, for a more effeciual Entrance 
¢ among the Indians than we have yet feen. 

‘ But there are wo or three Things more, that I find my felf 
© obliged to hint at, before I conclude the prefent Writing. 

© One is (as Mr. SERGEANT requeits of me in his Letter) to 
‘ intimate, to the Publick Mr. Hollis, his Expectations from Us 
‘ bere in New-England.; And indeed,in feveral of his Letters to 
« me, he has wrote with fome Di/couragement of Spirit on this 
* Head ; ** Why We, a People of fuch Name for Religion, do 
“* not exert our felves more ia Profecution of hke E/fays. for a 
‘¢ more effeéual gofpelizing the Heathen round about us ? And 
«* now that He bas advanc'd as he has done for the Education of 
«sq Number at Houfatunnuk ; he hears of none of our rich Men 
‘© falling in with their A/fi/tances. 

‘ This has been Matter of Stumbling to him, and I with the 
« Block may be now removed by the Contributions of many to 
‘ the Schoal propofed : which may be au Odour of a fweet Smell, 
© a Sacrifice acceptable and pleafing to GOD. 

‘ Another Thing fuggefted by Mr. SEnceant, anda moft 
© wife and neceffary one in the prefent Cafe, is — ‘* his saking in 
° Girls as well as Boys, if Providence fucceed the Defign, and a 

; ‘6 Fuad 
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Fund fafficient to carry it on,can be procuréd:”I muft needs add, 
on this Head, that this Propofal is a Matter of abfolute Ne- 
ceffity, wherein we are not left at Liberty either as Men or 
Chriftians ; for there cannot be a Propagation of Religion among 
any People without an equal Regard to doth Sexes; not only 
becaufe Females are alike precious Souls, form’d for GOD and 
Religion as much as the Males; but alfo becaufe the Care for 
the Souls of Children in Families, and more efpecially in thofe 
of low Degree, lies chiefly upon the Mothers for the firlt feven 
or eight Years: Which is an Obfervation or Remark, which J 
had the Honour to make unto my dear and honour’d ancient 
Friend Henry Newman, Efq, Secretary to the Honourable and 
Reverend Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge; which 
when he had communicated to Them, they put it into Print, 
and fent it to the Direétors of the 1764 Schools, (if I have 
not mifcounted) that fo a greater Proportion of Girls might be 
taken into them to receive a religious Education for the fake 
of their Posterity, and therein for the more effectual anfwering 
the very End of. their Charity-Schools. By which Injiance I 
received the following Jnfrudiion ‘* What an unknown and 
untho’t of Good, a Man may do by a /ingle & occafional right 
Tho’t or Line it proving in the Cafe before me, as if I had 
wrote 1764 Letters to the Directors of fo many Schools, for the 
Service of Pofterity, and in Favour of Female Children: And 
what added a Thoufand-fold more to the Virtue & Force of my 
Line, was the A4pprobation of fo venerable a Body of Gentlemen, 
and their Recommendation of it to the Od/ervation of the Over- 
feers of their refpective Schools. 
« | have now only to add upon Mr. Serceant’s Poftfcript, 
—— that the Gentlemen whom he has wam’d to receive & difburte 
the Moneys which may be given for the building and fupport of 
his Boarding-Scheol, are Perfons of known Characfer among us 
for Integrity and Honour ; to whom I only with may be added 
the Rev. Mr. Stephen Williams of Springfield ; whom it pleated 
GOD to-ufe fo much as a zealous and laborious InStrument of 
the Settlement of the Gofpel at- Hou/fatunnuk. | : 
¢ Now Thanks be to GOD for .bis Un/peakable Gift, a right 
liberal Heart and Hand, in one Part of his Church and another. 
No Tongue of Man can fully peak of it ! or enough volehiate 
Spit § 
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it! Unfpeakable is the Good doe to the World by it ! ‘unfpeak- 
able is the Glory redounding to the Name of CHRIST. from 
it! and alfo the Good to our felves in it and from it is un- 
fpeakable, both thro’ the Life that now is, and in that which 
‘ is to come! Only the Day of CHRIST can reveal the Glories 
and Foys awaiting it thro’ a blefled Eternity : *—Dord, when 
faw we thee hungry and fed thee? or thirfty &P gave thee Drink 2 
—Verily in as much as you did it unto one of the leas of thefe, 
© ye have done it unto Me. Benyamin Cotman. 
The foregoing Letter of Mr. Sercrantr containing his Pro- 
pofal, &c. and Dr. Colman’s Return, &c. were made Publick 
by the Doéfor, according to Mr. SrrcEanr’s Defire ; with a 
Defign to excite the pious generous and well-difpofed in’ this 
Country, and in Great: Britain, to charitable Contributions for 
the fetting up & fupporting the propofed Boarding-School. And 
Dr. Colman diftributed, many of them, where he tho’t they would 
be moft likely to anfwer the End propofed. - And in'a Letter 
to Mr. Serceatn of \September'17th he gives him the following 
Account.— at 
‘+t cover to you your Letter in Print’ ‘I’with my Re- 
turn to it miay be acceptable to you'& others ; and | humbly 
* befeech God to incline many Hearts, Here and Abroad, to 
* contribute to your moft pious and generous Propofal.: 1 have 
cover’d four of them to His Excellency our Governor, and fug- 
gelted,to him my Hopes that the General Court will fmil 
it, at their next Seflion?’ | 
And in another Letter of the 22d of the fame Month. 
; It was a great Pleafure to me Yefterday to fee Mr. 
Fofiah Fones. 1 have deliver’d to him twenty Pounds oldTenor, 
to deliver to you for your further Affiftance and Support in 
your Work. I have defir’d him tocall at our Deacon Philips s 
for two Dozen Copies of your Letter to me, and my Return 
to it; prefented by Major Henchman, who fends them to you 
for the Copy. have diftributed already of them 70, and 
fhall receive 50. more to Day to diftribute: I have already 
cover’'d to Dr. Watts, Dr. Guife, Madam Holden, Mr. Newman, 
Mr. Of/wald and BrackSone, Bookfellers, Dr. Avery, Mr. Hollis ; 
and to Mr. Willifon of Dundee, andiam going to put up for 
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Coram, Dr. Wilfom and others on the other 
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* Side the Water.. I have alfo prefented four to Governotr 
¢ Shirley, and am fending to Lieutenant Governour Pbips and 
< Dummer here; and ‘othe Governour, Lieutenant Governour, and 
* fome Minifters in Connecticut, and to the. Prefidents of our Col- 
* Jeges, &c. I have cover’d to Mr, Speaker Cu/bing, and for our 
« three Aeprefentatives, and to Mr, Secretary Ofver, and the 
* Board of Commiffianers for the Jndians here, to the: Ministers. 
* here about alfo. 

By the Pains Dr. Colman took in ‘recommending and diftribue- 
ing Mr. SERcEANT’s Propofal, it is evident he was much en- 
gao’d in Favour of it; as Mr.SerceanT alfo was; and, I think, 
not without Reafon.: for I look upon it as the belt concrrted 
Scheme that has ever been propos’d for theBenefit of the /adians. 
Nor do I fuppofe it likely, that they will ever be bro’t to be a 
knowing and thrifty People, unlefs, by fome fuch Method of 
Induftry, they are cur’d of their Idlenefs, and other Vices which 
proceed from 1t. 

When Mr, Serceanr underftood, by Dr. Colman’s Libcer, 
what Care and Pains he had been at to forward this noble: 
Defign, his generous Soul was too tenderly touch’d to be filent. 
In a Letter of Ofober 24, he thus exprefies his Rca Sos 2 to the 
Dofor. | 

Reverend Sir, 

© With a Heart full of Gratitude, I write to 18h you know, 1 
¢ have receiv’d the Packet of my printed Propofals, with your 
¢ molt obliging Return and Recommendation of the Defien ; 
‘ together with the twenty Pounds of Money by Mr. Fones. You 
; heap your Favours fo faft upon me, that it almoft confounds 
¢ me. I blufh to be fpoken of publickly with fo much Com- 
¢ mendation by you, when Iam confcious to my ‘felf, I fo little 
‘ deferve it. May God give me Grace to improve every Talent 
‘to his Glory ; and make me an humble Inftrument in pro- 
‘ moting the Kingdom of his dear Son among the Heathen. 
© Pray make Madam Holden and her excellent Daughter as fen- 
« fible as you can, that | am deeply affected with their Good- 
© nefs, and return Praife to God for their Liberalities. I have 
‘ itin my Mind to write her a Letter of Thanks, if it would be 
* acceptable. JI am very thankful to you, Sir, both on my own 


* and the Jvaians Behalf, that you have taken fo much: Pains -to 
§ recommend 
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& recommend my Defign. I pray God it may meet with Ac- 
‘ ceptance in the World. I heartily confent that Mr, Williams 
© fhould be added to the Irujtees propos’d. He has deferv’d 
‘ yery highly of us; is a very active Man, and zealous to pra- 
¢ mote the Good of the Zudians.’ | | 
In another Letter of November 25th to Dr. Colman, Mr. Srr- 
GEANT fays. “4 | ea att 
‘ Your Care and Pains, under the Decays & Feeblenefs of 
Age, to promote the Defign of my Letter, I accept. with great 
Thankfulnefs.— Madam Holden is exceeding kind, and fets a 
noble Example. May God put it into the Hearts of others 
to follow it.— I highly approve of the Manner you propofe to 
put forward a Subfcription for fomething annually, and yet 
not fo confining it, but that who will, may, give what. they 
pleafe at once.— Yefterday + we of the Englifo Families, .with 
the Affiftance of two Strangers happening to be prefent, being 
ten Perfons only that. contributed, collected by Subfcription 
One Hundred and fifteen Pounds ten Shillings, towards our pro- 
pos’d School ; fometo be paid annually for the Term of ten 
Years : an Offering which, I hope, will be acceptable to hina 
who gives us the Comforts and Bleffings of Life, with which 
we are able to rejoice and give Thanks before him. Yefterday 
I alfo gave the Judians {ome Account of the Defign; with 
what was doing for them, chiefly by your Means. They ap- 
pear’d very thankful, and this Morning fent a Mefiage to me, 
to know where the Houfe was defign’d to be erectedywith the 
Offer of their Affiftance in clearing a Spot of Land to forward 
the Defign,—’ | 
The Letter, which Dr.Colman wrote to Mr.SERGEANT, giving 
him Occafion to fay, Madam Holden is exceeding kind, and ets a 
noble Example, is miffing. Therein I conclude the Deéor had 
inform’d him, that Madam Holden had given one Hundred Pounds 
towards his Boarding-School.. For in his Letter of Aday 18th 
(before tranfcrib’d) the Doéfor fays. 
‘ I purpofe to afk Mrs. Holden’s Leave to apply one Hundred, 
‘ our Currency, of her Money, toward your, Boarding-School.’ 
And in another Letter of May 24th 1744, he {peaks of Ma- 


dam Holden’s Subfcription of one Hundred Pounds. 1 fuppofe 
Pra nite therefore 
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therefore in the Letter that is miffing the Door inform’d him 
of herDonation, which occafion’d him to exprefs himfelf as above. 

For want of that Letter, I am not able to fay what Manner 
of Subfcription the Doéfor put forward, and which Mr.SerGEAnt 
fo highly approv’d of, but only from this Expreffion of his ; for 
fomething annually, and yet not fo confin’d but that who will, may, 
give what they pleafe av once. And what Progrefs it made I know 
not, but fuppole it was not great. “All the Light I have in the 
Cafe is from a Letter of Dr. Co/man’s to Mr. SERGEANT, dated. 
May 24th.1744, in which he fays. 

«I have as yet no Subfcription but Madam Holden’s one Hun- 
© dred Pounds.’ 

Then he goes on to name four Gentlemen, who fubfcrib’d in 
this Country, and concludes by’ faying, 

‘I wifh it may be flow and fure; believing and not making 
‘ Hafte. God governs, and I truft will provide.’ The four 
Subferiptions above mentionedMr. SERGEANT never received, I 
find them not in his Acconnt, ‘and therefore conclude, that the 
War now coring on, and difcouraging any further Subjfcripti- 
ons, thofe were not paid. 

It muft be granted, that the People in Stockbridge difcover’d 
avery noble and generousSpirit,in contributing fo largely to that 
pious Defign. “Had the People thro’ the Country given one tenth 
Part fo much, in Proportion to their Numbers & Abilities, that 
School, and another for Females, might have been fet up, and 
well fupported : And had we in general, in this Land, fuch juft 
and affecting Views of the deplorable State of the Indians, as the 
People atStockbridge have,whofe Eyes affect theirHearts, | doubt 
not but many Thoufands would have chearfully given to forward 
that noble and pious Defign, the beft I think that has ever been 
projected. | 

Dr. Colman {ent one of Mr. Serceant’s printed Letters, and 
his ownRecommendation of it,to a Gentleman in a neighbouring 
Town, whofe generousMind was pleas’d with the Projection ;- he 
therefore wrote back, propofing a Method of Subfcription to en- 
courage it, which the Doéfor approv’d of, and therefore publifh’d 
the Gentleman’s Letter ‘in the Weekly Journal of February 7th 
1744. The Letter, with what the Decor fubjoined in the publick 
Print, were as follows, 


Reverend 


| 
| 
| 
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Reverend and dear Sir, eat t 
© You did me the Favour fome Weeks fince, to fend me the 
¢ Rev. Mr. SERGEANT’s Scheme, with your Letter annexed to it, 


Rig promoting Chriftian Knowledge among thr Jadians at Hou- 


Tatunnuck, by civilizing and bringing them toa good Opinion 
< ‘of Induftry, Frugality, &c. which 1 very much approve of 5 
« and the more, becaufe it appears to me, as if he had truly, no 
¢ private or perfonal Intereft in View ; but only the Honour of 
‘ his great Matter, and the beft Welfare of the poor Heathen, 
¢ whom the Father gave him for his Inheritance. And there- 
‘© fore I heartily with it Succefs, and hope theDifficulties in raifing 
‘ Money, to carry on fuch an Affair, may be furmounted. 

‘ | have been expecting every Day, fince you fent it to me, to 
‘ hear of a Subfcription’s going forward on that Account, but 
¢ hear nothing of any fuch Thing at prefent. 
‘ J would therefore humbly propofe, that a Sheet of Paper or 
two may be ftitch’d up at the End of one or more of thofe 
printed Letters ; and a generous Subfcription begun, by a few 
well-difpos’d Gentlemen of Bo/ton, and handed about from one 
to another to try what may be done that Way : And there 
every Sub{criber may fee at one View the honeitDefign, judge 
of it’s Neceffity, and act accordingly. 
‘ I cannot help thinking the generousBenefactions of theRev. 
Mr. Hollis, and his juft Objection of the Inactivity of a People 
of fuch a Name for Religion, as we in New-England, in fuch 
an Affair, will put many to the Bluth, and perhaps fpur them 
on to bountiful Liberality in this Scheme. Iam no Ways 
qualify’d for a Leader my felf, but would willingly follow a 
few Gentlemen who would be more likely to give it a Repu- 
tation and Currency, with my Subfcription of Pounds 
and would ufe my {mall Influence to promote it; but it muft 
be fome how or other fet a going, which, when once well done, 
may be eafily kept alive, and in Motion. I have a great deal 
of Faith that fomething of this Nature may be attended with 
Succefs, if put into fuch Hands as fhall be fpirited for it, and 
will not de weary in well doing ; but ftir up themfelves & others 
with.a well tcemper’d Zeal, mixt with Prudence, fo as not to 
give Offence to any who do not think exactly as they do; and 
¢ by fuch a Behaviour, fome who may not be well inclin’d at one 

| Time, 
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‘ Time, may be very well difpos’d at another, toa handfome 
© Subfeription. : | 
~ © But, thisMethod notwithftanding, I hope it will not be tho’ 
amifs to have a Brief from Authority (if Need be) Praga 
and promoted in every Church, in this Province, to colle 
what well-difpos’d People would be willing to give to encouragé 
an Affair of fuch Importance ; and if, before the Collection; 
thefe two Letters fhould be read, I am humbly of Opinion it 
would not be impertinent. 3 
‘ If we really believe the admirable Charms you mention at 
the Clofe of yourLetter, have any Reality in them, as I am apt 
to think they have, viz. That a right liberal Heart (8 Hand, no 
Tongue can fully peak it ! nor enough celebrate it ! Unfpeakable 
15 the Good done to the World by it ! Unfpeakable is that Glory 
redounding to the Name of Chrift from it! and alfo the Goed to 
ourfelves in it and from it is Unf{peakable, both thro’ the: Life 
which now is & that which is to come! Only the Day of Chrift 
can reveal theGlories and Foys awaiting it thro’ a bleffedEternity : 
‘ I fay, if thefe wonderful Truths are duly tho’t of, this pious 
Scheme of Mr. SerczeanrT will not, cannot, fall to the Ground 
for want of Money to carry it on, and fupport it from Time 
to Time. I pray God to ftrengthen our Faith in them.— I 
entreat an Intereft in your Prayers, and do aflure you that I 
am with great Efteem and Refpect, iv hi 
Sir, 
January, Your very much oblig’d humble Servant, 
26th 3744. - sacar 


‘ N. B. Tthink it my Duty to make the moft publickExcufe 
for the Freedom I take with my honourable Friend in publifhing 
his Letter, excellent as it is in itfelf without his Leave ; and 
alfo to inform him, and the Publick, that a Book will be ready 
at myHoufe, and at the Shops of Major Henchman, Capt. Fobu 
Phillips, and Mr. Fofeph Edwards, with blank Leaves annex’d, 
for taking in Subfcriptions : Or if it be defir’d by Perfons in 
other Towns any where thro’ the Province, that like Books 
be fent to them for the fame End, they fhall be fent. 
Benjamin Colman. 

Dr. Colman wrote to the honourable Commiffioners udon the 
fame Subject 5 of which he gave Mr. SerczanrT the following 
Account in a Letter of February 9. 174354. To 
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‘To Day I wrote to Andrew Oliver, Efg; Secretary to the 
* Commiffioners for the Indians, to be communicated to them, in- 
© clofing to them your and my printed Letter, and thefe now 
* inclos’d (che foregoing Letter publifo’d two Days before, and now 
‘ inclosd to Mr. SERGEANT) praying them to take your Propofal 
* into Confideration, and act as they may fee becoming them in 
* their publick and private Capacity. 

It will perhaps be Matter of Surprize to the Reader,that when 
fuch an Opportunity prefented, and Subfcriptions were ure’d by 
fuch forcible Reafons byDr. Colman, and the Author of the fore- 
going Letter ; that no Subfcriptions were obrain’d intheCountry, 
jave thofe four abovementioned : For I find no Account of any 
more in thePapers before me. All the Reafon I am able’to give 
for it is, that the War with France now came on, which drew the 
Attention of everyoone, and might difcourage, for the prefent, 
thofe who were well inclin’d : Stockbridge being an expos'dPlace, 
where no fueh Defign could be earried’on in Bome of War, to 
good Advantage. 

* Lam fenfible fome worthy Gentlemen, who were pofiett of a 
laudable Concern for the Good of the Indians, apprehended, that 
there was too great aColdnefs and Indifference in this Cafe, con- 
fidering the Importance of the Affair, and the happy Profpect 
there was of its fucceeding, if ic had been duly encourag’d ; an 
that they were a little impatient on the Account of thofe Excufes 
which were made by fome, from whom Sub{fcriptions were ex- 
pected, wiz. That we muft not be too hafty, Gc. &e. 

One Gentleman in a Letter to Dr. Colman, of May 18th ex- 
prefles himfelf thus, 

‘ Lam forry the propos’dDraught for a Subfcription is fo hard 
* of Digeftion'; 1 with Gentlemen would not be quite fo over 
* nice and exact, but leave fome of thePrudentials in the A ffair 
* to the honourable and Reverend Gentlemen ; who I hope will 
‘ be appointed, and who will be charitably inclin’d to take upon 
© them the Management of that Affair. 

A Gentleman alfo in a Letter to Mr. Srrczan'r of Fuly oth 
fays, 

‘ IT could have been very glad, that my poor E:ndeavours with 
*- Refpect to your Scheme to propagate Chriftianity among the 
‘ Indians, had been attended with any Succefs 5 but J cannot 

‘ learn 
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‘‘learn that any. Thing is done, or doing, about it ; and it 
*.feems to me to be as dead at prefent as if it had never been in 
* Motion. I have met with fevera] Checks for being too hafty 
‘in the Affair. Our Backwardnefs to generous Actions for 
* the Good of our fellow Creatures,notwithitanding the excellent 
Rules of Charity prefcrib’d in Chriftianity, and enfore’d by fo 
many powerful Reafons, is a moft convincing Argument, that 
© the Spirit of» pure and undefil’d Religion but little prevails, 
* where the Form of it appears.” 

[am ready to think that any one, who is well acquainted with 
this Affair, and is impartial in theCafe, will judge, thata gene- 
rous Subfcription to promote fuch a noble Defign, would “have 
well became a People of our Profeffion :. The Rev. and generous 
Mr. Hollis, when he was made acquainted with Mr.SEeRGEANT’s 
Scheme, difcover’d a very different Spirit from: what:appear’d 
among us. Before Mr. Sernceant’s Letter, and Dr. Co/man’s: 
Recommendation of it, were made publick in this ‘Country, dn 
April 7. 1743. Mr. Serceant in aLetter toMr..Hollis, inform’d 
him of his Defign of feting up a Boarding- School... Mr. Hollis, in 
his Anfwer of December 5th-1743, in a moft effectual Manner, 
fhews his Approbation of it, in the following Words. 

‘ Iam pleas’dewith your Propofal about fetting up a Boarding- 
* School for Indian Children. I Jike ic well. May it pleafe the 
« Lord to incline the Hearts of many to contribute towards it. 
© I-defire you would take up for me 12 Boys afrefh, about the 
* Age of 9, 10,11, or 12 Years, and Jet them be totally main- 
* tain’'d at my Expence, with Food and Raiment, Education and 
‘ the like. There may be ftill a confiderable Sum of Money ia 
‘ the Hands of Col. Wendell, pleafe to apply tohim on my Ac- - 
* couat for what you want, and I will furnifh more.as there may 
* be Occafion for. it. 

‘—- JV.°B. I would have none but Boys educated for me ; ; but 
‘it. may be well if a. Number of Girls could be educated on the 
* Account of fome others. —’ 

Dr. Colman in a Letter inform’d a certain Gentleman ia his 
Neighbourhood of Mr. Hollis’s Generofity, who in his Anfwer 
to the Dosfor, exprefies himfelf thus. 

. * Thisextraordinary additional Bounty of that Reverend Gen-~ 
3 fleman, I hope will quicken the Gentlemen here concerns! in 
§ putting 
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* putting forward Subfcriptions.. Is it not amazing to find one 
{ingle Gentleman (and that a Stranger too) fo ready and free 
to be at the Expence of fupporting 24 Boys, without any Jea- 
loufy of hisCharity’s being mifapply’d, and this whole Land fo 
backward to fupport an equal Number of Gir/s, when it is fo 
vaftly more our Duty than any Bodies elfe? May not a little 
Impatience here be a Virtue °” | 
| To Mr. Hollis’s Letter, of December 5. 1743, Mr: SERGEANT 
wrote an Anfwer uly 2. In which, after his grateful Acknow- 
ment of Mr. Hodlis’s Generofity, and his hearty Wifhes that a full 
Reward might be given him, by that God who is well pleas’d 
with fuch Sacrifices, he informs him, that the projected Method 
of a Boarding-School was the beft he could devife tor the Good of 
the Indians, and then adds,—_—-*_ The War with France falls out 
‘ unhappily for this Defign, We are fituated upon the Borders 
of the Maffachufetts Province, open to the French Settlements, 
and in the Road where the French and Indians us’d to make 
their Irruptions ; but have been hitherto, thro’ the Goodnefs 
of God, preferv’d.— However, for the prefent, I believe, it will 
not be tho’t prudent to be at any Expence in the Affair of the 
Boarding-School. My Houfe is garrifon’d ; a Numbes.of Sol- 
diers are fent into the Town ;—and Provifions are fcarce : fo 
that I know not what can be done for your Boys juft now.’ We 
are, for the prefent, in fuch Confufion & Uncertainty, by Rea- 
fon of the War, that it is difficult to fay what is beft to be 
done ; a little longer Time will probably direét us what Steps 
are beft to be taken. As foon as may be, I fhall gladly profe- 
cute your pious Defign.—’ 
In a Letter alfo to Dr. Colman of Sune 29th, he fays, 
‘ As for our Defign here, I believe, it will not be tho’t prudent 
€ to put any Thing in Execution for the prefent, till we fee a 
¢ little how the Affair of the War will turn. 
Thus ceas’d this important Affair of the Boarding- School tor 1) 
: the prefent,and nothing more was here done about it till the Year j i 
1747. But, in the mean Time, fome Things were acted in Fa- 
vour of it in England, by fome generous and publick fpirited Per- 
fons, to whom Dr. Colman had fent Mr. Serxcrant’s printed 
-Letter,and his own Return or Recommendation of it; of which 
I fhall give fome Account in its proper Place: Only obferving 
| | here, 
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here, that.it was a Grief to Mr. SERGEANT, that he could nor 
now proceed in it; but he hop’d for a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity.— In a Letter to Dr. Colman of November 7th he expreffes 
himfelf thus, 

‘ It will be a great Grief to me, if we fhould not be able to 
* accomplifh the Defign 1 have projeéted.— To God’s Power 
* and Grace I refer it.— 

This Projection ot a Boarding-School, and the Pains Mr. SER- 
GEANT was at to promote it, took up a confiderable Part of his 
‘Time and Thoughts ; for it lay very near his Heart: But,at the 
fame Time, he profecuted his Work among the Indians with In- 
duftry and Faithtulnefs ; and a very hard Service he had of it, 
For, having a mix’d Auditory, he was obliged, on each Part of 
every Lord’s-Day, both to pray and preach in the Engh and 
dndian Language, that all might profit by his Miniftry. He 
himfelf efteem’d his Work to be double on this Account, and 

_us’d it-as ‘one Argument, with the honourable Commiffioners, to 
move them to make fome Addition to his Salary, which was 
very {mall. His Words are ;— * My Labour, by being oblig’d 
* to preach in Jvdian, I fuppofe, is double to what it would be, 
* if my Hearers underftood Englib2— And I apprehend it was 
more than double ; for he wrote every Word he delivered to 
the Jndians (as he further takes Notice in that Letter ;) and that 
he might be very exact, he did, for a confiderable Time, keep 
an Interpreter by him two Days ina Week, at his own Coft, to 
affift him in theTranflation of hisSermons into the Drdign Tongue. 
And befides, the Indians, being very ignorant, and not able to 
gain Knowledge by Reading, as thofe who can read may do, he 
was oblig’d'to {pend much of his Time in converfing privately 
with them, that thereby he might infufe Knowledge into their 
Minds; which having been fo long, as an uncultivated’ Soil, 
wanted more abundant Labour. He was indeed a rare Inftance 
of Diligence, Induftry, and Painfulnefs, in his Work; and the 
Pains he. took forthe Good of ‘the poor Natives are not to be 
exprefs'd. 

In the Clofe of this Year,Dr. Colman again refrefh’d his Spirit, 
by fending him a fmall Sum.— * Pleafe Sir, (fays the Door in 
a Letter of November 17th) to accept the ten Pounds inclos’d for 
you,’ for which Mr. SercEant return’d his grateful Acknow- 
S Tes ledgments 
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ledgments.in a Letter of December 11.— * I have receiv’d your. 
moft obliging Letter—and the tea Pounds inclos’d, which I 
accept with great Thankfulnefs. I return Praife to God in the 
firtt Place, as the original Author of every good Thing ; and 
in the next Place to you, who have been made, under him, 
the Inftrument of many Kindnefles to me. You have my fer- 
vent Prayers in Return, fpringing from an Heart deeply fen- 
fible of the Kindnefs of God to me, by your Beneficence. May 
the Smiles and Joy of God to you be the Recompence of thofe 
repeated Favours, with which you have fo often refrefh’d my 
Bowels.’ | : 
As Mr. SercEant was laborious and faithful in the Work to 
which he was call’d ; fo there is good Reafon to conclude, that 
he was fuccefsful therein: not only from the Increafe of Know- 
ledge, and a vifible Reformation among the Indians; but alfo 
from the Temper of Mind fome of them difcover’d at the Time 
of their Death, fome Inftances of which I have given above, 
| and fhall here add two or three more, by fuggefting a few Hints 
concerning fome young Perfons who died this Year, and the 
Beginning of the next. The very brief Account which Mr.SEr- 
GEANT, in his Journal, gives of them is as follows— ‘* May 22. 
¢ died a young Perfon, not baptifed ; but expreffing a ferious 
Difpofition of Mind. _ He was much in Prayer in hisSicknefs ; 
deaf, and not able to fpeak much ; but, juft before he died; 
took his Father by the Hand, exhorted him to. mind Religion, 
to get baptifed ; faid,he hoped forHappinefs,{pake the/eT bings 
plain, and then died. ‘fanuary 19. 1745,6, This, Week died 
Katharine, Kunkapot’s eldeft Daughter, with good. Hope of fu- 
ture Happinefs, and without any Fears of Death. Feb. 16. 
This Week died Kewaunnoabkuh, Daughter of Naunaunekennuk, 
with a ftrong Hope of eternal Life.’ What a.defireable Sight 
was it to behold fuch young Perfons, who,. a-little before, were 
Strangers to divine Things, leaving the World with fuch a com~- 
fortable Hope of a.glorious Immortality ? 

The honourable Corporation tor Indian, Affairs in London, to 
whomDr.Col/man had fent Mr.SercGEantT’s-printed Letter, and his 
ownRecommendation of it, received it; and their. Trea/urer,in a 
Letter to the honourable Andrew Oliver, Efg; Secretary to their 
honourable Commiffiioners in Bofton, inform’d him, that Mr. Ser- . 
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_cBanT’s Propofal had gain’d the Approbation of the Society in 


London ; that they were inclin’d to contribute to it 3; and that 
when there fhould be a Profpect of its taking Effect, they would 
confider the Matter, and encourage it as they conveniently 
could. This LetterMr. O/iver communicated toMr. SERGEANT, 
who wrote to the honourable Corporation, informing them, that 
the Affair of the Boarding- School had been delay’d by Reafon of 
the War ; that the Founding of it would coft a confiderableSum, 
tho’ he hop’d it might, afterwards, be carried on with but little 
Charge ; that, upon a Computation made, it was tho’t, that 
two Hundred Pounds Sterling would be needful; that he purpofed 
to proceed in that Affair, as far as prefent Circumftances would 
admit ; and concluded by humbly recommending it to the fa: 
vourable Notice and Encouragement of that honourable Corpo- 
ration. But I find not, among his Papers, any Anfwer to this 
Letter, nor any Account of Money advanced by the Corporation 
for that Bufinefs ; and therefore fuppofe Nothing was done by 
them, while Mr. Serczant liv’d. Perhaps his Letter, in Time 
ef War, might fail‘of reaching the Corporation. 

Another of thofe Propofals for a Boarding- School was fent to 
Dr. Waits, the Effect of which Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. SER- 
GEAnT Of in a Letter of May 21.——— ‘I am now, dear Sir, 
* (fays the Doétor) to inform you, that laft Night I receiv’d a 
* Letter from Dr. Watts, dated March 26, wherein he fays to 
* me, I have your Letter from Mr. Sergeant, and have made 
“ a {mall Collection among a few Friends for his Defign, and 
* pious Work in the Education of fome of the neighbouring In- 
* dians and now I inclofea Bill of Exchange to you, for feventy 
* Pounds your Currency, from Mr. Henry Cafwell of Bofton, 
* Merchant.’ So he falutes Mr. SERGEANT, and wifhes him Suc- 
* cefs. I rejoice with you, Sir,in this firftFruit.? And in aLetter 
of Fune 10. the Doéfor fays,— “1 lately inform’d you of a Bill 
* for feventy Pounds our Currency, from the excellent Dr. Waits 
* of London,—The Money is in my Scriptore, wrote upon from 
* himto you. I fhall be glad to forward a- Letter of Thanks 
t from you to him.’—Accordingly, Mr. SercEanrt, in his next 
* Letter to Dr. Colman, fays ;— * I have inclos’d a Letter, fach 
* as it is, for Dr. Watts , be pleas’d to forward it to him with 
* as much Safety as you can, and as foon as may be.’ Of this 
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Letter to Dr. Watts, and of many others which Mr. SERGEANT 
wrote to one and another, I find no Copies, which lays me under 
no {mall Difadvantage in myEndeavours to give a goodAccount 
of thefe Things. . | 

Capt. Thomas Coram of London,aGentleman who has difcover’d 
a generous and noble Spirit in divers Projections for the Benefit 
of the Nation, and for the Good of Mankind, in fome of which 
he happily fucceeded, receiv’d from Dr.Colman Mr, SERGEANT’S 


. Propofal tor a Boarding-School. When he had read the Scheme, 


he was very much pleas’d with it ; and in a Letter datedLondon, 
Fanuary 23, he gave the Doéor Thanks for the Book, + and 
affured him that he had taken no fmall Pains to promote that 
good Work ; and that he entertain’d Hopes, that the Prince of 
Wales would encourage that pious Defign by becoming the firft 
Subfcriber. 

Of this Dr. Colman inform’d Mr. SerceanrT in a Letter of 
May 7, which much reviv’d his Hopes refpecting his Bearding- 
School ; and in his Anfwer of May 29, he fays to the Doéfor : 
Mr. Coram has fhewn an excellent and moft generous Spirit in 
© the Matter, for which I thank God; and defire you, when 
€ you write to him again, to give him my moft hearty Thanks, 
© for the Pains he has taken in this Affair; which I hope will 
< add to the Weight and Glory of that Crown of Righteoufnefs 
¢ which waits for him, when he has finifhed the Work defign’d 
¢ him by Providence. And if he fucceeds in this, it may per- 
‘ haps appear worthy to be the laft Service of fo induftrious a 
¢ Labourer for the Good of others. If the Prince of Wales leads 
¢ 
& 
¢ 
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in the Subfcription, it looks probable that ic may fecure the 
Succefs of that Defign, I have fo earneftly defir’d to fee accom- 
plifh’d. I am waiting to put fomething in Execution among 
the pious and liberal in our own Country, when the Face of 

Things, in divine Providence, fhall appear encouraging.’— 
Capt. Coram was fo charm’d (to ufe his own Expreflion) with 
Mr. Serceant’s Undertaking, that he exerted himfelf abun- 
dantly to promote ite He firft got a Book bound, and a proper 
Preamble writ in it forBenefactors to Subfcribe to, for theBenefit — 
of Mr. SercEaANnt’s School: Then he applied to fome wealthy 
Perfons, 


+ Mr. Serczant’s printed Lester and Dr. Colman’s Recommendation make @ 
{mall Book, | 
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Perfons, both in City and Country : And tho’ he found many, 
who exprefled their Willingnefs to encourage fo good a Defign, 
by their Contributions ; yet he could find no Perfon who was 
willing his Name fhould ftand firft in the Subfcription: -but all 
chofe to fub{cribe after it was well begun by fome proper. Perfon. 
Thefe Objections put this generous Gentleman upon the tho’t of 
prefering a Petition to His Royal Highne/s the Prince of Wales, 
that he would honour & encourage this nobleDefign, by placing 
his Name at the Head of the Subfcription. He therefore pre- 
par’d the following Petition for that End. 
To His Royal Highne/s the Prince of Wales, 
The humble Petition of Thomas Coram, Gentleman, moft 
humbly fheweth, 

‘That, in the Reigns of King William, and Queen Anne, your 
Petitioner tranfacted A ffairs of Commerce in His Majesty's Plan- 
tations, in Norib-America ; where he refided many Years, and 
conftantly endeavoured to promote the Honour of the Crown 
and the Good of the Publick ; fome of which Endeavours were 
crowned with Succeis, to the lafting Benefit of this Kingdom: - 

That-during his Refidence in thefe Parts, he obferv’d with 
Attention that many Advantages, that might and ought to have 
been long fince fecured there, greatly for the Honour of the 
Crown, and theBenefit of His Majefty’s Kingdoms, have hitherto 
been grofly obftructed or neglected ; particularly that of gaining 
over the many Tribes of the Heathen Indian Natives, in the vatt 
Wildernefs behind the Briti/b Settlements in New- England,to the 
Intereft of the Briti/b Nation, and to the Knowledge & Love of 
Chriftianity, wha, if well treated, and properly initructed by fit 
Perfons, refiding continually among them, would be effectually 
attacht to the Briti/b Intereft in all future Times, and prove of 
vatt Service to the Crown, efpecially in Time of War with France, 
whofe Miffionartes conftantly refide among: their neighbouring 
Tribes of Jndians near the French Settlements in Canada, and, in- 
ftructing them in the French Intereft, render them very ufeful to 
the French in their Wars, and as injurious to the: &riti/h Subjects 
in the faid Plantations : | | : 

That Mr. Joun Serceant, a Gentleman of great Probity, 
Piety, and Learning, fettled at Houfatunnuk, one of the furthers 
moit out Parts of the Bris Habitations in New-Hugland, on 

the 
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_ ‘the Borders of {aid Wildernefs, being deeply touched with Com- 


paffion for the miferable State of Ignorance and Heathenifm of 
thofe many Tribes of poor Jndians,and duly fenfible of theTruth 
of the Premiffes, has form’d an excellent Scheme for the Education 
of a Number of thofe Indian Children, in fach Manner as may, 
by Degrees, raife them into the Condition of 'a civil & induftrious 
People,and introduce the Englih Language among them, inftead 
of their own barbarous Jargon,and inftruét them in thePrinciples 
of Religion and Vertue ; and will himfelf and Family conftantly 
refide among them, and apply his Time and beft Endeavours, 
fer the moft effectual carrying the fame into Execution, whereby, 
in a Courfe of Years,a Way may, by God’s Bleffing, be opened 
for the Propagation of Chri/tianity to the remotett of theirTribes - 

That this noble Defign cannot, in its Nature, be carried for- 
ward without confiderable Expence ; the furnifhing whereof de- 
pends, under God,on the charitableContributions of well-difpofed 
People ; and many worthy Perfons of both Sexes, in and near 
London, defirous to promote the fame, have declared their Inten- 
tions to contribute liberally towards carrying on and fupporting 
thereof, when a Subfcription and Colleétion for it thall be pro- 
perly begun. ee 

And for as much as this Undertaking would be greatly en- 
couraged by your Reyal Highne/s’s' gracioufly vouchfafeing to 
become. the firft Subfcriber and Contributer ‘thereto,and many of 
His Mayjeity’s goodSubjects be induced to give the more liberally: 

May it therefore pleafe your Royal Highne/s to take the Pre- 
mifies into ‘Confideration, and gracioufly condefcend to become 
the firft Subfcriber and Contributer to the fame. 
) And your Petitioner fhail ever Pray, 8c. 

1, lin 

This Petition, with a Letter, and the Subfcription Book, Capt. 
Coram fent to Col. Fobn Shute, Privy Purfe toHis Royal Highne/s, 
with whom he was well acquainted, who was then about twenty 
Miles from London, defiring him to lay them before the:Prince of 
Wales. But his ‘Circumftances would not'then admit of his going 
to the Prince. The Colonel therefore fent the’ Letter, Petition, 
and Subicription Book, to the Rev. Dr. Ay/cough, Clerk of the 
Clofet, and firft Chaplain to his Royal Highne/s, defiring him te 
folicit the Prince to become the firft Subferiber, i 

aa The 
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The Door had no fooner laid thefe Things before his Royal 
Highnefs, but he declared himfelf ready ana free to encourage fo 
good and laudable a Defign, plac’d his Name at the Head of 
the Subfcription, and gave 20 Guineas for the Encouragement of 
the Boarding-School,which was paid toMr. Coram. Dr. Ayfcough 
alfo Jet him know, that he himfelf defign’d to make a Prefent of 
a Bible to the Congregation at Stockbridge, which he foon after 
did ; one of the largeft Sort, finely Gilt, bound up in three Vol. 
Jarge Folio, which now adorns the Pulpit at Stockbridge, and is 
made ufe of for the Benefit of that Congregation, every Lora’s- 


ay. ! 
- Whilethefe Things were doing, Capt. Coram tho’t himfelf ob- 
lie’d to let Dr. Ay/cough know, that this Mr. SERGEANT was a 
Diffenting Minifter, and. not of the Church of England. The 
Doéfor seply’d * What if he be a Diffenter ? He is a goodMan, 
and that is every Thing. Itis Time thofe Diftinétions fhould 
be laid afide, and not make them where there is none, and the 
Partition Wall thrown down, that Chriftians might love one 
another : That he lov’d all goodMen alike, let them beChurch- 
men or Diffenters.’ oLy 
A noble, generous and catholick Spirit the Doéor herein dif- 
cover’d ; and were all Minifters, of every Denomination, of fuch 
an excellent Temper, we fhould foon all join Hands to remove 
the Partition Wall, which has fo long divided, and weakned the 
Church of Chrift;, and unite in cultivating and. eftablifhing that 
Love and Unity. the Gofpel of Cori fo abundantly recommends 
to us, and which is both the Strength and Beauty of theChriftian 
Church. The Doéor alfo wrote a very kind and obliging Letter 
to Mr. Sexrcrant, which, if it prove as grateful to the Reader 
as-it was to him, and is to me, I fhall think my Time well {pent 
in tran{cribing. | 
Reverend. Sir, 

‘ I have perufed, with great Satisfaction, your Letter to-Dr. 
¢ Colman, concerning your Propofal of a more effectual Method 
¢ of converting! the Indians, in.your Neighbourhood, to Chrif- 
¢ tianity. I Jikewife had fuch an,Account of your-good Inten- 
© tions and Abilities fromMr. Belcher, Mr. Coram, and jome orher 
© of your Friends, that I could not forbear writing to you, both 
© to fhew my Approbation of your Defign, and.to afiure you of 
; . my 
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‘ my encouraging, and affifting it, tothe utmoft of my Power. 
« | havé recommended it to my Royal Mafter the Prince of Wales, 
¢ who, with his ufual Goodnefs, has contributed towards it; and 
< you may depend upon my promoting it with all the-Zeal that 
‘ fo pious and ufeful an Undertaking requires & deferves. . Pray 
« God give you Succefs in it. But whatever the Event of our 
€ 
¢ 
€ 


Labours may be, you may be fure of; the Reward of them; 
from that good Being from whom only, Icdare fay, you: expect 
it. Pray God blefs and profper you, and:as many (let them 
be of whatfoever Denomination) who /ove our Lord Fefus Chrift 


in Sincerity. I am, good Sir, 
) ba Your affectionate Brother 
London, May.20. 1746. and bumble Servant, 


| Francis Ayfcough. 

| Capt. Coram, having fucceeded fo well with the Prince, in the 
| next Place apply’d to the Duke of Cumberland, by the Right Hor. 
| Mr). Points, defiring he would contribute ten Guineas. The 
Duke generoufly reply’d, * It would-be Shamefulto give fo fmall 
© a Sum to. fo. good a Purpofe,’ and fubfcrib’d: Twenty..: The 
Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Dorfet, and the Lord Gower gave 
each five Guineas. And here, fo far as 1 can learn, this well 
begun Subfcription ended, which every one who reads the fore- 
going Account will be furpriz’d at, unlefs I relate the Occafion 

of it, otherwife I fhould have pafs’d it over in Silence. 
A certain Gentleman in London, and a Lady of his Acquain- 
tance, (which Lady Capt. Coram had before apply’d to,. to be- 
| come the firft Subfcriber) had inform’d the Captain, that, when 
the Subfcription was well begun, they would contribute to that 
good Defign. He therefore'now wrote to the Gentleman, ac- 
quainted him with the Succefs he had met with, fenthim a Copy 
of the above Petition:to the Prince, and inform’d him, that he 
defign’d to wait upon the Lady for her Subfcription. » The Gen- 
tleman fent back the Petition to Mr. Coram, and wrote to him, 
letting him know, that his Condué had been fuch, that neither 
the Lady, nor he would: have*any Thing more to fay to him. 
This Treatment gave the good Gentleman fuch a Difguft, that 
he proceeded no further.) And, in a Letter of Aday 10, he 
fays to Mr. Sercrant,— ‘I really believe I thould have got ten 
¢ Times as muchas I have, if I had not been prevented by that 
¢ unhandfome Ufage.’ R What 
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vw What a Pity isit, thatoa .Sub{cription ‘to”encourage fach a 
pious and noble Defign, ‘that: had*fo ‘good a leead, and ‘fuch a 
fair Profpectvof fucceeding, fhould be put by becaufe’ of the ill 
Ulage.one-or two Perfons offered to the generousPremoter of it ? 
Would.notione have tho’t; that feeing that Gentleman & Lady 
fail'd, there wasitheomore Need of applying to others, who had 
giweni Encouragement, that they would {mile upon the: A ffair by 
their free Contributions ? And is it not'more than probable; that 
the Example of His Royal Highne/s the Prince of Wales, of the 
Duke of Cumberland his Brother, “and ‘alfo‘of the noble Perfons 
who had fubfcrib’d, wouldshaveinduced many to frée and libe- 
xal Contributions to*fuch an excellent and pious Defign ? 

What. Capt. Coram collected, he fent to. Mr: Wallis ‘of Boston, 
by whom it camesto Mr Serceant’s Hand. He wrote alfo 4 
very large Letter, dated London, May 10, in which he inform’d 
Mr. Serceant of his Proceeding, in all the foregoing Steps 3 
which Mr..SercEanr receiv’d Fanuary1747 3 when I find in 
his. Journal thefe fhort Hints, ¢ Received Letters’ from Loudon 
“:informing .of a Benefaction for the Indians School ;42went to 
* Bofton:to take Care of it.— The Prince of Wales {abfetib’d 20) 
* Guineas.’ . 

A grateful Senfe. of Dr. Ay/cough’s Generofity, Kindnefs and 
Condefcention, oblio’d Mr. SerGEanT to-write to him without 
Delay. The Copy of his Letter bearsDate Fanuary 24. 1746,7' 
andis:as follows. | | 

Reverend Sir, 

* With great Satisfaction,and much Gratitude,.I receiv’d your 
moft obliging Favour of May 20, 1746. affuring me of your 
approving of my Defign, publifhed-in my Letter to Dr.Colman, 
and of your ‘Readinefs to promoté-it, to the urmoft. of your 
Power..; Iam extreamly oblig’d tothat good Gentleman, Mr. 
Coram, tor making you acquainted with it, and to you for 
recommending it to His Royal Highne/s the Prince of Wales ; 
and think it my Duty to return you my moft hearty Thanks 
for this Inftance of your Goodnefs:: and am very glad of this 
Advantage put into my Hands, to promote a Spiritof Loyalty 
in the Jndians, to His Majefty, whofe Subjects they now readily 
profefs themfelves to be ; and there is no Doubt but fuch In- 
{tances of Royal Bounty,well improv’d, will have a good Effect, 
to attach the Judians to the Briti/h Interett, § Your 
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*: Your own Gift to’ ovr’Congregation, I thankfully accept, 
both as'an Inftance of your’ Goodnefs, ‘and Piety! «As it ever 
has been, fo it will, I truft, till be, my zealous Endeavour to 
communicate to this poor People the pure Doétrines of God, 
and the Words of: eternal Life, as they are contain’d in’ the 
holy Scriptures 5: ever praying that they may be made. wife to 
Salvation by them. ) | | 
* Tam much oblig’d to myFriends,that they have recommened 
me, in fo advantageous a Manner, to Gentlemen of fo diftin- 
guifhed and high Stations as yours; and yet I cannot, without 
Reluctance, receive theirCompliments. To be fure; Dr. Colman 
has fpoken too highly of me, and I with fome Things he has 
faid had been fuppreffed. Mr. Belcher was ever exceeding 
kind to me, and highly deferv’d of the Indians, having taken 
great Pains, while he was in the Chair of this Government, to 
promote Chriftianity among them, and to engage them in the 
Sritifh \atereft: And it is a ereat Pleafure to me, that he has 
not forgot his former Kindnefs. To his pious Zeal ‘to promote 
this Intereft, I attribute his kind Partiality towards me. 
* This Defign'T look upon to ‘be of great Importance, and 
am greatly encouraged in the Undertaking, in that it has ob- 
tain'd the Approbation.and good Influence of a Gentleman of 
your Character and Station, which give you fo much’ Advan- 
tage to promote it.' I shave written largely to Mr. Coram, who 
will gladly embrace an Opportunity to communicate to you, 
what I have written to him. 
* It is with great Satisfaction I obferve the Goodnefs, the Can- 
dour & pious Difpofition of your Mind, which certainly: muft 
be approv’d by that good Being, ‘who is the Father of the Uni- 
verfe, and the great Saviour of the World, who has given ‘him- 
{elf a Ranfom for all.’ May his Kingdom be enlarged, and ‘the 
Fulne/s of the Gentiles brought into his holy Church. TI have 
had large Experience of the Truth of his gracious Promifes, 
and efteem your kind and condefcending Notice of me, as an 
Inftance of the Fulfilment of his Promife:to them that deny 
themfelves for his, and the Gofpel’s Sake. May he gracioufly 
conlider this Inftance of your Kindnefs, as an Aét of Charit 
done to himfelf, when he thall come to judge the World, 
bringing his Rewards with him, How happy would it be for 
R./2 * the 
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the Briti/b Nation, if the Minifters of Religion, of every Deno- 
mination, were:endow’d with the fameé-Candor and pious Dif 
pofition ? Then our unhappy party Diftin¢étions would be foon 
forgotten. May the fame divine Temper, by your happy In- 
fluence, diffufe itfelf,among all Orders, promoted by the Ex- 
ample of a Prince of foymaiy amiable Virtues, as adorn His 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales. Excufe me, Sir, that ] 
hope you will. favour me with your future Correfpondence, 
which I fhali efteem a great Honour done to, 
To the Rev. Dr. Ayfcough, Reverend Sir, 
Clerk of the Clofet to his Royal Your obliged. 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 8c. - Humble Servant, 
: JOHN SERGEANT. 
He alfo wrote.a very large Letter. to,Capt. Coram, dated Fan. 
22. In which he gives a confiderable Account of-his: Miffon to 
the Indians,.and of his Succefs in that Bufinefs.. It will therefore 
doubtlefs be grateful. to the, Reader to be entertain’d ‘with the 
whole of it. | | 
| Sirs | | 7 
‘ Your moft obliging Letter of May 10,1746, containing’an 
Account of your generous Endeavours. to promote the Defign 
of my publick Propofal for the Indians, I have juft now receiv’d ; 
together with the Invoice of the Particulars; you have fent to 
the Care of Mr. Vallis in Bofton... By Dr. Colman’s Favour, I 
was before, in fome Meafure, acquainted with your Zeal, your 
generous Concern & Pains for us ; which gave me great Satis- 
faction, & mov’d both myThankfgivings toGod & Prayers for 
you... But your Letter, containing an Account of your La- 
bours.in this, Affair, gives me fuch an Opinion of your Good- 
nefs as exceeds what I could readily have imagined.» It 1s a 
great Pleafure to me, that you feem to.be mov’d with fo ge- 
nerous a Spirit, and fo much: above the narrow and niggardly 
Conceptions of Bigots ; which Temper is as great an Abhor- 
rence to my Mind as it, can be, to yours.. And Iam fure the 
Pleafure you take,.in fuch generousLabours for Mankind, mutt 
be as much above the little Satisfaction of Bigots, in promoting 
their own party Schemes, as the Temper with which you are’ 
actuated is preferable to theirs. “And your Reward: with God 
will be in Proportion to the Excellency of that Charity that 
‘ moves 
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moyes you, in your generous Labours for us. Nothing, to be 
fure, could have been better defign’d than to get thofe great 
Perfons you applied to, to honour the Defign with their Sub- 
fcriptions : And that it has been favour’d in our excellent Royal 
Family, is by me efteem’d an additional Obligation of Duty to 
endeavour to promote a Spirit of Loyalty in the Jndians, as far 
as my Influence now, or any Time hereafter, may reach. 

‘ It is now a little more than eleven Years fince I was firft fet- 
tled in this Part of the Country, with a Defign to profelite the 
Indians to the Chriftian Faith. Having fpent Part of the fore- 
going Year with them, in two Vifits 1 made them, I found 
fuch Encouragement as induced me to devote myfelf to this 
Service : And have now, with a great deal of Pains, gain’d 
fuch an Acquaintance with their barbarous Language as to 
converfe with them in it ; and with a little Affiftance, in my 
Study, from an Interpreter, to preach to them, and to read 
Prayers,which I have compofed for the publick Worfhip, which 
they attend as conftantly asPeople generally doinEnglif{hAflem- 
blies.. TheirLanguage is extreamly hard to learn,and perhaps [ 
fhall never be a thoro’ Mafter of it ; there never having been 
any European that ever was, except one or two, and they learn’d 
it when they were Children. But the young People among 
them learn Engli/h well; moft of them in thisPlace underftand 
a great deal of it, and fome fpealk it freely & correctly. “There 
are many that can read Englifh well, and fome are able to 
write. When) I came into thefe Parts firft they were much 
difperfed, four or five Families in a Place, and often moving 
from Place to Place. They are now gathered together at this 
Place, and are much more fixed than they ufedto be. Inftead 
of their Bark Hutts, they own feventeen Englifo Houfes, fifteen 
of which they have builc them{elves at their own Coft, and 
fome of them are comfortably furnifhed with Houfhold Stuff. 
There were in this Place but eight or ten Families when I firft 
came, we now reckon nearFifty befides old People & tranfient 
young Perfons. The Families indeed are but fmall, as is com- 
mon among the Natives. Near half that are born die in In- 
fancy or Childhood, which I attribute to their Manner of Liv- 
ing, and want of fuitable Medicines in Time of Sicknels. The 


grown People abundantly die with Confumptions,begun with 
; © violent 
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violent Colds, . The moft of the fettled Families in ourNeigh- 
« bourhood are gathered to this Place, and the greater Part cf 
*« them have received Bapti/im. OurNumber increafes fromTime 
* to Time by the Addition of new Families, efpecially of thofe 
* who are kindly difpos’d to Chriftianity. It is probable, we 
* fhould have had more of them before now, if there had not 
come fomeMoravian Preachers among fome of them near to us, 
‘ I do not pretend to fo much Acquaintance with that Sort of 
‘ People, as to pafs any pofitive Judgment about them ; the 
* Converts they have made, are, I think, Enthufiaftick & bigot- 
‘ ted. They have rendred themfelves fo much fufpected in the 
* Governments of New-York and Conneéficut, that they would 
* not tolerate them within their Bounds. They refufed to take 
* the Oath of Allegiance to King George, or even the Quakers 
* folemn Declaration. What was the Meaning of this I cannot 
‘ tell. They drew off a Number of Indians from thefe Parts, 
‘ and fome frorn this Place to Penfylvania. -We have of Indians 
in regular ftanding in theChurch 35, 13 Males and 22 Females, 
befides five or fix under a temporary Sufpentfion from theCom- 
munion, fome of which I hope may be recovered to Repen- 
* tance. Out of ourCommunion have died eight or nine, moft 
of whom feem to me to have left the World with a good 
Chriftian Temper, and with a well grounded “Hope, befides 
fome other younger Perfons, I could not but hope well: of. 
The Succefs\I have: had; thro’ the divine: Bleffing, has been 
tho’t as great as has attended any late Attempt of this Kind, 
* and yet I have nothing to boaft of ; but have Reafon to be 
* humbled, that my Labours have been fo much blafted: I am 
“ fure nothing affects me with more Grief than to obferve the 
little Fruic of my Labours. Some of thofe who have appear’d 
the moft promifing Converts, have, to my great Grief, and, 
fome Times, even to my Aftonifhment, {trangely fallen away, 
which has almoft wholly difcouraged my further Attempts, 
The Truth is, the Jndians are, perhaps, as fickle and irrefolute 
* in their Determinations, as any People in the World: And 
* when they feem to be wholly recovered from their Vice, eafily 
‘ relapfe into their foolifh & wicked national Habits. I fpeak 
« of the Tribe to which I Minifter, and fuppofe the fame Tem- 
“per generally prevails among all the American Indians. Their 
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great national and fundamental Vices are, JIdlene/s and Drunk- 
enné/s, which are a great Obftruction to the Propagation of 


‘ Chnitianity among them, with any due & lafting Effe@.  Be.. 
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fides, there is an almoft univerfal Jealoufy fpread among the 
Tribes of Judians, and a Sufpicion of the Anglifh. This, I am 
fure, is in'a great Meafure the Effect of French Policy and the 
Work of their Miffionaries. | 
* [cannot think of any Method more likely to conquer thefe 
Difficulties, and to lay the Foundation for the larger Spreading 
of the Gofpel, or attaching the Indians to the Britifh Interett, 
than what I have publickly propos’d, . If it pleafe God to give 
it Effect, it may,in Time,be a Means of a great Deal of Good: 
And yet, I dare not promife my/felf fuddenly any extraordinary 
Succefs from it. I fee noWay that will, in human Probability, 
correct fo fuccefsfully their national Habits, as this 1 have pro- 
pofed. . It is not eafy for thofe, who are not acquainted with 
barbarous Nations to conceive, into what a Degree of Barbarity 
they are funk; nor how difficult it is to recover them. A 
great Deal has been done for our Jvdians. To their Honour, 
this Government has done much; but yet, fo jealous were they 
at the firft, that they could hardly be perfuaded to accept the 
Kindnefies that were offer’d them, and fome they actually re- 
fufed. . We.are now got over this Difficulty, which has been 
a vaft Hindrance to our Defign. 
‘ Qur Situation here is the belt, to lay fuch a Foundation, of 
any to be found in New-England. By the Favour of the Go- 
vernment, we have a good Townfhip of Land, capable of 
maintaining three Times the Number of Inhabitants that we 
have ; and, I believe, it might be, in Time, replenifhed with 
that Number, by this Means. And if we could perfuade a 
Number of young People, from the feveral remote Tribes, to 
receive an Education here, they might be a Means of Propa- 
gating Chriftiaa Knowledge and Vertue very far among their 
Tribes : And there is Ground to hope, we might obtain this, 
by the Influence of two Englifh Miffionaries in the Weftern 
Parts. I mean Mr. Barclay, a worthy Gentleman, and my 
particular Friend, Miflionary to the Mohawks, who received 
his Orders from the Bifhop of London, and is maintained by 
the Society for Propagating theGofpel ; &cc. but as he is Chaplain, 
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at the fameTime,in the King’sGarrifon at /bany,and oblig’d to 
‘ {pend half his Time there, 40 Mites diftant from them, and has 
© no eftablifhed School Majfter, or Catechift, labours under great 
¢ Difadvantages. The other Gentleman, I mear, is Mr. Brarnard, 
‘ 2 zealous and well-difpos’d youngMan, fomeAccount of whom 
© you have ina Pamphlet, which accompanies this. In a Word, 
¢ Sir, I think the Defign of a School, in the Manner I have pro- 
* jeéted, is of very great Importance, not to fay abfolutely ne- 
¢ ceffary, in order to the effectual Propagation of the Chriftian 
« Religion among them ; and unlefs this People are, beyond all 
¢ other, under a Curfe from Heaven, this would probably do it : 
¢ for, except their Complection, I fee nothing, in this People, 
¢ but that they may be cultivated into as agreable a People as 
« any other. They are naturally ingenious and good tempered 
< as other People, and many of the little Children very pretty 
¢ and agreable ; and feem to want Nothing but a right Cultiva- 
€ tion to form their Minds and Manners into every laudable 
© Quality and Action, human Nature is capable of. If Ican be 
< the Inftrument in the Hand of Providence, to lay fuch a Foun- 
< dation as this, it would be a great Satisfaction to my Mind ; 
¢ and, I hope, Generations to come will have Occafion to re- 
« member my Name with Gratitude. | 
¢ [am fure, the Defign 1s cood ; and, it feems to me, as 
< neceffary as it is good ; for indeed, without this Method of 
¢ Inftru€tion & Cultivation of their Children, our Labour feems 
< to be, in great Meafure, vain. I cannot but hope it may be 
¢ effected, notwithftanding the Difcouragements it has hitherto 
¢ met with. I believe there might have been fome confiderable 
¢ Subfcriptions made in thisCountry, had not the War prevented. 
When it fhall pleafe God to put an End to this diftreffing Ca- 
© Jamity, I fhall ufe my utmoftEndeavours, with theAffiftance of 
enod and well-difpos’d Gentlemen, to put theMatter forward. 
To Capt. Thomas Coram I am, &c. 
of London. JONN SERGEANT. 
Thefe two Letters, from Mr. SzercEant, I am apprehenfive 
never reach’d the Gentlemen to whom they were directed ; for, 
September 24.1747, Mr. SERGEANT notes, in his Journal, that 
he had then receiv’d aLetter from Mr. Wallis of Bofton, intorming 
him that Capt. Coram had receiv’d no Letter from him, and was 
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a little out of Temper upon that Account. And then adds, * I 
© immediately laid afide all other Bufinefs and wrote to Dr. 
© Ayfeough & Mr. Coram.’—Yea | fufpect, that even this fecond 
Letter he now wrote to Dr. Ay/coagh,. fail’d by the Way; for, 
in a fecond Letter which the Doéfor wrote to Mr. SERGEANT, 
dated December 9, 1748, he informs him, that he had receiv’d 
his Letter of July 22, 1748, but makes no Mention of any of an 
earlier Date. He alfo fays to him, that he was glad the Con- 
gregation of Stockbridge had receiv’d the Bible he fent ; which 
{eems to intimate, that the firft Information he had of their re- 
ceiving of it, was by Mr. Serceant’s Letter of Fuly 22, 1748; 
whereas Mr, SeRceant in his Letter of January 24, 1746,7, 
inform’d the Deéor of the Receipt of it, and return’d himThanks 
for it. I have before taken Notice, that as foon as Mr. Hollis 
was made acquainted with Mr. Serczanv’s Delign of aBoarding- 
School, he dire&tly ordered twelve more Boys to be taken in upon 
that Foundation, and educated wholly at his Coft. But,by Rea- 
fon of the War, which much; affected them of Stockbridge, his 
Orders were not put in Execution, and the whole Affair of the 
Boarding- School was defer’d, till a more favourable Opportunity. 
Mr Hollis, being inform’d of this, wrote this Year to Dr.Coliman, 
infifting upon it, that 12 Boys fhould, without any furtherDelay, 
be taken & educated at his ‘Charge : And thofe. Paffages of Mr. 
Hollis’s Letter, which; related to that Affair, Dr. Colman tran{- 


{crib’d to Mr. Sercranr. Ina Letter of May 7, the Doéfor 


writes ; 

Reverend and dear Sir, 

¢ Yefterday I receiv’d a Letter from our honoured Friend Mr. 

¢ Hollis, who fays;’— If my Money lie by till the War ends, it may 
be a long Time indeed. Do you fee the leaft Profpect in the World 
of it 2 Would you not wifh to fee the Redeemer’s Work carried on 
while you live ? I am not willing to bave my Money of three Hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds your Currency lying by ufelefs, till the War ts 
ended. And 1 do herewith.appoint, that.there be, as foon as poffitle, 
12 more Heathen Boys taken on my Account, to be entirely provided 
for with Lodging and Maintenance, to be infirutied tn the Chriftian 
Doétrine. And after I know of this Order's being comply’d with, 
I defign to make a large Remitance for further carrying on the Work, 
—= Thus far Mr. Hollis, from ta aaa Jan 27: 1746,7. 
se on a 


1g 


eae TS AT LN ER PG RE TERT t= 


132  ~— Hiftorical Mémoirs, &°¢. L744 


The Doéor goes on, O.1K 

* Dear Sir, you will pleafe to communicate this to the ho- 
* nouradle Gentlenien, the Committee, to whom I paid, in your 
Prefence, laft Year, Mr. Hollis’s three Hundred and fifty Pounds 
our Currency, and all the other Moneys in my Hand 5 and to 
advife with them.) Jam fure; you and they can bet tell what 
* can and muft be done. I have wrote myfelf to Mr. Hollis to 
- Day, wherein I let him know of this my prefent Writing to 

“you, and I hope you will, as foon as may be, write to My, 

* Hollis, whofe good and generous Soul is enough to animate us 

& &}J.? 

Who the Committee were, into whofe Hands Dr. Colman paid 
Mr. Hellis’s Money, and the other Money: that was if his Hand, 
£ fhall have Occafion to fhow by and by. 

- In another Letter alfo, he tranfcribes a Paffuge frona Mr. Hollis, 

. and this being the laft written:by Dr. Colmah ito Mr; SERGEANT, 
four Days before his Death, I fhall-tranfcribe{o much lof it as 
relates to Mr. SERGEANT, and to the Affairs of Stockbridge. 

Bofion, Auguft 25. 4947. 
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Reverend and dear Str, 
* With a fick and faint Breaft, and a trembling Hand, I now 
* write you (asic. feems to me) my laft ; but with a reviving 
* Pleafure, ona new Letter Yefterday ‘réceiv’d from the Rey. 
* Mr. Holls, our pious and generous Friend ; repeating to’ me: 
‘ the fame Things which he had before wroté.’ Lrequept (fays 
be) that the three Klundred Pounds in your Hands o my Money 
may be employ’d in the Education of twelve new Boys, of Heathen 
Parents, with all convenient Speed. Yea, I abjolutely infift upon it, 
and promife beréewtth to make a Remittance for furthér Charge of 
Education and Mainténdnce., my Estate being very much increas'’a : 
having bad a gréat Deal left me, by a Relative deceased. Pleafe'to 
inform me, how it bas gone with the Lads inftrusted of my Expence 
fome Time ago. If fome. prove naughty, ‘others may come to Good. 
As for the War with. France, let not that binder the Edveation of ; 
Children at my Expence.. Irequeft it may b2 done fpteilily, if there: 
ée Indian Parents willing to‘bave their Children educated. Dr. 
Colman proceeds, ‘ Yefterday in the Evening, our worthy and 
* good Friend Mr. Wallis of Bo/fow call’d in pon me, and read 
“mea very goodiand.moft encouraging Letter from ‘his good 
Uncle 
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© Uncle Coram of London, refpecting his further Progrefs at Court 
* re{pecting Nova Schola (a new School) in general ; and alfo 
‘of further Benefits to ‘your Town, and the Support of Religion 
‘ and Edueation at Hou/fatunnuk. | 
‘ I was rejoyce’d to fee Mr. Wallis ; and think Providence has 
chofen a very good Hand in him, and that he will naturally, 
and with Fidelity, minifter between his Uncle and you. I en- 
treated him forthwith to ferve you with a Copy of his Uncle’s 
Letter: and I forward this to him to come therewith. 
* When I took my Pen in Hand, I fear’d I fhould not have 
been able to write at all. My Son, the Lord be with thee,and 
profper thou when I am dead. May his holy Pleafure profper 
in thy gracious Heart and Hand, which he has fanétified to 
ferve his gracious Purpofes. I intend this Hour, God willing, 
to write to Mr. Coram, thank and encourage him,and theLord 
reward him ; to whom be Glory forever.—It feems to be the 
laft from, Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your unworthy finfyul Brother, 
Benjamin Colman. 
Upon this Letter of the Dofor’s, Mr. Sercrant wrote, ‘ My 
laft indeed from this good Man, whofe Soul is gone to reft in 
* the Lord.’ May I be fuffer’d to add, A rare Inftance indeed of 
a good Man’s dying, as it were with his Pen in his Hand, la- 
bouring to promote the Good of his Country, the Profpericy 
of his Friends, and the eternal Salyation of. precious Souls ! 
And who of all his Brethren, the Sons of New- England, has he 
left behind him, who fo tenderly loves, fo ardently cares for, and 
fo vigoroufly endeavours to promote the Good of his native 
Country, as Dr. Colman did ? But I am fteping befide my Line, 
and muft return. 
If Mr. Wallis fent a Copy of Mr. Coram’s Letter to Mr. Ser- 
GEANT, as the Doéor defir'd, it is not to be found; therefore 
what is meant by further Benefits to Stockbridge,and by the Support 
of Religion €S Education at Houfatunnuk, fpoken of in the Deéfor’s 
Letter above, I.am not able to fay. But by a mew School, I con- 
clude, is included a Female Boarding-School, which Mr. Coram 
then, and fince, ufed Endeavours to promote. 
Things relating to the Boarding School, now appearing with a 
Favourable Afpect, and ‘Mr. Hollis urging very hard, that his 
hy eee twelve 
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twelve Boys might be, without any further Delay, taken upon 
that Foundation, Mr. SERGEANT now entertain’d ferious ‘Tho’ts 
of profecuting that Defign, in the Manner he had propos’d. He 
therefore, in the firft Place, mov’d the /ndians of Stockbridge, who 
are the Proprietors of the undivided Lands in that Town/bip, to 
give 200 Acres of Land, to build a School:Houfe upon, and to 
‘be cultivated by the Children who fhould receive theirEducation 
there. » The Indians chearfully comply’d with the Motion, and 
gave 200 Acres of very good Land, about a Mile from the 
Meeting-Houfe,for thatPurpofe. The Manner & Time of their 
giving of its] am not acquainted with,but theFact is well known. 

About the Middle of uly,Mr. Serceant fet out ona Jour- 
ney to Bofton, in order to forward this important Affair. He 
went by the Way of Northampton, Hatfield and Hadley, that he 
might confer with thofe Gentlemen whom he had nominated, in 
the Poftfcript of his Letter to Dr. Colman, of Auguft 1. 1743, to 
be a Committee, or Trusfees, to receive and difburfe the Money 
which might be given to promote that good Defign, and who 
had expreft their Willingnefs to take that Trouble upon them, viz. 
the honourable fobs Steddard, Hleazer Porter, Ifrael Williams and 
Oliver Partridge, Efgrs; and the Rev. Mr. Edwards. ‘Thefe are 
the honourable Gentlemen, the Committee, of whom Dr. Colman 
fpeaks, in his Letter of May 21,above tranfcrib’d, to whom the 
Doéfor paid, in Mr, Serceant’s Prefence, Mr. Hollis’s three 
Hundred and fifty Pounds, and the other Moneys which were in 
his Hand... By the other Money, I fuppofe, he means Madam 
Holden’s oneHundred Pounds, and Dr. Watt's feventy Pounds, which 
he had received for the encouraging the Boarding-School. 

Thofe Gentlemen Mr.SerGeantT defired would meet at Col. 
Porter’s of Hadley, on the 20th of uly, that he might there con- 
fer with them, and take their Advice and Direction upon the 
Bufinefs before him. Col. Stoddard and Mr. Edwards came not 
to the Meeting, and wholly declin’d having any Thing more to 
do in thatAffair. The otherGentlemen,Col. Porter, Col. Williams 
and Col. Partridge met, before whom Mr, Serceanr laid open 
the Affair, with what Clearnefs he could, and they advis’d him 
to proceed in it. Thefe Gentlemen alfo propos’d to be madea 
Body Politick to act in that Bufinefs, and advis’d Mr, Ser- 
GEANT to endeavour to accomplifh that Matter, and to 5 
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fire theAffiftance of Mr. Fluéchinfon, and Mr. Oliver in it. When 
Mr. SERGEANT came to Boffon, he confer’d with thofe Gentle- 
men upon the Subject, who tho’t it not beit that the fore-named 
Gentlemen fhould be incorporated ; but rather that the Matter 
fhould be put into the Hands of the London Corporation, and 
tranfacted by their Commiffioners here. The Commiffioners them- 
felves were alfo of the fame Mind ; and finally, neither the one 
‘nor the other was done, but the whole Care of that Affair (fo far 
as | can learn) devolv’d on Mr. Serceant ; who refolv’d, with 
what Speed he could, to ereét a Building for, and to proceed to, 
the Education of the Judian Children; more efpecially thofe for 
whofe Education Mr. Hollis ftood engag’d : and from Bofon he 
wrote to Mr. Hollis, informing him of the Steps he had taken, 
and that he defign’d to proceed in that Affair, as faft as he could, 
Of this Letter 1 find no Copy, but only a Minute in Mr, Szr- 
GrAnt’s Journal, that he thus wrote to him. September 25, he 
again wrote to Mr. Hollis, and by his Anfwer the Reader may 
sive fome Guefs what was contain’d in Mr, Serczant’s Letter. 
Mr. Hollis’s Anfwer is dated from 
| High-Wycomb in Buckinbamfbire, 
Reverend Sir, Fuly 22.1748. 
© Treceived fome Time fince a Letter of yours, dated Sept, 25. 
¢ ] know not the Caufe, why it was fo long before it came to 
¢ Hand. Ido not find that my Order, for the Maintenances 
‘ Cloathing and Inftruction of twelve more Heathen Boys, has 
« been comply’d with as yet. If it has not yet been effected, 
¢ pray let it be done out of Hand, viz. twelve Boys of Heathen 
« Parents; fuch as are not Profeffors of Chriftianity, but Chil- 
¢ dren of Heathen Parents. As to my Money, which according 
¢ to what Dr. Colman wrote to me, I fuppofe might amount to 
¢ 240 or 350 £. New- England Currency ;—be pleas’d to let the 
¢ Gentlemen know, that I am not willing that it fhould be laid 
< upas a Fund: I would have it expended in the Education and 
¢ Maintenance of the twelve frefth Boys for my Account ; and | 
¢ defign to make a further Remittance for the defreying further 
¢ Expence. In your next be pleas’d to let me know, how much 
* of my Money may be ftill remaining.’-—— 
Mr. Hollis continuing to urge, that twelve Boys might, out 
of Hand, be fupported and educated at his Expence, and the 
War 
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War continuing, which forbid its being done with any Conve- 
nience at Stockbridge, Mr.SrerGrant determined to provide them 
a fuitable Mafter, and to fend them abroad. He therefore went 
to Capt. Martin Kellogg,a Gentleman of Newington in Conneficut, 
with whom he prevail’d to take the twelve Boys for one Year; 
and to inftruct them both in Learning & in hard Labour. The 
dndians, when it was propos’d to them, confented that their Chi]- 
dren fhould go. Of this Affair Mr. SercEant gives us thefe 
thortHints in his Journal. * March 13. 1747,8. propos’d to the 
* Indians to fend theirChildren with Capt. Kellogg to Newington : 
“they confented. April 12. chofe the Boys. May 23. Mr. 
* Hollts’s twelve Boys went off to Newington.’ 
Of thefe Things Mr. Sercranr (I conclude) gave Mr. Hollis 
an Account in aLetter; for in his next & Jaft to Mr.SERGEANT, 
dated London, Ofober 5, he fays ; ‘I have a Letter from 
* you, wherein you mentioned concerning the Indian Boys. Pray 
* Jet me know if you receiv’d of the Gentleman for my Account 
“ £+ 350, New-England Currency, and in what Manner it may 
* have been difburfed. If expended let me have Account. 
© I have inclos’d a Bill of £.114 New-York Currency ; Value 
* £. 60 Sterling. Pleafe to be very particular in yourAnfwer to 
© this.—Pray let the Gentleman, that has the Care of the Boys, 
“ be defired to pray with them every Morning and every Night, 
* and before and after every Meal, and that he endeayour to 
£ inftill into their Minds Principles of Piety & Godlinefs,’--_— 
Feb. 17th. Mr Serceanr writes; § During this Winter met 
© the Indians once aWeek, to confer with them.—Communicated 
© Mr. Braimard’s Journal to them.’ Mr, Woodbridge, School- 
Matter atSvockbridge, in aLetter to me, foon afterMr.SERGEANT’s 
Death, gives a more particular Account of thefe Meetings in the 
following Words— ‘In the Winter Seafon, it was his common 
* Practice to meet the Indians once a Week in the Evening for 
“ religious Exercifes. In thefe I very often accompanied him ; 
“and, when fometimes he could not attend, he would defire 
* me to ferve in his Stead. Thefe Exercifes feem’d to have a 
“good Effect, by begeting in the Minds of the Judiaus a Seriouf. 
* nefs about the Things of Religion, And in the Summer Sea- 
‘ fon he commonly fpent an Hour after publick Service in In- 
© ftructions, Exhortations, and Chriftian Advice’——~ | 
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This was a very proper and neceffary Method to_be ufed with 
that People, who had not the Advantage of increafing in Know- 
ledge by Reading, as others have ; and by thofe Means a good 
Degree of Knowledge and Underftanding, in’ the Principles of 
Religion, was inftil’d into their Minds, by their faithful and la- 
borious Teacher. 

Fed. 21, (he fays) * The young People meet Lord’s-Day Even- 
* ings for religiousExercifes, Prayer, Singing,&c. This they did 
© of their own Accord.’—This feems to fhew, that the Minds of 
the young People were impreft with religious Sentiments, and 
that they delighted to draw near to God. 

What Sum of Money Mr. Serceanr had in Hand, or at 
Command, to enable him to ereét a. fuitable Building for the 
Boarding- School, upon the Lands given by the Jsdians for that 
End, lam not able to fay ; but he now refolved to ufe what he 
had, for that Purpofe, and endeavour’d to procure more. 

He wrote totheRev. Mr, Andrew Eliot of Bofton, defiring him 
to put forward a Subfcription there. That Gentleman, who was 
a very hearty Friend to the Caufe, propos’d a Method, that was 
likely to have fucceeded, had it been put in Execution: but 
there arofe fo many Objections againft the prefent Execution of 
Mr. Sercrant’s Scheme, that Mr. E/sot was difcourag’d, .and 
nothing was done there. , 

_ He wrote alfo to the Rey. Mr. Williams of Lebanon upon the 
fame Subject, who communicated his Letter to the Rev. Mr. 
Eliot, Minifter of the fecond Parifh in that Place, call’d Gofhen : 
And in aLetter of May 7. Mr.Williams inforn’d Mr. Serczant, 
that at Gofben they had gathered by Contribution, on the Day of 
general Fafting in Gonneficut, about twelve Pounds, and that his 
Congregation, on the fame Day, contributed to'that goodDefign 
between thirty and forty Pounds, which waited his Order. 1 find, 
by an Account from-Stockbridge, that the exact Sum contributed 
at Lebanon was forty-nine Pounds one Shilling. About the fame 
Time, if I miftake not,'died Mr..Elery of Hartford in Conneéticut, 
who left by Will, to the Jadians ‘of Stockbridge, one Hundred and 
twenty Pounds. 

Mr. SerceantT alfo wrote the following Letter to the Hon: 
Society for Propagating Chriftian Knowledge, in Scotland ; defiring 
Affiftance from them. 
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, Stockbridge, in New- England, 
Str, March 18. 1749. 

« Some Years are now paft, fince a Propofal for the more 
effectual Education of the Indian Children, and the further 
Spreading of ChriftianKnowledge & Piety among their feveral 
Tribes, written in a Letter to the late Reverend and pious Dr. 
Colman of Bofton, was publifhed, with his Recommendation of 
the Defign. Several Copies of the Propofal were difperfed, 
not only in thefe Parts, but alfo in Great- Britain, particularly 
by the Means of that worthy and excellent Gentleman, and, 
if | miftake not, he tranfmitted fomeCopies to your honourable 
Society. , 
; The Execution of that Defign has been much hindred and 
delay’d by the War we have been engag’d in with France. But, 
as there is now a Profpect of Peace, I hope that Defign may, 
by the Bleffing of God, take Effect. A private Gentleman in 
England {ets a noble & generousExample, which, if it be follow’d - 
as itdeferves,will,it is to be hoped,foon carry theDefign {fo for- 
ward as to anfwerfome of the great and good Ends propos’d. 
That pious and charitable Gentleman propofes,at his ownCoft, 
to cloath, maintain and educate twelve Boys. The Defign-I 
think fo good & fo neceflary, confidering the grofs Ignorance 
and Barbarity of our Z#dian ‘Tribes,that I woald not be wanting 
in any Thing in my Power to forward it. | And fincé your 
honourable Society has fhown fo laudable a Zeal to propagate 
Chriftian Knowledge and Piety, among the poor barbarous 
Aborigines of America, 1 tho’t it proper, humbly, but yet ear- 
neitly, to recommend it to your charitable Notice. If 1t comes 
within’ the Limits of your Province, I cannot'think your 
Charity can be better beitow’d. , 
‘ The projected School is defign’d much in the Manner of the 
Charity Schools in Jre/and, which, we are told, have had won- 
derful good Effects : and why may not the fame Methods of 
Education us’d here, by the Bleffing of the fame graciousGod, 
have. the like good Effects ? By fufficient Experience, I have 
found, that more effectual Methods of Education, than what 
have yet been us’d, efpecially in Refpect of Manners and In- 
duftry in Bufinefs, are highly neceffary for this barbarous un- 
cultivated People. - 
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‘ Ipwould\gladly have;. in the. projeéted; School, all the more 
ufeful and important-Parts of Learning that ferve in common 
Life, and that fome, at leaft, may be fitted there for an cade- 
mical Education; and fo be qualified. to inftruct others ; that, 
in Time, by the Bleffing of God, the Kingdom of Chrift may 
fpread more fuccefsfully far and wide, by their Means, among 
the remoter ‘Tribes. One would. hope: this might be’ done, 
and anfwer, at the fame Time, both a religious, and a political 
View. Certainly, if, from us, Learning and good Manners 
could be propagated among them, it would be a Means of 
engaging them more firmly in the Briti/ Intereft > but if, with 
ILearning and good Manners, true Religion might| take Place. 
among them, then they would become the Subjects of theKing 
of Heaven,and be joined to the Number of Chrift’s. Redeemed, 
which muft needs be the With and earneft Defire of every fin- 
cere Chriftian. 
© The liberal.Gentleman, I had Reference to,confines his,Cha- 
rity to Boys, and thefe Heathen... Ido not blame’ his Intention ; 
but yet, equal Care, I.think, fhould be taken of Hemales ; and 
 Chriftian. Children need the Advantage of fuch Education as 
well as Heathen. 
‘ I hope this good Defign will gain the Approbation of your 
honourable Society, and ,that they .will be able to contribute to- 
wards it : at leaft,I doubt not but they. will forgive me theF ree- 
~dom. Lhave us’d, in making this Application tor that Purpofe. 
The School is already begun, and we have had 12 Boys upon 
the projected Plan of Education now. almoft a Year + An Houfe 
is in Building, for, their Reception, and will be fit for that Pur- 
pofe,. I-hope; in,a few, Months... ‘J 
¢ May our gracious God direct & fucceed your, and all other, 
¢ pious Endeavours to enlarge the Kingdom. of our glorious. Re- 
‘ deemer ; which is the earneft Prayer of, 
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To the Prefident for Sit, 
-» the Time of the | Your moft bumble Servant, 


Hon; Societys®&c., - - JOHN, SERGEANT 

I fuppofe, either that thisLetter fail’d of reaching theSociety to 
which it was directed, or. that they did not fee Caufe to do any 
Thing in Favour of the Boarding-School ;, for I find not any An- 
{wer to it, nor do I remember ever to have heard of their doing 


T any 
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any Thing to promote it) Seeing that Society “defired a Corre- 
{fpondence with Mr. SereE Ant, and that he would begin ie, by 
giving them an Account whatProgrefs Religion had made among. 
the Igdians at Stockbridge,which he did; and feeing he now wrote 
to them as. above, it is: fomewhat ftrange that he never receiv’d 
a Line from them. The moft probable ‘Conjefture I can make 
in the Cafe is, that either his Writings to them, or theirReturns, 

fail’d by the Way: | PIR 1 2W1a | 
{t appears by the foregoing Letter, that Mr. Serceanr had’ 
now erected a Building for the Boarding School, and that it was 
like to be fit, in @ few Months, for thé Reception of theScholars, 
And while he was, with much Pains and Induftry profecuting. 
that good and pious Defign, which was attended with fome Dit- 
couragements, his Spirit was refrefh’d by’the Reception of the 
following moft kind & obliging Letter from theRev. Dr. Ayfcough. 
Litile-Street, near Liecefter Fields,. 

Reverend Sir, whiginkot December 9. 1748. 
* Treceiv’d, laft Week,theFavour of yours,dated uly 22.1748. 
and am glad to hear that your Congregation are at Jatt in: 
Poffeffion of the Bible 5 pray God blefs it to them, and, under. 
the Direction of fo faithful and pious an Expofitor,make it the- 
Means of Grace & of Salvation to them. I ftill continue my: 
ardent Withes for the Succefs of the trulyChriftian & apoftolick. 
Defign you are engaged in ; ‘and I think the Method you are 
in, for the educating young Indians, in'the Knowledge of the- 
Truth, the moft effectual one that can be’ taken. Pray God 
give you Succefs. But whether that follows’or not, your En- 
deavours for it cannot fail of a Reward. I often’ think of your: 
Pains and of your Merit, and I look upon myfelf as Nothing 
in Comparifon of you, who have devoted yourfelf ‘to a moft 
hazardous and laborious Life, in Order to introduce theKnow- 
ledge of the Gofpel among the Heathen Nations. “I muft noe 
only confider you as a good Chriftian, but alfo asa ufeful and 
good Subject, fince every Convert you make muft ‘be look’d. 
upon as a new Subject brought over to the Briti Intereft. 
And truly, the infinite Pains that are taken by the French (who 
feldom come ‘behind us in civil Policy) to make Papi/ts of the 
Indians, fhould teach’ us to ufe fome Endeavours to make 
Proteftants of them. ~ With this Senfe of your Merit; and the 
, ; ‘ Ufefulnefs 
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Ufefulnefs and Piety. of your Undertaking, you may be’ fure I 
‘think myfelf: bound to do my utmoft to promote it. I with 
therefore, in your.next, you would give me a full & particular 
Account of ‘the Scheme you are purfuing. “That you would 
let. me. know, the Situation and Conditidn of ‘the Place where 
you are fettled; and of the Country round it; what Procreis 
you have made; what Number, and of what Sort of Perfons, 
your Congregation confifts ; and the State of the School lately 
fet up for the Indian Children; and whether you have any Sa- 
lary, or certainA ppointment for your Labours or not. When 
Tam fupply’d with thefe Materials, you may depend on my 
folliciting in the ftrongeft Manner, and doing the utmoft in 
my Power; to encourage & fupport fo pious an Undertaking. 
I recommend you to the divine Providence. I defire your 
Prayers for me’ and all belonging to me: and be affured, Sir, 
dt is with the higheft Satisfaction and Sincerity that I fub- 
* f{cribe myfelf, | Your affetionate Brother, 
| “and bumble Servant, 
| Francis Ayfcough. 
Mr. SzrceanrT receiv’d this Letter but ‘a little While before 
his Death, and, if I miftake not, I have been inform’d, that he 
had not Opportunity to return ‘an Anfwer to it. For the Satis- 
faction therefore ‘of thofe into whofe Hands this Hiftory may 
fall,;and' who want to be inform’d in the Things after which Dr. 
Ayfcough enquires ; and for the Satisfaction of the Doétor him- 
felt, if it fhould ever reach him, I fhall briefly touch upon what 
has not been fufficiently illuftrated in the foregoing Account. 
As for the Scheme which Mr. SERGEANT was purfuing ;—{fome 
_Account.was given of it in his Letter of Auguft ¥.1743, to Dr. 
Colman, to-which it may not be amifs hére to add; that his De- 
fign.was, that the Judian Boys, under theCate of a faithful Matter, 
who fhould labour with and infpeét them, fhould fubdue and 
cultivate the 200 Acres of ‘Land upon which they live; that. 
they fhould raife upon it all Sorts of Provifions ; that they fhould 
keep. upon the Farm a Stock of Cattle’ Sheep, Hogs, &c. that 
the.Girls fhould beemploy’d ‘in Manufacturing the Wool, Flax, 
Milk, 8zc. that fhould be rais’d upon it: They alfo,being under 
the Care of a faithful ‘Miftrefs,° who fhould inftruct them in all 
Sorts of Bufinefs fuitable to their Sex, By this Méans, they 
1 ; T 2 might, 
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might, after fome Time;in great Meafure, if not wholly, fupport 
themfelves ; be form’d to Induftry ; be acquainted ‘with the 
Englifh Language and Manners ; and be fit, at about 20 Years 
of Age, to fet up upon Farms of their own. By taking the Jz- 
dian Children when young, and bringing them up in the Way of 
Induftry (as well as Learning) Mr..Sercranr defign’d to cure 
them of Idlenefs, which they are much addicted to, and:which is 
a Seed Plot of all Manner of Vice among the Judians. 

As to the Situation of the Place where Mr. SercEant fettled ; 
—~[ obferv’d before, that Hou/atunnuk is in the S, W. Corner of 
the MaffachufettsProvince, butting upon Connecticut Colony South; 
and.upon New-York Government, Weft. For tho’ by Charter the 
Maffachufetts Province extends Weft to the South Sea, and muft 
therefore Butt upon the Gulf, of California near the North Pare 
of it, yet the Dutch being previoufly fettled upon Hudson's River, 
cut this Province in two, and at prefent we inhabit no further 
Welt than tothe Dutch Settlements. Stockbridge lies autheNorth 
End of what goes by the Name of Houfatunnuk, about 16 or 18 
Miles North of Conneézicut Line, upon a Stream which goes by 
the Name of Houfatunnuk River, and empties itfelf into the Sea, 
between Milford and Stratford in Connecticut Colony. This River, 
tho’ it be Navigable for 8: or 10 Miles fromthe Mouth of it,and 
extends itfelf crofs the Colony of Conneticut, and almoft crofs the 
Province of the Maffachufetts, more than 120 Miles into. Land, 
yet is not laid down in any of the Maps, which I have feen of 
this Country. 

The Place of this River at Stockbridge is about 40.0r 45 Miles: 
Weft of Connegicut River, and about 25 or 30. Miles Eaft. of 
Hudfon’s River. vs Courfe.at Houfatunnuk is from, North to 
South, and after it enters Connecticut Colony it bears \confiderably 
to the Eaft of South, tillit falls into the Ocean at Stratford. 

Northampton, upon Conneéiicut River, is in, or near, the fame 
Parallel of Latitude with Stockbridge, and Mr. Nealin hisHiftory, 
of Néw-England has, in his Map, laid down Conmeéficut and 
Hudfon’s Rivers, which in the Latitude of Northampton 8 Stock- 
bridge are about 70 or 80 Miles afunder. .Any | one therefore;: 
by looking into Mr. Neal’s Map, and drawing a Weft Line from 
Northampion, of 40, or 45 Miles. extent, may eafily fx the 
Place of Stockbridge. 10 

< 


1749 Hiftorical Memoirs, & cs 143 


As for the Condition of the Place ;—the foregoing Hiftory, with 
what may be further faid,will perhaps be tho’t. fufficient. —And 
as for the Condition of the Country round it ;-—South, upon Houfa- 
tunnuk River, it has- lately been purchafed ofthe Jndians, and is 
fettled by Inhabitants of this Province. The Name of theT’own 
is Sheffield; it is divided into twoParifhes,in-each of which there 
ss a Minifter fettled. Halt of Stockbridge there is a Wildernefs of 
about 40 Miles extent, which reaches to the Hnglifh Settlements 
upon Connecticut River ; it is Mountainous, and loaded:with im- 
menfe Quantities of Timber, .of almoft all Sorts. Welt isa 
Wood of about 20 Miles extent, reaching to:the!Dutch Settle- 
ments in New-York Government. And Northilies thatigreatsand 
terrible. Wildernefs, of feyeral) Hundred Miles extent, : which 
reaches to Canada. Lif 

What Progrefs Mr. SERGEANT made, may,’ I hope, in fome 
good Meafure, be judged. of, by the whole Account I have here 
given. .And-with Refpect to tbe Number of Mr. SExrGEANT’S 
Congregation, and of what Sort of Perfons it confifts ;—Mr. Wood- 
bridge, a little after Mr. SERGEANT’S Death, wrote to me, ‘that 
there were 53 Jndian Families in theTown, that they own’d 20 
Houfes built after the Englifhb Mode, and that the wholeNumber 
of Indians living at Stockbridge was then.218 ; of which 129 
have. been baptized: Of thefe.42 wereCommunicants, 18Males 
and 24. Females... The whole Number of Indians baptifed.* by 
Mr. SERGEANT, both living and dead, was 182, . The Number 
of Scholars belonging to Mr. Woodbridge’s School was'55, about’ 
40. is the Number which attend the School at once. There are 
alfo about 12 or, 13 Englifh Families dwelling there. 

As for the School lately fet up for the Indian Children, (by which 
Dr. Ay/cough intends the Boarding-School, and not that under the 
Care of Mr. Woodbridge) | have before given an Account of Mr. 
SERGEANT’S taking 12 Indian Boys upon that Foundation, and 

at Mr. Hollis’s Coft, and committing them to the Care of Capt. 
Kellogg of Newington, for'a Year. Thofe Boys made Progrefs in 
Reading and Writing, beyond the Captain’s Expectation, and in 


o 


the general behav'd well. Some Time in the Winter Mr. Ser~ 


GEANT wrote toCapt. Kellogg, defiring him to come up to Stock- 
: bridge 


+ In Stockbridge Bounds, and in the adjacent Wildernefs, is found Plenty of that 
famous Ealt India Root, Gin Sang. In the Summer 1751, it was firft found. 
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bridge with themin vpril, theCaptain did ‘fo; and upon'examin- 
ing the Boys Mr.:Serczranr was well pleas’d with the Proorefg 
they had made’ in ‘their Learnings Mr. ‘Sexcrant now urg’d 
Mr. Kellogg to take the Care of the Boys one Year at Stockbridge, 
to which he confented : And after inftructing them a While in 
a private Houfe, he went with them into the Boarding-Schoot, 
which was now prepar’d for their Reception, tho’ far fhort of 
being finifhed. The Dimentions of this Boarding-School, which 
Mr. Serceant had ereéted, are, 38 Feet long, 36 wide: It has 
three Fire Rooms on one Floor, and two convenient Rooms be. 
fides, with a large Cellar under it. Of thefe Things Capt. Kellogg 
gave:me an Account, in a Letter; foon after Mr. SrercEant’s 
Death: .Aind this} fo far as. I-underftand it, was the State of that 
School when he died. His Defign was, this Summer, if hisLife 
had been fpar’d, to have gone with Capt. Kellogg, (who in his 
Youth was twice taken Captive by the Indians of Canada, and 
therefore had fome Acquaintance with the Mobawk’ Languabe 
and Cuftoms): into the Mobawk Country, or to the Sim: Nations 
as they are call’d, to. invité them to fend their Children, -to re- 
ceive an Education in the Boarding School; and to have opened 
the Doors of it to the Children of any of the Tribes of Indians, 
who would fend them’ there to be educated. + CEB Ok: TG 
The laft Thing that Dr. Ayfcough defir'd to be inform’d of is, 
Whether Mr. SERGEANT had any Salary or certain Appointment for 
his Labeurs or not 2 Before Mr. SkrcEAwr’s Ordination he re- 
ceived from the Commiffioners at the Rate’ of £#. 100 a Year our 
Currency. At his Ordination they fix’d his’ Salary at £. 150, 
when £.1 75. 6d. of our Paper Currency was equal to an Ounce 
of Silver. They continued it: at £. 150 for the Space of fix 
Years (as Mr. Woodbridge informs me) during which Time our 
Paper Currency was‘near the fame inValue, it having depreciated 
no more than from £..1 7s. 6d. to £. 1. gs. an Ounce: But 
continuing ftill to fink in its Value,the Commiffioners allow’d him 
£. 200, and:then £, 250, and fo it continued till the laft Year of 
his Life, when they gave him £. 3003 £.2 195. od. of our Pa- : 
per: Currencythen,” not! being more valuable than an Ounce of 2 
Silver. point 7 tag wes, AGS OF SIOTVE 2 | 
“If by thofe Additions, the finking of Money was made good 
(as Tam fenfible:he tho’t it:was.not).and his Salary was equal in 
Ww di. t Wiis , .Qhas ; Value, 
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Value, to what it was at his firft Settlement, Silver being the 
Standard : Yet, if it be confider’d with Relation to the Neceffax 
ries of Life, for which it was expended, his Salary was not half 
fo good the laft Year as it was the firft: for Wheat, when he 
fettled at Stockbridge was to be ‘had for eight Shillings a Buthel, 
and other Provifions in Proportion; but when his Salary was 
£: 300, it was not to be‘had under forty, or forty-five Shillings a 
Bufhel, and other Provifions were proportionably dear. The 
Sum itfelf confidered, every one muft be fenfible that his Salary 
was fmall, for it was but equal to £. 36 7s. 3d. our prefent 
Lawful Money, at 6s, 8d. the Ounce: andino more than £.27 
65. 2d. Sterling. And cant be tho’t, that he could fupport him- 
felf and Family with that‘Sum, efpecially feeing all the Necefia- 
ries of Life were then, and are {till, very dear in that remote Part 
_ of the Country. Had it not been for theHelps he receiv’d from 
Dr. Colman’s Hand, and from: other generous and well difpos’d 
Perfons, he could not have fubfifted at Stockbridge fo long aTime : 
And after all the Helps he had; he was, while ‘he liv’d, involv’d 
in many Difficulties, byReafon of the Scantinefs of his Support ; 
and when he died, he left hisE.ftate involv’d in a Debt of between 
7 and £. 800 New- England Currency,even tho’ he had fold fome 
of it before to anfwer' his neceflary Expences. A Friend of his, 
who was well acquainted with his Circumftances, in a Letter to 
me, written fince his Death, ufes the following Expreffions. 
‘ I fhould ‘have mentioned to you the preffing Want Mr. Ser- 
© GranT has often been in, for want of a fufficient Support in his 
‘ Jaborious Work. Had not a good Providence, in a furprifing 
¢ Manner, provided and fent fome Affiftance to him, it is not at 
¢ all probable he would have left any Thing that could have 
¢ been a Benefit to his Family. And had it not been for his 


fingular Prudence,and thofe Helps, he muft have fold moft of 


4 
© what the Government gave him * long ago.’ 

Thus I have endeavour’d to anfwer the Rev. Dr. Ay/cough’s 
Enquiries, which had Mr.:Szrcranrt liv’d to have done; he 
doubtlefs would: have perform’d: in a much better Manner, and 
mote to the Satisfaction of thofe who want to be inform’d. 

It would’be a faulty’ Omiffion, fhould I neglect to fay, thac 
when hisExcellency Governour Belcher came into hisGovernment 
of New-Ferfey; Mr. SERGEANT wrotg to him, congratulated him 

on 

* His Right of Land in Stockbridge. 


Way 
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on! that Occafion, expreft his Joy and Satisfaction that he» was 
appointed Governour of ‘his native Country, and returned him 
his moft hearty Thanks for the favourableMention his Excellency 
had made.of him in E£ngland, particularly to Dr. Ayfcough, and 
Mr. Coram. « The Governour, yet retaining his former Kindnefs 
and Friendfhip for Mr. SERGEANT, wrote, inva moft kind and 
obliging Manner, to him 5 afluring him of his Readinefs to ferve 
him, in what lay in his Power, and recommending to him the 
keeping up’a careful & dutiful Correfpondence withDr. 4)/cough 
and Mr. Ceram, Gentlemen who were both willing and able to” 
aft him, in his laudable and pious Undertaking. | 

The very great Regard Dr. Ay/cough bad for, and his Gene- 
rofity to, Mr. Serceant, I know not how better to exprefs, than 
in the Doéor’s own Words; as they are contain’d in a Pafiage 
of a Letter which he wrote to his Excellency Governour Belcher, 
dated December 9. 1748. where fpeaking of Mr. SercEanT he 
jays, ‘1 moft highly honour, and regard, that worthy Mi- 
< nifter of the Gofpel of Chrift, and'am proud to call him: Bro- ; 
© ther. How much greater is his Merit, and how much greater ' 
¢ will be his future Reward, than that of many of the mott dig- 
< nified and diftinguifhed among us ? You may be affured of my 
¢ heartieft Endeavours to promote the good Defign he is engaged 
<.jna+I am in greatHopes of being able to procure fomePenfion 
© to be fettled on him, that he may have fome little Reward 
€ 


for his indefatigable Labours, even in this Life. In the mean 
Time, I thould te glad to have the Sum of twenty Pounds ad- 
vane’d to Him; but Lam ignorant-of the Means of doing it. 
I canonly fay, that if you or he will draw upon me for that 
Sum, I fhall think myfelf bound to honour your Bill at Sight.’ 
A Bill was accordingly drawn, and the Door fent over twenty 
Pounds Sterling to Governour Belcher, who, in a Letter of May 
16, 1749, (about two Months before Mr, SERGEANT’S Death) 
snform’d him of the handfome Remittance the Rev. Dr. Ay/cough 
had made him.; and tells him, that he would pay: the Money to: 
his Order: ‘Which was accordingly done: Either/juft -before or 
a lit:le after Mr..Serceant’s Death. Wesel. 3 
I have here been the more exa¢t,and have quoted Dr. Ay/cough’s 
ownWords, that I might effectually remove 'a:-Miftake that fome 
have gone into. who have tho’t and faid that the éwenty Pounds, 
was 


} 
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was mifapply’d ; that Dr, 4/cough defign’d it for the Boarding- 


School;and not for Mr. Serceant’s ownUfe. Madam Sergeant, 
to fatisfy others, I fuppofe, rather than herfelf (for the Cafe was 
doubtlefs plain to her) defir’d Governor Belcher’s Sentiments upon 


_ that Head, which he gave her in the following Words, 


Madam, 
‘ I have deliberately confider’d the Affair you have laid be- 


¢ fore me, and this Day have had Recourfe to the Rev. Dr. 
© Ayfcough’sLetter of the gth of Dec. 1748, and am of Opinion, 
‘ that, by the Tenour of it, the ¢wenty Pounds Sterling I paid him 
‘ (i, e. Mr. Sernceant) by the faidDoctor’s Order,was a Bounty 
‘ intirely to himfelf, for an Addition to his Comfort & Support, 
© as an Evangelift to the Indians, on Houfatunnuk- River. 

_ Given under myHand at EXi/abeth-Town, in Eaft New Ferfey, 

Fune 29th 1752. F. Belcher. 


While Mr. SercEAnrT was carefully and faithfully proceeding 
in his Minifterial Labours, and with much Pains, -Induftry and 
Application, profecuting that excellent, laudable and piousDefign 
of theBoarding- School, (Burdens perhaps too heavy for his Con- 
{titution) purpofing alfo in a little Time to go into the Mobawk 
Country to invite their Children to it, he was taken ill of a Slow 
or Nervous Fever, attended with Canker, which in a few Weeks, 
‘put an End to his precious Life, (on July 27. 1749, in the 39th 
Year of his Age) and to all his generous, pious & noble Tho’ts 
in Favour of the poor Natives, to fome of whom he was, during 
his Miniftry, a great and rich Bleffing, an Inftrument in theHand 
of Chrift of turning them from Darkne/s to Light, and from the 
‘Power of Satan to God. 

Todraw Mr. SERcEANT’s Character, Iam fenfible, is a Work 
to which I am not equal: but feeing it has not been attempted 


3 by any one heretofore, | fhall endeavour to give the jufteft Re- 


‘prefentation of him I can, by thofe Helps I'am furnifhed with, 
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Of the Reverend 
Mr. Sohn Sergeant. 


#6S52HE Reverend Mr.Joun SercEantT was born at Newark, 
$8 Tse in New-Ferfey, in the Year 1710. His Father died 
Seseee when he was but a Child, after which his Mother was 
again married to Col. Jobs Cooper, a Gentleman, who 

not only prov’d atender Hufband to her, but alfo.a kind and 
generous Father to ker Children; having none of hisown. Mr. 
SERGEANT, in his Childhood, receiv’d a Wound by. a Sythe in 
the Ball.of his left Hand, near the Joint of his Wrift, which fo 
affected the Sinews and Nerves, that his Hand perifhed to that 
Degree, that it was much lefs than the other, and in greatMeafure 
ufelefs. This Accident was the Occafion of his leaving off the 
decular Bufinefs he was defign’d for, and of his betaking himfelf 
to.Learning ; in which, being a Perfon of a bright Genius, he 
made.great Progrefs: Whereupon hisFather.in Law, Cal.Coaper,, 
refolv’d to give him a liberal Education. He enter’d Yale-Callege, 
at New- Haven, in the Colony of Connetticut, September 1725, where 
the Comelinefs of his Perfon, the Sweetnefs of his Temper, the 
Decency of his Behaviour, the Agreablenefs of his Converfation, 
the Diligence with which he apply’d himfelf to,and the Progrefs 
he made in, his Studies, gain’d him the Efteem, not only of his 
Companions, but alfo of the Governours of the College. He 
proceeded Bachelor of Arts, September 1729, and commenc’d 
Mafter 1732, before which he was elected Tutor of the College, 
in which he had his Education. In that Poft he continu’d four 
Years, to the Satisfaction of thofe who repos’d in him thatTruft, 
andto the Advantage of thofe who were under his sec te 
»y 


The Character, &c, 149 


By this Time,he was determin’d for the Work of the Miniftry ; 
and tho’ he was well pleas’d with the Bufinefs he was now in, 
| and ftood as fair as any Man whatever, for a Call & Settlement 

in any, even the beft Parifh, that might become vacant ; yet he 

| prefer’d a Miffion to the Heathen : not from any Views he could 

have of Worldly Advantage from thence, but from a pious, ge- 

nerous and ardent Defire of being an Inftrument in the Hand of 

God of Good to the Jndians, who were funk below the Dignity 

_ of human Nature, and even to the loweft Degrees of Ignorance 
and Barbarity. 

There was fomething very uncommon, and which feems to 
have been from above, in the Difpofition and Inclination there 
was in him to this felf-denying Service: For before there was 
any Profpect of his being imploy’d among the Natives, his ten- 
der Mind was fo affected with the Tho’ts of their perifhing State, 
that it had been his Practice, for a long Time, to make it Daily 
an Article in his fecret Addreffes to God, that he would fend him 
to the Heathen,and make him an Inftrument in turning them from 
Darkne/s to Light. &c.. God granted him that which he requefted ; 
for which he return’d his grateful Acknowledgments to bim who 
heareth Prayer. And of thefeThings he inform’dMr.Weodbridge, 
hisFellow Labourer,at his firft going toHoufatunnuk ; but ftrictly 
injoin’d him to keep them fecret, which he accordingly did till 
fince Mr. Szrceant’s Death. ; 

He.was a Perfon to whom Nature prov’d lavifh of her: beft 
Gifts; or, in Words more agreable to the Chriftian Scheme, 
God gracioufly beftow’d upon him excellent Endowments, both 
of Body and Mind. In Stature he was fmall;.yet, of a very 
exact and comely Proportion, except his Hand beforementioned ; 
his Hair dark ; his Eyes black and lively : He was ruddy, and 
withal of a beautiful Countenance, and goodly to look ta. * We was 
favour’d with a firm, healthy and good Conftitution, and there- 
fore pafs’d, with the greater Eafe, thro’ the many Difficulties 
and Hardthips that attended him in the Courfe of his Miffon. 
He was of a moft fweet, kind and benevolent natural Temper ; 
without the leaft Conftitutional Turn towards Gloominefs, Me- 
lancholy, or Jealoufy.: His Converfation open, free, courteous, 
pleafant and very attractive , fo that all, who had the Happinefs 
to enjoy it, were pleas’d and sgeleghtod by it, The Powers fe 
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his Mind were bright and ftrong ; whence he was able to ufe 
clofeA pplication,and with Eafe made greatProgrefs in Learning : 
‘Few of his Years exceeded him. 

His natural Accomplifhments were polifhed, enlarg’d,and im- 


prov’d by a liberalEducation ; and rendered him defireable and - 


amiable to all, and very ufeful in his Day. 

True and undiffembled Piety gaveLuftre andBeauty to all his 
other Endowments, both natural and acquir’d ; and prepar’d him 
to be eminently ferviceable in the Station-God affign’d him. In 
his tender Years he was of a very innocent Turn of Mind, and 
of a blamelefs Behaviour; free from thofeVanities & Vices which 
young People too often indulge to, and careful to follow the 
Ways of Virtue: » Which might have inclin’d one to think, that 
he was the Subject of the Grace of God fromthe Womb. But, in 
his riper Years, while he was at College, he was under thofe In- 
fluences from above, which he apprehended wrought a /aving 
Change in him, and form’d him to the divine Life.» And what 
better Evidence could he have, that he was not miftaken, thaa 
what was confequent .upon this Change, viz. a Temper & Con- 


verfation becoming the Gofpel of Chrift, adorning the Chriftian: 


Profeffion he then made? Of this Change, wrought by the Spiric 
of God upon his Heart, he very modeftly and privately fpake to 
fome of his intimateFriends,from whom I have my Information : 
But I find not that he left one Word in all his Writings, refpecting 
his religious Experience, Devotion, &c. except one Paflage ina 
Letter he wrote toa Friend, by whom he feems to have bien 
compel’d to boaft bimfelf a little, as the Apojtle of the Gentiles was 
before him. ‘The Paffage is this— ‘ With Refpect to my own 
© Chriftian Experience, I believe, I could give you that Account 
< which would fatisfy you, in your own Way of thinking ; tho” 
< *tis now fo long fince I pafs’d thro’ that Scene of Conviction, 
« Humiliation, and, what I fuppos’d wasConverfion, that a great 
¢ many Particulars are now efcaped from my Memory.’—Some, 
perhaps, may blame Mr. Sercgant, that he did not commit to 
Writing thofe Things which paft over him at fuch a Seafon, 
that he might have review’d them for his ownCompfort, and lefe 
them behind him for the Benefit of others. It was owing to his 
very great Modefty and Humility, and to his Care not to do 
any Thing, that might be thought to favour of Oftentation. in 

Religion 


of Morning & Evening Devotions ; on which Occafions he read, 
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Religion’ (which. isa Thing very hurtful to its Intereft) that he 
kept thofe Things to himfelf.. And whether he did not, by that 
Modefty, Humility & Guard againft Oftentation, give a clearer 
Evidence of the Truth of Religion in himfelf, and difcover a 
greater Concern for the Honour and Intereft of Religion in gene- 
ral, than he could have done,by Writing his own Life, publifhing 
his own Experiences, and proclaiming his ownGoodnels, | leave 
others to. determine ? His Life alfo fo abounded in the Fruits of 
Righteoufnefs, and was fo conform’d to the Gofpel of Chrift, 
that we have abundant Reafon to conclude the Tree was good, 
becaufe the Fruit was fo. 

He was very conftant and frequent in the Devotions of the 
Clofet, pouring out his Soul toGod in ferventAddrefles of Prayer, 
Praife, &c ; which he found to be not iz vain : for, as he himielf 
tho’r, God gracioufly granted him frequent Anfwers of Prayer. 

He was a devout Worthiper of God in his Family, fail’d nor 


with great Serioufnefs and Solemaity of Spirit, a Portion of the 
holy Scriptures, generally making ufeful Obfervations for the 
Benefit of his Family. He always read the New Teftament out 
of the original Greek, with which he was well acquainted. With 
creat Solemnity and Reverence he approach’d the Throne of 
Grace, and offer’d his devout Addreffes to God, in the Name of 
Jefus Chrift, the Mediator ; thro’ whofeMerits, and. Mediation 
only, he hop’d for, and expected, the Acceptance of his Prayers, 
and of his Perfon. There were Inftances of his Voice failing, 
and of his being oblig’d to make a Paufe in Family Prayer; the 
Occafion of which was, a lively Senfe & overbearing Apprehen- 
fion of the glorious Perfections & incomprehenfible Excellencies 
of the divine Being, as he inform’d one who enquir’d into the 
Reafon of thofe Interruptions. 

He lov’d. the Houfe of God and his publick Worfhip, greatly 
rejoic’'d at the Return of holy Sabbaths, enjoy’d much Com- 
munion with God in his Houfe, but in no Part of divine Worfhip 
fo much as in the Communion of the Supper : in which he had fuch 
evident Communications of divine Love, fuch Affurance of the 
compleat Satisfaction of Chrift, of the Sufficiency of his Atone- 
ment, and of the Prevalency of his Interceffion at the righthand 
of God, as almoft tranfported him. Thefe Emotions were what 
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attended him in his younger Years, and were not very frequent : 
But as he advanc’d in Years, and in Grace, he prefer’d the Satis- 
faction which proceeds from the calm, rational Exercife of praéti- 
cal Piety and Devotion, to thofe Emotions of the Mind. Thefe 
Things he never openly {pake of, nor would they ever have been 
known, had not his moft intimateFriends, to whom he privately 
fpake of them, made them known, after his Death. Thus he 
walked with God in devout Exercifes of a publick, private; and 
fecret Nature, and enjoy’d much Delight and Satisfa€tion in fo 
doing. 

He was of a moft tender Confcience ; endeavour’d to keep at 
the greateft Diftance from every Thing that favour’d of Impiety, 
that caft Contempt upon the Authority of God, or that brought 
Reproach upon Religion; and us’d his beft Endeavours to keep 
a Confcience void of Offence, towards.God and towards Men. 
~ He hada very great Love to, and the higheft Veneration for, — 
the facred Oracles of God ; efteem’d them infinitely preferable to 
theTreafures of the World, and incomparably more valuable than 
the beft human Compofures: and the Study of them was his 
great Delight. He view’d,with Aftonifhment and Surprize, the 
glorious Methods of divine Love and Grace in the Salvation of 
Sinners by Fe/us Chrift, as difcover’d in theBisie, that pureSource 
of Light. And while he form’d his own Sentiments by the pure 
Oracles of God, and followed the Way of Truth, according to the 
beft Judgment he could make, he was of a moft benevolent and 
charitable Spirit towards thofe who differ’d from him. He lov’d 
Chriftians of all Denominations,who gave Evidence of their Love 
to Chriff, much lamented the Diftance, Alienation, and Bitter- 
nefs, that appear amongChriftians of different Sentiments in leffer 
Matters, and long’d to fee them united in Love and Peace. 

His Catholick Temper recommended him to the Efteém of 
many ; to Governour Belcher’s in particular ; who,in a Confola- 
tory Letter, written to Mrs. Sergeant after his Death, has this 
Paffage. | 

‘ Mr. SercEant being now made free amone the Dead, it 
© can be no Flattery to fay, he was a Gentleman of tincomimon 
© Piety and Learning, and of great Generofity and true Com- 
* paffion to the Souls and Bodies of Men : and more efpecially 
“ to that poor bemghtedPeople, God had committed to hisCare; 
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¢ and who before were perifhing for. lack of Knowledge. God 

¢ had,. ina peculiar Manner, adapted and. adorned Mr. Szr~ 

| ¢ Grant with many fuitable Graces for moving in fo difficult a 
© Sphere in the Church of God here, and for advancing the 

| ¢ Kingdom & Intereft of the Redeemer. . His many focial Vir- 

¢ tues, and particularly his Catholick Way of Thinking for the 

© better promoting of Chriftianity, juftly and highly merited my 

« Efteem, and I had-great Pleafure in his .Acquaintance from 

* firft to laft.’ 

He was full of benevolent, kind and generous Sentiments to- 
wards all Mankind, which.difpos’d him to do Good to all as he 
had Opportunity. He was a Friend to every Body, with’d well 
to all, and lov’d to:think the beft of all Perfons, and of all Par- 
ties of Men, His noble and generous Mind: difdain’d a low, 
mean, unworthy Action ; and he always treated others, of all 
Conditions, with great Propriety.. Strict and exact Juftice he 
made his Rule, in his Dealings with all Perfons : yet rather than 
eaufe Contention, by infifting upon his own Right, he chofe to 
foregoe it. Ite was compafflionate and tender-hearted to the 
Afflicted 5 was liberal and bountiful to the Poor : and devi/ed 
liberal Things, both for their temporal and eternal Good. He 
fuffer’d not an hard, envious or ill-natur’d Word to proceed out 
of his, Mouth ; nor did he treat anyone, whether prefent.or ab- 
fent, with Infolence.or Contempt... He; was.careful to /peak Evil 
of no MMan.:;.And when he was injurioufly treated, and, as he 
feared,| malicioufly afperfed, by others, it. did not raife in him 
Heat.and Refentment ; but ratherPity and Compafiion to thofe 
whows’d him ill. ;, He often :faid,he could freely forgive, as he 
expected to be forgiveniof God ; could heartily pray for thofe 
| who had been:abufive & injurious to.him :, and he earneftly re- 
commended to-others the Duty, of praying for Enemies, as an 
happy Expedient to promote a Spirit of Love, Kindnefs & For- 

givenels towards them. 

He,had.a moft happyCommand of his Paffions, and main- 
tain’da\conftant Calmnefs & Sweetnefs of Temper : Was never 
melancholy; yet always ferious ; Neyer fill’d with Mirth; yet 
always chearful bright and active: And. feem’d always to have 
the quiet Pofleffien of himfelf. . 
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I know not to whom the Character of Nathanael may, ‘with 
more Juftice, be apply’d than to him, Bebold an I/raelite indeed in 
<whom is no Guile. ‘He was very diftant from a crafty, defigning 
guileful Spirit ; and admir’d by thofe who were moft acquainted 
with him, on the Account of his fingular Integrity, Sincerity and 
_ Uprightnefs. i 
“He ‘carefully ‘and’ induftrioufly improved his’ Time, and 
could ‘not (as he was wont to fay) look Sack upon an Hour 
-—doft, without Uneafinefs and Guilt. It was his Manner to rife 
early, and, as foon as the Devotions of the Morning were over, 
he apply’d himfelf to Study 5 in which, being favour’d with a 
firm Conftitution, he was able to bear great Intenfenefs and Ap- 
‘plication. The Time he found needful for the relaxing of his 
Mind, & for bodilyExercife,(both which were neceflary to him)he 
fpent in aManner which might beft conduce to his own Health ; 
theBenefit of hisFamily ; or the Service of thofe who eto on 
his Care: wifely and prudently endeavouring, that the Hours in 
which he refrefh’d ‘his labouring Mina might be imploy’d’ to 
fome good and laudable Purpofe : gathering up the Fragments of 
his Time, that none of it might be /off. He was indeed an un- 
common Inftance of Labour and Induftry ; and by clofe Appli- 
cation he brought to pafs a great Deal ina little Time ; as all 
“would be ready to grant, could they be made fenfible how much 
he did-in the fewYears’ he fpent with the Indians ; which I fhall 
endéavour to fhow; tho’it will be but ina ‘faint and imperfect 
Manner, in the following Particulars. . | Pid 
1. Heéfoon became fenfible, that the Method ‘he was at firft 
oblig’d to ufe of inftruéting the Zndians by an Interpreter, would 
not anfwer his End®; for it’was not only-a very flow, but alfo a 
very uncertain, Way of communicating to them’ Things of ‘the 
greateft Importance. He himfelf was not-able°to know what 
was delivered to:them by the Interpreter, and had Reafon 'to fear 
that theTruths, which he endeavour’d to cOmmiunicate,were not 
well convey’d to theirMinds* | forthe beft Interpreters that could 
“then be had, did’not well tnderftand the Principles of Religion, 
nor the Englifh Terms in which Mr. Serceant’ deliver’d' them, 
He therefore tho’t’it abfolutely ‘neceffary, that he fhould’ learn 
the Indian Language, that he might’ be. more certain what’ was 


deliver’d to them, and make better Progrefs in teaching of them. — 


He 
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He therefore entered upon the new and difficult Study of their 
Tongue, and profecuted it with utmoft Application. He found 
it, upon Trial,extreamly difficult to learn, being entirely different 
from any Language he was acquainted with; and often exprefs’d 
his Fears, that he fhould never be able to make himfelf Matter 
of it... He alfo tho’t it a more dificult. Tafk than it would have 
been to gain the Knowledge of all the learned Languages taught 
in the Schools. _ However,in fomething lefs than three Years, he 
gain’d fo much Knowledge in it, as to be able-to pray with 
the Jndians in their own Tongue, and to preach to them in. the 
fame, by the Affiltance of an Interpreter ; who aided:him in the 
Tranflation of his Sermons. And, in about two Years more, by 
conftant Ufe,he obtain’d an exact Pronunciation of their Tongue, 
tho’ very hard to gain: fo that the Indians were wont to fay, 
Our Minifier [peaks our Language better than we ourfelves can do. 
When Mr. Serceanr had, by a vait Deal of Labour,made him- 
felf Mafter of this range Language, he found it to be.a.dry, bar- 
ren and imperfect Dialect, and by no Means fufficient. to convey 
to his Hearers the Knowledge of divine Things : for the Indians 
being utter Strangers to Religion, their Language wantedTerms 
expreffive of divers Things ; he was oblig’d therefore to fupply. 
that Defect by introducing Englifh Words, fuch as Jefus, Chrift 
&c. which, inTime, by frequent Ufe,the indians well underftood. 
By this Help he fo perfected their defective Language,as to ren- 
der it tolerably fufficient for his Purpofe. 

2. His Minifterial Labours were extreamly hard, more than 
double to thofe of other Minifters, in ordinary,Cafes. He was 
oblig’d to compofe four Sermons every Week,two for theLzgli/h, 
and two for the Jndians; his Congregation confifting of: both. 
Thofe he prepar’d for the Indians, he firft wrote at large in Eng- 
Jifh, and then tranflated them into the Indian Tongue, as he alfo 
did a Portion of Scripture to be read to the Indians on the Sab- 
bath ; and notwithftanding he had fo many Sermons to. make, 
they were well ftudied excellent Difcourfes, fhewing that he was 
a Workman that needed not to be afbamed. 

He had a moft laborious Tafk to perform every Lord’s-Day. 
Fis, Manner was to begin the publick Exercife in the Morning, 
with a fhort pathetic Prayer for a Bleffing on the Ward, in both 
Languages, ‘Then he read a Portion of Scripture, withexplana- 
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tory Notes and Obfervations, on fuch Paffages as feem’d moft to 
need them, in both. All his publickPrayers & the Communion 
Service were in both Languages 5 and it was his fteady Praétice 
to preach four Sermons every Lord’s- Day, two to the Eagii/h and 
two to the /ndians ; except in the fhort Days and cold Seafon of 
the Winter he preach’d but three, one to the Engii/fb and two to 
the Jndians. And befides all this, it was his conftant Cuftom,in 
the Summer Seafon, to fpend about an Hour with the Jndzans, 
after divine Service was over in the Afternoon ; inftructing, ex- 
horting, warning and cautioning of them in a free, familiar and 
pathetic Manner, in theirown Tongue. The Indian Language 
abounding in Gutturals renders the Pronunciation of it a moft 
Jaborious Exercife to the Lungs : that therefore, with his other 
Exercifes, fo exhaufted Mr. Serceanr’s Spirits and Strength, 
that he was fcarcely able to fpeak when they were over. 

3. The Tranflation, which, with much Care and Exactnefs, 
Mr. Serceant made in his Courfe of Reading the Scriptures to 
the Indians, fingly confider’d, coft him a vaft Deal of Labour + 
for, endeavouring to lead them into the Knowledge of the Way, 
of Salvation by Chrift, to which they were utter Strangers, He,. 
in his Courfe of reading the Scriptures to them, tranflated chofe: 
Parts of the old Teftament, which appear’d moft needful for thae 
End, viz. The Account of the Creation, of the Fall of our firft 
Parents, of God’s calling Abraham, of his Dealings with the. Pa- 
triarchs and the Children of J/rael, of the Prophefies concerning 
the Coming of Chrift, &c. the four Evangelifts, the Acts of the 
Apoftles and all theEpiftles, he alfo tranflated. A Performance 
which mult of Neceffity coft him much Time and Pains. 

4. In his publick Difcourfes likewife to the Englifh of his 
‘Auditory, he went thro’ all the Epiftles, with a labour’d and 
learned Paraphrafe, critical Notes, and ufeful Obfervations : ‘not 
by the Help of Expofitors, but by a careful Examination of the 
Original Greek, endeavouring from thence to gain the true Senfe 
and Meaning of the Authors of thofeEpiftles. Mr. Woodbridge 
has given me fome of his Sentiments upon Mr. SERGEANT’S 
publick Performances in the following Words. * I'think ita 
« creat Pity (fays he) that fuch learned and well-compofed Dif- 
* courfes fhould be of no further Influence and Benefit than they 
* are liké’to prove, by being delivered toa few People from ae 
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¢ Defk.. ‘There are a Number of his Sermons very worthy of 

the Prefs, a Collection of which would, perhaps, be as profi- 
table as any Difcourfes of fuch a Nature that are extant: they 
being correct,and written in a decent, yet familiar Stile. There 
appears in them not only his unfhaken Belief of the Truths of 
the Gofpel, but alfo his good Judgment & Talent of convey = 
ing to others, the Importance and Beauty of Religion. They 
fhew him to be an accurateReafoner, by the Conclufions drawn 
from the Propofitions of his Sermons, and theForce there is in 
them to convince every Hearer, of the Truth. His laboured 
and learned Paraphrafes, & critical Notes on theEpiftles,would 
(I think) ferve equal to, if not beyond any Thing that. has ap- 
peard’d of that Kind, to lead us into the Knowledge of the De- 
fign and Meaning of the Authors. He wrote hisComments 
with a fingle View to difcover the true Spirit & genuine Senfe 
of thofe epiftolary Writings. — There are two Reafons which 
incline me to with they. may be made publick ; the fir(t is the 
Apprehenfion I have of their being really ferviceable to Man- 
kind: the other is,that it might appear whether he was rightly, 
or groundlefsly, fufpected of holdingThings contrary to found 
Doctrine.’ He alfo fays concerning his Sermons in general.— 
HisPeople were not entertain’d with unconnected & undigefted 
Matter, but with excellent Difcourfes.?— Such Productions, 
every one will grant, muft of neceffity be the Effect of much 

Labour and Study. 

It is very true, Mr, SenGEANT was no Bigot, but of a moft 
generous & catholick Temper. Bigottry was what he had a great 
Averfion to; and he was far from the-rigged and narrow Spiric 
thofe are of, who confine Salvation to: themfelves,with thofe who 
‘think juft as they do. It is a Queftion with me, whether his 
natural Temper was capable of {uch Severity : to be fure, as ic 
_was cultivated and improv’d by Grace,he was at a greatDiftance 
from it... He tho’t himfelf very ill-treated and much abus’d by 
thofe who reprefented. him as being unfound in his Pri 
and fo did thofe who were beft acquainted with him. 

But to return. 

5.. We mutt add to all his foregoing Labours, the daily and 
conftantA pplication he was oblig’d to ufe with the Indians 3 who, 
being very ignorant, very unftable in theirVirtue, and very much 
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expos’d to Temptations, wanted Guarding on every Side, which 
he fail’d not of doing. | 

6. The Truft,which the Rev. Mr. J/aac Hollis repos’d in him, 
added ftill more to Mr. Serceant’s Labour and Care ; for it 
fell upon him to find the twelve Boys, whom Mr. Hollis gene- 
roufly offer’d to fupport, and to perfuade them and their Parents 
fo,accept the generous Offer.» The Care alfo of providing a 
Matter to inftruct them,and of Victualling & Cloathing of them, 
Jay wholly upon him. Jn this Truft he prov’d a faithful Steward 
of Mr. Hollis’s Money ; and as he had the whole Care of laying 
of it out, fo he gave him.an Account. how every Penny was ex- 
pended, refufing to take any Reward for hisLabour & Trouble ; 
tho’ it was offer’d and urg’d by Mr. Hollis. 

7. By the foregoing Hiftory it alfo appears, that the Impor- 
tantAffair of the Boarding-School,which lay very near hisHeart, 
imploy’d much of his Time and Tho’ts ; and was no fmall Ad- 
dition to his Labour ; efpecially in fome of the laft Years of his 
Life. | 

8, To all thefe wesmuft add, the unavoidable Cares and Con- 
cerns of private Life, which were much increas’d by the Scanti- 
nefs of his Support ; which yet he conducted with fingular Wif- 
dom, Prudence and Frugality. 

View Mr. Serceanr in this Light ; confider him profecuting 
fuch a Variety of Bufinefs, and performing all in the Manner 
above defcrib’d, and muft we not grant that he was a furprifine 
Inftance of Labour, Induftry and Faithfulnefs, in that great and 
good Work: to which he-was call’d-? : 

Could I reprefent Mr. Sercranr in a true and juft Light, 
under the Self-denials, Hardfhips, Troubles & Difficulties, which 
attended him in the Courfe of his Miffion, it would appear, not 
only that he paft thro’ many and great Trials, but alfo that he 
bear them all with a Fortitude and Calmnefs of Mind, becoming 
theChriftian and the Minifter of Chrift ; tho’, at Times, Things 
appear’d with fuch a dark Afpect, that he was almoft overborne 
with Griefs and Difcouragements. : : 

Every one mutt be fenfible, that,to one of fo delicate a Make, 
it muft be difficult and felf-denying, to leave the College, that 
Seat of Learning, and other Delights, to dwell in'a Wildernefs : 
To change the polite Society he had been us’d to, for the Con- 
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verfation of a Number of Savages, the loweft of human Kind’: 
To forégo the Delicacies of Life, for the bare Neceffaries of it~ 
But thefe were but light Things to him, compar’d with many 
other Troubles he met with. a 

The ill Condu& of the Datch Traders, who us’d many Arts 
and Devices to ‘diffuade the Indians from hearkening to him ;' the 
unreafonable Jealoufies of the Indians, who fufpected fome evil 
Defign againft them, in almoft every Thing that was projected 
for their Good, gave him unfpeakable Trouble and Grief : and 
a vat Deal of Pains he’ was at,'to’ prevent the Evils, ‘which thofe 
Things tended to. But that which gave him ftill greater Trou- 
ble was, the frequent and unhappyRelapies of fome of the Indians, 
to their former Vices and ill ‘Cuftoms, after he ‘had’ conceived 
Hopes of their being truly reformed. Some, of whom hisHopes _ 
were rais’d,fell again intoDrunkenhnefs; ‘yea, ‘theLieutenant him- 
felf, who’ appear’d fo zealous again{t that’ Vice, and feem’d ‘to be 
firmly fix’d in the Ways of Religion, conducted bimifelf in avery 
diforderly Manner, for a Year or two' together, ‘being frequently 
intoxicatéd, and very troublefome: But”he’ ‘was‘atterwards re- 
cover’d from his Apoftacy ; cdnfefs*d his Wickedhefs ; was. re- 
ftor’d to Charity ; and walked orderly, to the Day of his Death, 
which was Auguff' 10. 1751 When Things tooked’Wwith ‘a-fa- 
vourableAfpect, and the Indians appear’u to be ferioufly engao’d 
in the Ways of Piety and Vertue, it gave him the higheft Plea- 
fure andSatisfaction ; but (to ufe his own E-xpreffion) * Nothing 
* fo affected him with Grief and Sorrow, his own Sins excepted, 
“as the diforderly and wicked Behaviour of thofe to whom he 
*- miniftred.” HisConcern on thatAccount is not to be expreffed : 
many Days he fpent in Fafting and Prayer, and Sleep departed 
from his Eyes, his tender Heart was almoft broken, and he forgot 
to eat his Bread; and his Eyes poured out Tears untoGod. But 
tho’ he was fo tenderly affected, and concerned for them, yet this 
was what he did not much difcover to the World ; he was alfo 
very far from a repining difcontented Spirit in the Cafe; was 
calm, fubmiffive and refign’d to the Will of God: not forgeting 
that Expreflion of his Lord and Mafter.— Even fo Father, for fo 
it feem’d good in thy Sight. 

As he, in fome Meafure, had theTrials of Mo/es in bearing the 
Camber, Burden & Strife of hisPeople,fo he was in a good are 
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poffeft of the fame excellent Spirit that was-upon him... Thefe 
are.but a Specimen.of the Troubles he met with ; many-others, 
too many to be here fpoken of, he paft thro’, during his Mifiion. 


If we confider Mr. SERGEANT in.a selataue Capacity, he be- 


hav’d excellently well in;every: Relation he fuftain’d., From a 
Principle of Confcience he -was very careful to render, to.all their 
Due,. Fear to. whom Fear, Honour 10 whom Honour &c-; ; and. his 
benevolent and truly Chriftian Temper difpos’d him to do,good to 
all. as he bad Opportunity... He was an able, painful, faithful Mi- 
- nifter among the People, to, whom. he te in the Relation of a 
Paftor. He. was, a moft tender, kind and obliging Hufband to 
3 Spoufes, who. well underftood how, to receive “fuch Treatment, 
and to. make anfwerable Returns: and while divine Providence 
continued them. in, that haypy and honourable Relation, they 
were a fhining Example. of..all. .that;is, lovely. and) beautiful ina 
married, State. - He »was.. alfo a compaffionate, affectionate and 


loving Fe ather. to his dear Children : unwearied in hisEndeavours : 


to. inftill 3 into their tender Minds a proper Sen{fe.of their Obliga- 
tions to.Gad ; that they might religioufly remember their Cre- 
ator in the Days of their Youth. As became a Bifbop, he rul’d 
well bis. own Houfe, having his Children in Subjeétion with all Gra- 
wity: And like David, he walked within his. Houfe with a perfect 
Heart. 

The laft Week in Fune 1749, he was taken with a Nervous 
Fever, attended with a Canker and an Inflamation in hisThroat : 
brought upon him, as fome thought, by exceffive Care, Fatigue 
and ‘A pplication to: Bufinefs ; more.than he was able. to bear. 
He calmly, and without any apparent Concern, {pake of this as 
his laft Sicknefs ; and put fome Things in Order, apprehending 
it to. be fo. _He was able however to “keep about, and preach’d 
on the following Sabbath, which was the firft in uly, In this his 
laftSermon to aN pardon lec them know,‘ that for fomeTime 
paft he had been apprehenfive that: fome heavy Judgment hung 
over them, becaufe of. their W ickednefs That he fear’d that 
fome of them grew worfe 8 worfe notwithftanding all that God 
had done for them, and notwithftanding the Pains he himfelf had 
taken with them for their Good: And that there were.many 
ee in which-God-could, and, often did, teftify. his Difpleafure 

againft a finful People: and added, it may be God will take me 

from 
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from you; and then *myMouth willbe fhut, and:I fhall fpeak ‘ta 

you-no’ more.” After'this ‘his IMnefs increas’d-:uponvhim, and foon 

confin’d*him to his‘ Houfe and to his Bed. And tho? chis Sick- 

nefs was very hard ‘upon him, and he endur’d much Pain ‘and 
| Diftrefs for about twenty Days together, in all which Time he 
had but very little Sleep ; yet hisHead was free from any Diforder, 
and even from Pain : and ‘he|fpake of/it to his Wife, with Thank- 
fulnefs, that God*had anfwered his Prayers,:even to-his Defire ; 
in continuing tov-himy the free’ Exercife of his rational Powers; 
in favouring him’with clear Evidences of shis good Eftate sin 
eranting him Ability to {peak freely: to: thofe who were about 
him ; and in enabling him clearly to-diicern the great and inex- 
prefible Satisfaction arifing from Jivingdevoted to God, and fins 
cerely ftriving to be faithful to the Death: 

He carefully improv’dethe Opportunities he had: in counifeling 
and charging thofe who were about him; and: earnefily recom- 
mended to them the early Choice’and diligent Purfuit: of the 
Ways of Wifdom, as being full of Pleafureand Peace; both: in 
Life and:Death,.to thofe who:follow them.’ .» 

The Indians, hb from firft to laft had ‘asgreat Meneraticn and 
hearty Affection for him, as their Father arid beft Friend, were 
oreatly concern’d for, and frequently vifited him in, his Sicknefs : 
upon whom heenforced the Inftructions, Counfels, Warnings 
and Admonitions he had given them, ‘in: the ftrongeft Manner, 
charging them carefully to follow the Ways of ‘Vertue and Reli- 
gion, as they would meet him atlaft in Peace. | They were very 
defirous that his precious Life might be fpar’d, and of their own 
Accord all affembled at the Meeting- Houle, whtre they earneftly 
pray’d thatGod would continue him to be {till a Bleffing'to them. 
And when his Death put‘an End to their Hopes, they \ wereivery 
hearty Mourners. :: andNumbers difcover’d their Affection for him 
by Tears, whenever they came to the: Houfe, for a long Time 
after his Death. 

He bear with great Patience the Diftrefs that was upon him, 
thro’ the whole of :his Sickneis, praying and endeavouring that 
Patience might bave its perfec? Workin him. 

. His Spoutey: whomaintain’d: Hopes:of\shis Recovery, till ‘the 

Jaft Day of his Life, being then fenfible that he:drew near:his 

End, enquir’d of him, Whether he had no earneft Defires to live : 
7 Ad iw m hs! An 
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And whether! He faw any Gloom, on the’Horrors: of the Grave ? 

To which he reply’d)to this:Punpofe. ‘If it:be the Wall of God 

that I fhould live to do»fome.fingular, Service fore him in the 
Worldj:'1 could: with to be continued to my Family:;, otherwife 

Lam willing to die s Death is no Surprizeto:me.  lblefs.God 

T may and can truft him.in whom J Lave believed, and long ago 
plae’d my everlaftingDependance upon... My Acquaintance with ». | 
the blefied: World, to. which I hoped:am now, haftening, thro’:the 
Mercy of Godin Chrift, is notenow-to commence,’ At the fame 
Time;hé was.full ofa humbling Senfe of his ownUnworthinefs : 
for, when One that:ftood by obferv’d:to him, that his Work-was 
well: done, he reply’d,»$ I.can callemydfelf a. moft:unprofitable Ser- 
vant pand fay, «God ibe: merciful to-me\ a: Sinnereo see >< 

He took his Leave ofihis ‘beloved Wife and dear:Children:in 
an éfidearing and! defireable Manner-; :and after faying a confide- 
rable Deal, by Way. of Counfel and Advice, he in a tender Man- 
ner defir’d his dear Spoufe, patiently and quietly to fubmit to the 
parting Stroke ;)to.go on with 'good;Courage in ithe Way. of 
Duty ; and added, ‘ Je willbe bua little While before we fhall 
meet to part-nd »more.’ 

Laft of all,/he devoutly recommended his departing Soul to 
Chrift, the glorious Redeemer ; and, after a few faint Groans, 
refted from, his Ladours, and his Works do follow him, 
~ This folemn, awful and laft Scene of Life, Mr. SERGEANT, to 
Appearance, paft thro’, with as much Calmnefs, Sedatenefs and 
Compofure of Mind; as he’ éver-enjoy’d-in:his Life ; and with a 
ferene and pleafant Countenance; «which (as the laft A¢t) Death 
changed and fent bim away. The weeping Spectators of thefe 
Things beheld them with Admiration, and acknowledged they 
had-not betore feen the like :»And!one:of them obferv’d, that ic 
was worth While to. die, ifvit. might bein fuch.a Manner. 
> He left behind him aimoft difconfolate and forrowful Widow, 
with three fmall Children, the eldeft about 8 or 9 Years old, and 
the youngeft upon the Breaft, on:whom the:Countenance of his 
Father is drawn to the Lifes God grant they may all inherit 
his Excellencies and Vertues. , 

Bléffed-is:that-Servantyawbom bis Lord:when he cometh fhall find 
fo doing. Matth: 24.46. | | 

And if be foall come in the fecond Watch, or come in the third 
Watch, and find them fo, Bleffed are thofe Servants. Luk. 12, 38. 
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[had Tho’ts of continuing this Hiftorical Account of. the 

Affairs of Stockbridge, relating to the Indians, down to the prefent 

| Time; and to have given an Account of Mr. Hollis’s increafing 
the Boys to be maintain’d and educated at his Exxpence, to the 

| Number of 36, allowing for each Boy £.5 Sterling per Annum: 
| of what the General Affemblies of this Province, and of Connec- 
ticut, have done to encourage the Mobawks,to fend theirChildren 

to be educated at Stockbridge ; a confiderable Number of them 
being already come thither for that End : of what Capt. Coram 

did in England before his Death, to promote a Female Boarding- 
School at Stockbridge,and what the honourable Society in London 

have done with Refpect to it fince: of the Rey. Mr. Edwards’s 
fucceeding Mr. SercEanr in the Miniftry, as a Miffionary to 

the Indians, &c. &c. &c: But as I have not, fo perhaps it is not 
poflible at prefent to obtain, proper and neceiiary Materials for 

that Purpofe. I fhall not therefore attempt it. But I hope the 
Gentlemen who have the Condué of thofeA fairs, and are under 
Advantages for it, will carefully colleé& and preferve proper Ma- 
terials for it, and that fome Body will, in Time to come, eive the 
World a faithful Hiftory of the Succefs of thofe important Things 
which are now carrying on, for the Good of the poor Natives. 

For I cannot but hope, that the Foundation Mr.Serceant laid, 

will, by the Bleffing of God, proceed to fomething very confi- 
derable, and worthy of a Place in futureHiftory : and that he to 

| whom the Heathen are given for his Inheritance, and ihe utmoft 


Parts of the Earth for his Poffeffion, will fay concerning it, 
Defiroy it not, for a Bleffing is in it, * 


* Itai. 65. 8. 
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§2SS8B Shall now conclude by endeavouring to reprefent,to the 
#@ 1 $8 People in this Country, the very great Importance of 
S2gese treating the Indians, who live among us, and upon our 

Borders, in a juft, kind and charitable Manner; and 
that we do, by all proper Means and Methods, endeavour to at-. 
tach them to us, and to the Briti/h Intereft. This, I apprehend, 
is, a Subject that has been too much neglected, and that greatly 
wants to be fet in a clear and juft Light. And I fincerely with, 
that fome Gentleman of greater Abilities and Addrefs than 
IL can pretend to, would take it in Hand: Tho’, if my 
weak E:ndeavours may be a Means of moving others to doJuftice 
to. a Subject. of fuch Weight, I fhall heartily rejoice in, it. 

That I, may- offer what I have to fay, in the cleareft and, moft 
concife Manner I can, } thall go into the following Method. 

Firft, 1 fhall endeavour to fhew, that it is of valt Importance 
to. the Briiifo Prowinces and Colonies in America, efpecially to the 
Provinces of, the Maffachufetts, New-York, and New-Hamp/bire, 
that they be in good Terms with the Jmdfans, and attach them 
to their Intereft. And, 

Secondly, 1 fhall endeavour to fhow, by what Means, this may 
be effected : or what are the moft likely Methods. to. bring it to 
pafs. 
~ x, Tam to fhow, that it is af vaft Importance, that we be in 
good Terms with the Nasives; and that we ingace them in our 
Intereft. I freely grant, that the Judians, fimply confider’d, are 
not of fuch great Confequence to us. Wecan fubfift without 
them. But yet, their Trade is a confiderable Article, worthy the 
Care of any politick People, and managed as it might, and eught 
to!be, would yield us great Profit.. But if we confider them with 
Relation to Peace and War, as attach’d to us, or to our Enemies, 
they are of the laft Importance to us : for they certainly have the 
Balance of Power in their Hand, and are able to turm it for or 
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avainft us, according as they ftand affected to us. Canada, fa- 
confiderable as it is, and from which, feperate frorn the Tadrans, 
we havé little of nothing to fear, in Time of War ; Canada, I 
fay, would be more than a Match for us, in Cafe they yoin: with 
them againft us. He muft be a great Stranger to, and very i8- 
norant of, the Circumftances both of the Eaglih and Indians;whe 
is not fenfible of this. Our Circumftances are fuch, chat we can- 
pot guard ourfelves againft the Incurfions of fuch Enemies in 
Time of War: for our Frontiers are of vaft extent, and border 
upon the adjacent Wildernefs ; which, tho’ almoft inacceffible te 
us, yet is the veryElement in which they delight tolive. They 
areatHome in it. The People therefore who inhabit our Fron- 
tiers, while they follow their neceffary Bufinefs,are expos’d to be 
an eafy Prey to them: and many of them have been furpriz’d 
in their Fields and Houfes, and in a moft barbarous Manner put 
to Death. A fmall Number of Indians, encouraged & fupported 
by the French (which they are ready enough to do) can eafily 
keep us in a conftant Alarm, put usto aa immenfe Charge, de- 
{troy many, and impoverifh more, in our expos’d Places,and nor 
put themfelves at all out of their Way; yea, find their Account 
in it: for as they live byHunting, fo whereGame is moft plenty 
they are beft off: And where can they find a better Supply, 
than among out Cattle, Sheep, and Corn-Fields ? There they 
live at Eafe, diftrefs and impoverifh us, and the adjacent Wilder- 
nefs, is their Refuge. By retiring into it, they are foon out of 
our Reach ; and long Experience has taught us, how ineffectual 
the Meafures we have taken, for our Safety and Defence, have 
prov’d. - 

Some, I am fenfible, will fay, let us not be at any Coft and 
Pains to gain the Friendfhip of fuch a perfidious Crew, but let 
us deftroy them all. Quickly faid indeed, but not fo foon nor 
fo eafily effected. Thofe Perfons who are for deftroying them 
would doubtlefs foon do it, where they firft bound and delivered 
upto them. But one Queftion here is, how we fhall get them 
into ourPower ? And another is, Whether it would be fo human, 
eenerous and Chriftian-like, to take away their Lives, were that 
in our Power, as it would be to cultivate Friendfhip with them, 
and to feek their beft Good ? If we fhould be fo fanguine as t6 
éndeavour to deftroy them, it would doubtlefs prove a vain At- 
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tempt; and ferve only to drive them to the Preach: who would _ 
be very ready to receive and protect them. If we neglect them, 
and take noMeafures to ingage them in our Intereft, or to culti- 
vate Friendfhip with them, this will probably render them indif- 
ferent to us, and difpofe them to hearken to the enticing Infinu- 
ations of Romifh Emiflaries : and our Situation muft be very 
unhappy, when they become engaged in the French Intereft. 

If it be objected, that the Preach have already gain’d a large 
Number of Jndians to their Intereft, and therefore if we ufe our . 
beft Endeavours to gain others, it will avail nothing ; for thofe 
who are devoted to the French, will neverthelefs diftrefs us in 
Time of War. I reply, 

It is very true,that the French of Canada,thro’ their Policy and 
Vigilance, have taken theAdvantage of our Neglect, and gain’d 
a large Number of the Natives to their Intereft, and are gaining 
more and more every Year ; and fome even from among our 
own Indians. They {pare neither Coft nor Pains to accomplith 
their Defigns of thisNature; being fenfible enough, how advan- 
tageous it is to them, and how injurious to us: and if they con- 
tinue to be active, and we negligent, as in Times paft, is it not 
too probable that they will, in a littleTime, attach to themf{elves 
all the Ludians in North-America ? Does it net. then concern us 
to ufe proper and vigorous Enndeavours to prevent this apparent 
Mifchief, by counter-working the French ?. who are, I fuppofe, 
tampering with all the Tribes of North- America, to ingage them 
in their Intereft. And fhould we fucceed in our Endeavours (as. 
it is highly probable we might, if proper Steps were taken) fo.as 
to ingage the Five Nations,aod fome otherTribes,in hearty Friead- 
fhip with us ; and efpecially if we fhould beftow fuch Favours 
upon them, as would induce them, to fettle upon our Frontiers’: 
ic would in all Probability prevent the Evil fpoken of in the Ob- 
jection : for the Indians from Canada would not moleft us, if a 
Number of the Natives, in hearty Friendfhip with us, were 
placed in our Borders. Of this we have had a very plain Proof 
the laft War, in the Safety of Stockbridge, and the adjacentPlaces, 
from any Attempts of the Enemy from ‘Canada, 

Stockbridge is in the very Road of, and more expos’d to, the 
Indians from Canada, than any, other Place whatever ; and yet 
we fee that the Enemy turned off Eatt to Conneéficut- River, and 
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Welt to the Dutch Settlements, where they did much Mifchief ; 
while Stockbridge, Sheffield, New-Marlborough and Number One, 
tho’ more expos’d, were not molefted. This, fo far as we can 
difcern, was owing toa fmall Number of Jndians dwelling at 
Stockbridge,who are our hearty and fait Friends : which theEne- 
my being fenfible of, cared not to come within theirReach, leaft 
they fhould be taken in their own Snare. And if we fhould en- 
courage theSettlement of other Indian Towns upon ourFrontiers, 
where Hunting is moft handy to them, as Stockbridge has been 
encouraged: fhould we give them Townhhips of Land fuitable 
for their Improvement, build a Meeting- Houfe & School-Houfe 
in each Town, and fupport Minifters and School Matters in 
them ; would not this convince them that we are their true 
Friends, and feck their Good ? Would it not induce them to fet- 
tle in our Borders? efpecially thofe of them who are defirous, that 
they themfelves & their Children fhould be inftruéted ? Would 
they not be a Guard to us in Time of War? And if, after all, 
we fhould meet with fome Trouble from the Indians of Canada, 
might it not be effectually prevented, by playing our Indians 
upon them, as they do theirs upon us? And would not the 
Charge of all this be a Trifle, compar’d with that of defending 
ourfelves in Time of War? But if we neglect them, and take 
no Méafures to cultivate Friendfhip with them, and efpecially if 
we deal injurioufly by them, fhall we not put an Advantage into 
the Hands of the french (which they will not fail of improving) 
to engage them in their Intereft, and to imploy them againft us 
in Time of War? which would prove a very great Calamity to 
us, if not.our utter Ruin. Thefe Things confider’d, is it not. of 
very great Importance,that we be at good Terms with the neigh- 
bouring, Nazives. 

2. I will, in the next Place, endeavour to fhow what are the 
likely Methods to bring this to pafs : Or what Meafures we nuit 
take with the [#dians, if we would ingage them in hearty Friend- 
fhip with us. 

And here, in general, our Conduct towards them mutt be 
fuch as fhall make them fenfible, that we are indeed their hearty 
Friends ; and fuch alfo as fhall convince them that it is their 
Intereft and Advantage to be in Friendfhip with us. Nothing 
fhort of this, I apprehend, will attach them to us, fo as to an- 
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fwer the Ends propofed. If we often treat with them, renew the 
Friendfhip, and bettow upon them large Prefents: Or, as they 
phrafe it, Smoke together, brighten the Chain, or put the Brands 


together, to kindle up the former Fire; and yet leave Room for 


them to fuppofe that this proceeds not from true Friendfhip, but 
rather from Fear of them, or from Sufpicion that they will join 
with our Enemies, &c. This will never be fufficient to engage 
them : the utmoft we can rationally expect from it is, that they 
will not openly break with us, but keep tip a Shew of Friendfhip, 
that they may have the Benefit of future Prefents at our Hands. 

Again, if we fhould by any Means convince them that we are 
their trueFriends,and yet not go into fuchMeafures with them as 
fhould turn to their Advantage, they would hardly be engag’d for 
us. Asall other People are govern’d by Jntere/f, fo are they. 
And the principal Handle we can take hold of, to attach them to 
us by, is their Zatereff, and that would not fail of doing of ir. 
Ifa Tribe of Jadians can fell their Skins to us for twentyShillings, 
and buy their Blankets for ten Shillings ; they will never go to 
Canada where they muft fell their Skins for en Shi//ings, and give 
twenty Shillings for a Blanket. Convince them that it is much 
for their Intereft and Advantage to be our Friends and Allies, 
and we need not fear but that they will be fo. Now,in Order to 
convince them that we are truly their Friends,and that it is their 
Intereft to be ours ; We muff, 

In the firft Place,treat them according to the Rules of Equity 
and Juftice. We muft not défraud and opprefs them, bui be 
honeft and juft in our Déalings with them. 

TheNatives with whom we have to do,arePerfons of fo much 
Sagacity that they can diftinguifh between juft and injurious 
Treatment, as well as other Men. ‘They are alfo as ready to re- 
fent, and perhaps more forward to revenge Injuries, than any 
other People under Heaven. If therefore we treat them in an 
unjuft Manner, we may rationally expect that they will be fo far 
from being our Friends, that they will join with our Enemies, 
and feck Opportunities of Revenge. | 

It is well known, that the Jvdians are generally addicted to 
Drunkennefs, and that when they have tafted a little Liquor,they 
have a ftrongThirft for more, and will part with any hing they 
have, fora fufficient Quantity to make them Drunk.— And is 
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jt not as well known, that we have taken the Advantage of this 
their vicious Appetite, and for a few Quarts of Rum have pur- 
chas’d valuable E.ffects of them? Have not private Perfons thus 
| made their Gains of them, notwithitanding the good Laws that 
| have been in Force to preventit ? And is not this the Manner of 
| all privateTraders,who go among their feveral Tribes forGain ? 

In our publick Dealings with them at our Truck-Houfes, i 
where Rum has been. freely. fold them, Care has been taken | 
that they fhould not be cheated, but that they fhould have the | 
full Value of what they had to fell: An Indian, therefore, who | 
was Owner of a Pack of Bever, Deer{kins, or any other valuable | 
Goods, could buy a large Quantity of Rum,and might getDrunk ; 
perhaps ten Times or more, whereas if he had fallen into private if 
Hands, he muft have contented himfelf with being Drunk but | 
‘once or twice. Which of thefe proves moft injurious to the | 
Indians. in the End, I fhall not pretend to determine. ul 

When they are thus intoxicated, they fall out among them- f 
felves, Fight, and fometimes kill one another, and fome have 
| crunk themfelves dead on the Spot. An Inftance of each of © 
| thefe there has been, if I am rightly inform’d, at Fort: Dummer, 
fince that has been. improv’d as a Truck-Houfe. And whether 
the Guilt of that Blood does not lie upon us, I leave athers to 
judge. 

Now, if we treat the Naéives in thisForm, will they, can they, 
live with us ? Will not theLaw of Self- Prefervation ablige them ! 
to leave us, and, to. go where they. may be; better us’d ? Some i} 
of the Five Nations plainly fpeak it our and fay, ‘* We can- i] 
not live with the Engli/b & Duich , they bring us fo much Rum 
that it deftroys us; we muft goto theFrxench,who will let us have 
but little ftrong Drink.” Thus we alienate the Indians from us, | 
and as it were oblige them to go over to the french, who are | 
eften our Enemies, and fail not to imploy them againft us in 
Time of War. And if we proceed to deal thus injurioufly with 
them, what can we expect bur that they will leave us, and be a i 
fevere Scourge to us ? | 

Tho’ the /zdians are funk below the Dignity of humanNature, 
and their Luft after Drink expofes them to be cheated out of 
what little they have ; yet this gives us noRight to deal unjuftly 
by them, They havea natural Right to Juftice, and may, with 
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great Propriety challenge it at our Hand,” feeing’ we  profefs 
to be fubject to the Law of Chrift,which teach us to do that which 
is altogether juft. And we fhould be fo far from taking the Ad- 
vantage of their Ignorance, Vice and Poverty, to defraud them 
of what is their ju(t Right, that we fhould rather be mov’d to 
Pity, and compaffionate their deplorable State, and be Eyes to 
tbe Blind, &c. 

I'am fully perfuaded, that if we were upright and juft in all 
our Tranfactions with them ; if our Trade with them were put 
into thefdands of faithful Men, who would deal juftly by them ; 
and if they were fupply’d with all Neceffaries for themfelves and 
Families at a moderate Price, it would not be in the Power of all 
the French at Canada (fubtil as they are) to alienate them from us. 
The French are not upon equal Ground with us in this Affair, 
For their Nothern Climate is much more inhofpitable 8 feveré 
than ours is: Their Country is not fo productive of thofeFruits, 
which the Zndians very much live upon, as ours: Nor can 
they afford Goods which are proper and neceflary for the 
Indians at fo cheap a Lay aswe can: Therefore we can give 
them thofe Advantages which Canada cannot. We can, with- 
out Damage to ourfelves, make it their Intereft to adhere to us: 
And when Experience has once taught them, that their Intereft 
lies with us, they will want no other Inducement to ingage them 
tous: Yea, it will.not only attach thofe of them to us; who are 
not yet gone to Canada, but it will induce’ thofe who are, to re- 
turn to their Brethren, for the fake of the Profit they might reap 
by it; efpecially if we give them all the Advantage we can, 
confiftent with our own. | 

As unjuft & abufive Treatment of the Indians tends naturally 
to alienate them from us, and to turn them off to the French ; 
fo a Series of juft and faithful Dealing with them would be like- 
ly to attach them to us,and to make them our faft Friends. This 
again appears from the Temper and Conduct of that Part of the 
Trive of the River Indians who live at Stockbridge. For tho? 
they were, for a confiderable Time, extreamly jealous, that we 
had fome ill Defign upon them, even in the Favours they receiv’d 
at ourHands ; (aJealoufy founded, I fuppofe, upon the ill’ Ufage 
the (WVatives have too often been the Subjects of ) yet by the jut 
Wreatment they, for a Courfe of Years, have met with, from the 
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Government, from Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Woodbridge, and others, they 
| are become our hearty Friends ; willing to live or die with us, 
| whether in Peace or War. 

It is very true, that in order to obtain the End propos’d, our 
Trade with the /ndians muft not bein private Hands. It mutt 
not be in the Power of every private Perfon to treat them as he : 
pleafes. We may upon good Grounds defpair of their being ( 
treated with Equity and Juftice, if every one may gratify his 
avaricious Temper in dealing with them. Our Trade therefore 

~ mult beofa publick Nature, and muft be committed to theCare 
and Management of faithful Men: Not to fuch as will feek the i] 
Service, and makeFriends to procure the Poft for them; (certain l] 
Indications of a Self-feeker) but Men of Uprightnefs & Integrity i 
muft be fought out, fuch and fuch only mult be betrufted with 
Bufinefs of fuch Importance: Good Inftruétions mutt be given 1 | 
them, which muft be carefully adher’d to. 

If the Indian Trade at Canada were in privateHands ; if every 
private Perfon there might deal with che Indians at Pleafure, we | 
might then hope that thofe who aré-gone from us would {oon re. 
turn : for, in thatCafe, it is fuppofable enough that they would 
not meet with much better Ufage there, than they do here’: tho’ 
it is fcarcely fuppofable that they would meet with much worfe. J 
The Freach Trade with the’ Indians’ is wholly in the: Hand of i 
publick Officers, (if I am rightly informed) and a’ private Man, . 
if he; want a Dear-fkin, a Beaver-fkin, &c. ‘is not allow’d to pur- a 
chafe of an Indian, but muft go to the publick Stores. “Upon | 
the Suppofition that thofe Officers are faithful, and deal juftly by 
the Jndians, it is furely a wife & politick Method to ingage them 
in their Favour. And fo long as every private Perfon in the 
Englifth Government is atLiberty to'trade with them, when,and 
where, he pleafes, and to cheat them out of what they have, what 
can we expect but that they will repair toCziada where they may 
be better us’d ? Is it not owing to the ill’ Treatment they have i; 
met with from the Engli/h and Dutch, that fo many of them are 
gone already ? And if no proper Meafures are taken to prevent 
their being ill us’d; will not thofe who are yet behind foon fol. | 
Jow their Brethren ? Yea, if we furnifh them with large Quan- 
tities of Rum, make themDrunk, and then defraud them 1 
they have, do we not reduce them to a Neceffity, 
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low and miferable with us, or of going from us, that they may 
fare better ? How low, how difpirited, how miferable & brutifh 
thefe few are, who live within our Borders, is too manifeft. And 
whether we, by our ill treating of them, have not contributed 
to their Mifery, is worthy of.our ferious Enquiry. Yea, would 
it not be proper for us to enquire, Whether we have not, by our 
Neglect & Abufe of them, provoked Heaven to let loofe the Natives 
upon us, who have been one of the foreft Scourges that we were 
ever chaftifed with? What Multitudes have they, in a moft cruel 
Manner, murdered in our Borders ? How many. of our Neigh- 
bours have they led into Captivity ? Some of whom have been 
redeem’d at a very great Expence, and others are become either 
Pagans or Papifts, and continue ftill.in a foreign Land. And 
who can count the Coft we have been at, to defend ourfelves. 
again{t their Incurfions ? 

If the Britifh Government fhould be difpos’d, inTime to come, 
to fet up and maintain a publick, honeft and juft Trade with the 
Five Nations, or any other Tribes, thereby to attach them to us, 
to promote their true Intereft,with other. valuableEnds that might 
thereby be anfwer’d: This Objection perhaps would arife, viz. 
That fuch a Proceeding will be a very great Expence'to the 
Publick, for our Trade cannot be fafe unlefs it be protected by a 
confiderable Force. A Fort muft'bebuilt, and a Garrifon of 50, 
60 or perhaps 100 Men,.. with. their proper Officers, muft be 
maintain’d at eachPlace where the Trade is fet-up: therefore the 
Advantage would not countervail the Coft. To this I reply, 

If fuch Garrifons fhould be tho’t neceflary in the Places where 
aTrade is fet up, to be aGuard to it; the Charge: would nothing 
like equal that of an Indian War, which perhaps it might prevent. 
~ But further, 1 apprehend, that the Charge of fuch Garrifons 
might be fpar’d; and that, inftead of being neceffary, they would 
prove very injurious to theDefign ; and that it would bea very 
wrong Step to be taken in that Affair. 

All who are in any good, Meafure acquainted with the Zndians 
know, that they are extreamly jealous, leaft any Incroachments 
fhould be made upon;them: and it is not ftrange it fhould be fo, 
confidering what has paft over them. And if aNumber of arm’d 
Men were placed among them, and Forts built for the Defence 
of our Trade, they would be Sufpicious, that fomething hoftile 
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‘was intended, and we fhould not be able to remove the Sufpicion. 
They would behold us with a jealous Eye, and perhaps take 
| Meafures to fruftrate the whole Defign. 

? The moft effectual Way to induce them to truft us, 1s to truft 
| them : and they will be ready enough to protect our Trade, if 
we defire it, and fhow that we confide.in them to doit. And 
when a little Experience has taught them, how advantageous 
fuch a Trade would be to them, they would be ready enough to 
do it, for their own Advantage. It therefore we fhould defire 
them to admit a Trader into one of their own Forts, or to build 

a Fort at our Charge in fome convenient Place for fuch a Defign, 

and to take Care that our Trade be fafe; this would tend to 

“convince them, both of our Friendfhip to, and of our Con- 

fidence in, them ; .and they would not only be pleas’d. with it, 

but alfo ambitious to fhow us that we may fafely truft them : 

And were I to be the Truck-Mafter, I fhould efteem my felf 

much fafer in theirProtection, than in a Garrifon of 100 English 

Men: For if fuch a Garifon thould be placed among them, 
| they themfelves would fufpect fome i]] Defign carrying on againtt 
| + “them; and the French would infallibly tell them, that tho’ we 

pretended Peace and Friendfhip, yet our Defign in the End is to 
‘difpoffefs them of their Country. 
If-indeed a Truck-Mafter fhould prove an unfaithful Servant, 
and inrich himfelf by defrauding. them, be might have Occafion 
for Englifh Soldiers to protect him and his Stores : but if they 
found him faithful, friendly and juft in his Dealings with them, 
they would be as careful of him as .of their. own Eyes, and ven- 
ture their own Lives for him. . What would not the. Indians of 
Stockbridge have done forMr. Sergeant in hisDay,whom they had 
found to be their true and hearty Friend ?) And what would they 
not now do for Mr. Woodbridge, of whom they have had the like 
: “Experience ?. Indians will be as ready as the Engh, and perhaps 


much more fo, to ferve and protect, if there. be Occafion, thofe 
whom they have found:to be their faithful and real Friends. 

In a Word, I apprehend, that if we had in Times paft treated 
the Natives according totheRules of Equity & Juftice, it would 
have been quite fufficient to have ingaged them in our Intereft, 

“and'to have kept them in Amity and Friendfhip with us. 
And that, even now, they might in a little Time be attach’d to 
Lee us, 
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us, by fuchTreatment’: But this, I confefs, I defpair of, if every 

rivate Perfon muft be left at his Liberty to treat them as he 
pleafes, and to defraud them of all they have: which I take to be 
the Cafe in New-York Government, who lie next to the Five 
Nations, and have their Trade ; tho’ in this Province we have 
sood Iuaws in Force to reftrain privatePerfons from felling them 
ftrong Drink. 3 

2. We fhould alfo exercife that Kindnefs and Generofity to- 
wards them, that fhall convince them that it is for their Intereft 
to be in Friendfhip with us. We fhould not, in a Cafe of fuch 
Importance, content ourfelves with being bearly juft in ourTreat- 
ment of them, but we fhould alfo be kind & generous, as a proper 
Expedient to obtain the End propos’d. I am aware,I fhall here 
be quick interrupted with this Exclamation. 

What ! kind and generous to fuch an ungrateful evil Crew! to 
which I fhall only anfwer. We have good Authority for being 
kind to the Untbankful and to the Evil. And if that good Being: 
who recommends it to us, had not given an Example of it, in 
his Dealings with us, how deplorable had our State been ? This 
kind Temper and Behaviour is recommended to us in the Gof- 
pel, not only becaufe it is the Will of our heavenly Father that 
we fhould be kind, but alfo becaufe the Exercife of it anfwers. 
excellent Ends ; produces very good & defireable Effects : fuch 
as Love, Friendfhip, Peace, &c. And while we make a Profel- 
fion of Chriftianity, it is Pity the Praétice of it, in fo material an 
Article, fhould be objected againft. And isit not very proper 
that we fhould exercife Kindnefs and Generofity to the poor Na- 
tives, when there is a {trong Probability of its being of very hap- 
py Confequence both to them and.us ? 

A great deal of Kindnefs and Generofity has been. exercis’d 
towards the River Indians at Houfatunnuk, by this Government, by 
the honourable Corporation at Home, by their honourable & Rev. 
Commiffioners at Bofton, by the Rev. Mr. Hollis, by the Rev. Mr. 
Sergeant, Mr. Woodbridge and others : and the Confequence has 
been very happy as to them ; they are brought to theKnowledge of 
the Gofpel, and to a Chriftian Profeffion : and many of them, 
we hope, to the faving Knowledge of God. We alfo have found 
the Benefit of this kind Ufage of them: for thereby they are be- 
come our hearty Friends,are united to us in their Affections, and 
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were a Means, in the Hand of Providence, of covering our moft 
Weltern Frontiers the laft War. And were the like Kindnets 
fhown by us to other Tribes, is there notRoom to hope that the 
Effects might be alike happy ? If Townfhips, fuitable for Indians 
to fettle in, were provided in our Frontiers, and it were propos’d 
to them that if they would come and fettle in them, they fhould 
not only enjoy the Land as their own, but alfo have a Minifter 
fupported among them to inftruct them in theChriftianReligion ; 
and alfo a School-Mafter to teach theirChildren to read & write ; 
would not this induce many of them,efpecially of the betterSort, 
to come and fettle in our Borders ? And would they not cover 
our Frontiers in Cafe of a War with France ? 

What has been done for the Iadians at Stockbridge has doubtlefs 
been much obferv’d, and approv’d of, by the Natives far & near. 
That there is a School fet up at Canada, in Imitation of Mr. Ser- 
geant’s School at Stockbridge, and a large Number of Scholars in 
it, we have heard and receive for Truth. That the French,who 
efteem Ignorance to be the Mother of Devotion, and do not de- 
fire to teach the Indians any Thing more than to fay their Beads, 
and to crofs themfelves, have done this out of Choice, is not at 
all likely. They do not defire that their Jndiaus fhould become 
a knowing People. But yet, being fenfible that the Report of 
Mr. Sergeant’s School had fpread itfelf far & wide, and that their 
Indians were pleas’d with the Method the Engi had taken to 
furnifh the Natives with Knowledge, they apprehended that un- 
lefs fome Thing like it were done among them, there would be 
Danger of the Indians repairing to us for Inftruction, and to pre- 
vent this, and to ingage them to themfelves, they fet up their 
School. This, I conjecture, is the Truth of the Cafe. And if 
fo, it is manifeft that the Jndians are inclin’d to feek after Know- 
ledge: And therefore would be difpos’d to hearken to fuch kind 
and generous Propofals, if they were made to them. And who 
can tell but that: this, that, or the other Tribe, would gladly 
fettle fuch Towns, if they were invited to it in a properManner ? 

3. Another Step, and,perhaps,the moft promifing one we can 
take,to ingage the Jndians inFriendfhip with us is, to fendMiffio- 
naries among their refpective Tribes, Minilters & School-Mafters, 
to. inftruct them in the Principles, and to perfuade them to the 
Practice of Chriftianity. Tho’ they have fo-long liv’d near us, 
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and been converfant with us, yet they remain ignorant of the 
Way of Salvation, Strangers to the Gofpel, and are perifhing for 
lack of Knowledge : A Cafe that might well move our Pity and 
Compaffion towards them, and put us upon doing what we can 
for their Relief. And whether our former Neglect of Things of 
this Nature has not been provoking to Heaven, may be worthy 
of our ferious Enquiry. 

The Intereft the Rev. Mr. Barclay had in the Mobawks, while 
he was with them,theReformation of Manners he wrought among 
them, their Willingnefs to receive Inftruction, and theirEngaged- 
nefs to profecute Learning, are a plain Indication that faithful 
Miffionaries would be welcome to them. And the Prve Nations 
being neareft us,and their Friendfhip of very great Confequence, 
it might be proper to begin with them: And what has been 
done among them by Mr. Barclay, and others, might be no fmall 
Help in the Cafe. If we fhould fend Perfons well qualified for 
the Bufinefs to refide among them, and fupport them well,there 
would be no Foundation for any Jealoufy that we have an ill 
Defign upon them, and if at any Time fuch Jealoufies fhould 
arife, they would foon fubfide, upon the Judians having a little 
Experience of our Kindnefs and Friendfhip to them. ‘The pru- 
dent Conduét and faithful Labours of fuch Miffionaries might, 
by the Bleffing of God, ferve to remove their Barbarity, correct 
‘their Manners, reform their Lives, promote in them vertuous 
Sentiments, and by Degrees form them to true Religion. This 
we may hope would be the happy Event, with Refpect to many 
of them, tho’ not to all; and if, by muchLabour and Expence, 
it might be brought to pafs, fhould we not find our Account in 
it: for what would be the Charge of fupporting a few Miffiona- 
ries, compar’d with that of an Indian War? And is there not 
great Probability that fuch Meafures would in a few Years Time 
attach them to us in a hearty Friendfhip? And if the Five Na- 
tions who are a Terror to, and have in great Meafure the Com- 
.mand of, other Tribes, were indeed.our Friends, and made fo by 
fuch Obligations laid upon them,: would it not. be an effectual 
Means of -reftraining other Jadiens from giving us Trouble in 
Cafe of a War? a} 

The general Objection here, I am fenfible will be ;—There is 
noLikelihood of fucceeding, and therefore it is not worth while 
to 
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to make any Trial, it would only be to fpend Labour & Money 
to no good Purpofe. To which I reply, 

How can we draw the Conclufion before we have made the 
Experiment ? Have we ever made any proper Trial, and found 
ourfelves difappointed ? And can it be look’d upon juft to draw 
fuch a Conclufion, in a Cafe of fuch Importance, unlefs we had | 
better Grounds for it ? s | 

It is true, Mr.Sergeant made a Vifit to theSu/quahanna Indians, ae 


Mr. Brainard alfo, in his Day, did the fame, witheut Succefs : 
but we know that the Excufe thofe Jndians made was, that they 
held their Lands of the Five Nations, and therefore could not 
comply with fuch a Motion, till their Confent was firft obtain’d. 
And befides, fhall we efteem two or threeVifits made by private 
Perfons a fufficient Trial in this Cafe ? Sufficient indeed it was 
to fhow that thofe good Gentlemen were pofleft of an excellent 
Spirit, and of a laudable Zeal for the Good of the poorNatives : 
but yet I apprehend not fufficient to difcourage furtherAttempts. 
If thofe Gentlemen,who went in a private Capacity,had fuftain’d 
a publick Character, perhaps they had been more regarded. 
But however, when we have us’d our beft Endeavours, and they 
indeed prove unfuccefsful,we may be excufable ; but can we look 
upon ourfelves fo, if we fit ftill and ufe no Endeavours for the 
Help of thofe poor benighted People ¢ 
If proper Attempts fhould be made forChriftianizing the Five 
Nations, there would, I am fenfible, fome notable Difficulties lie 
in the Way,but yet perhaps none but what might be furmounted. 
One Difficulty that would doubtlefs attend fuch a laudable 
Undertaking, would arife from thofe who maintain a private 
Trade among them, from which they reap greatGain ; efpecially 
by the Article of Rum, too much of which they convey to them, 
and by the Influence of which the Indians are eafily defrauded. 
Thefe Traders would be very fenfible, that if Chriftianity 
fhould prevail among thofe Nations, theHope of theirGain would 
be gone, and feeing by this Craft they bave their Wealib, they would 
ufe their urmoft Endeavours to diffuade the Indians from imbrac- 
ing the Ways of Religion. ‘They in Fact did fo at Houfatunnuk, 
where the Number otf Jvdians was fmall, and their Trade not fo 
confiderable (as the foregoingHiltory fhews.) Flow much more 
then will they do it, if Endeavours fhould be usd to convert the 
. | Mohawks, 
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Mohawks, whofeTrade is vaftly'more advantageous? Butas the 
Indians at Houfatunnuk, by Mr. Sergeant’s Help, faw thro’ the 
Artifice they us’d ; and were made fenfible of the felfifhViews of 
the Traders, fo doubtlefs the Five Nations may eafily be inform’d, 
and the Obftruction foon remov’d. | . 

Another Difficulty will arife from the falfe Infinuations of 
Romifb Emiffaries, who will not fail to tell them, that we are 
about to teach them a falfe Religion, and if they hearken to us, 
they will all certainly be damn’d. But when thofe Judians are 
properly inform’d of theConduét of theFrench, and otherRoman 
Catholicks, how they deny the Ufe of the Bible to the common 
People among themfelves, and that they have no Defign to ac- 
quaint the Jndians with the Word of God: And on the other 
Hand, that our Defign is not to impofe upon them, but to open 
the Bible to them, to enable them to read it, and to judge for 
themfelves: will not this fatisfy them of our honeft Intentions 
towards them, and of the Safety & Propriety of their examining 
‘Things, that they may form a Judgment for themfelves ? 

A third, and perhaps‘much the greateft Difficulty that would 
attend this good Defign 1s, that thofe Jndians efteem themfelves 
Chriftians already, and value themfe!lves upon their being as good 
Chriftians as their Neighbours. Mr. Sergeant, in his Journal of 
November 25. 1734, fays,— * The Mobawks are generally Pro- 
* feffors of Chriftianity, but for want of Inftruction have but 
* little of it in Reality.—’ They are fo ignorant of thePrinciples 
of Religion, that they know not the Difference between one who 
is baptiz’d and calls himfelf a Chriftian,and one who lives agrea- 
bly to theRules Chrift has given us to walk by. ©They are not 
fenfible of the Neceffity of being conform’d to thofe Rules’ of 
Vertue and Holinefs which Chrift has prefcrib’d. Romifb Emif- 
faries have baptiz’d fome of them, others (as I have been inform’d) 
have been baptiz’d by Dutch Minifters ; and they efteem it 
a Privilege belonging to them to have their Children baptized, 
whenever they prefent them ; without any Regard being had, 
either to the Qualifications of the Parent, or the religious Edu- 
cation of the Chilc. When the Rev. Mr. Spencer was among 
them a few Years ago, they were much difpleas’d thar he de- 
clin’d baptizing fome Children, whofe Parents were notorioufly 
ignorant, vicious and wicked, Some Jndians from Canada, who 
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had an Englifh Woman to their Mother, came a few Years patt: 


to Weftfield, to vifit their Eugli/b Relations there, and while they 
ftay’d at that Place, they had a Child born, and were much of- 
fended with the Rev. Mr. Balantine,who declin’d baptizing of it, 
as they defir’'d. Since the Rev. Mr. Edwards has been at Stock- 


bridge, one of the Mohawks refiding there had a Child born, and’ 
was ‘highly affronted becaufe Mr. Edwards did not baptize it’ 


upon his Defire. From thefe Inftances it is evident, that they 
account their Children have Right to Baptifm, whenever they 
defire it. And being baptized,they efteem them goodChriftians, 
whatever their Converfation may be: for they derive their No- 
tions of Chriftianity,not from the Bible, (to which they are Stran- 


gers) but from’ the Example of the Datch & French, with whom ~ 


they are converfant,and who profefs themfelves to be Chriftians. 
And fo far forth as being baptized, in the forementionedMan- 
ner, and calling themfelves Chriftians, will make them fo, they 


are fo to be efteem’d. Now thefe Things being fo, it may prove: 
a dificult Thing to make them fenfible, that Drunkennefs and | 


other vicious Praétices are inconfiftent withChriftianity ; becaufe 
thofe Chriftians, who fall under their Obfervation, give them an 
Example of Vice,:and go fuch Lengths therein. 

But yet I apprehend this Difficulty might alfo be remov’d, 
by giving them a juft and true Account of the Nature & Extent 
of the Chriftian Religion ; by informing them what the Will of 
Chrift'iss how he expects that we fhould be conform’d to his 
Likenefs,and to hisLaws. The Indians are as capable of hearing 
Reafons and giving them their Weight, as other Men: and it is 
becaufe they know not what Chriftianity is, that they efteem 
themfelves Chriftians, in their prefent:Circumftances. When 
they are made acquainted with the Terms of Salvation, propos’d 
in the Gofpel, and what they muft do that they may inherit eter- 
nal Life, when they are well inftructed in theDoéctrines of Chri/, 
they will be fenfible that the Religion which they now have, is 
little or nothing Jike.that which is taught by the Gofpel. When 
Mr. Edwards retus’d to baptize a Mebawk Child born at Stock- 
bridge,(which I have before mentioned) and they were very much 
difpleas’d with him onthatAccount, he went to them, gave them 
theReafons' of hisConduét,and inform’d them as ciearly as he was 
able of the Nature and End of Baptifm : Thofe Indians receiv’d 
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theForce of hisReafons,and/appear’d to be fatisfy’d & contented, 
when he had taken Pains to. inform them. . And I doubt noe 
but: proper Inftruction and Information would. remoye the Diffi= 
culty [have been fpeaking of. - : 

Tho’ Chriftianizing thofe Indians, may prove a difficult Work,, 
yet if our Endeavours might; by the divine Bleffing, be fucceeded,, 
wouldi not the Advantage thence arifing to them, and us, more 
than compenfate the Pains and Expence we fhould be at ? And, 
is there not fo much Ground: to hope for Succefs, as fhould .in-. 
duce us to make the Experiment:? »: 

I fhall now conclude, by-briefly. fuggefting a, few Things, nor 
yet. mentioned, the ferious Confideration of, which may excite us: 
to ufe our beft Endeavours forthe Converfion of the. neighbour- 
ing Indians to the Chriftian Faith. ae | 

1, And in the firft Place, fhould not the Confideration of the 
divine Bounty and Goodnefs, beftow’d upon us, excite us to im-; ; 
ploy Part of thar undeferv’d Goodnefs to promote the Knowledge: | 
of God, our bountiful Benefactor, among thofe who are deftitute. 
of it? Thro’ the undeferv’d Favour and Bleffing of God,we have: 
been profperous in our fecular Affairs, fucceeded in ourHufbandry, 
Trade, &c. and are become a wealthy People: And,were, we as: 
willing as we are able, might we not fpare large: Sums for, the 
Propagation of the Gofpel among the Heathen ? Ought we not’ 
then to fhew our Gratitude to the: glorious Author of all, our 
Comforts, by imploying a Part. of his Bounty to. promote: the; 
Redeemer’s Kingdom? Is it not fit that we fhould thus eneur 
the Lord with our Subfiance ? Does it not lie as a Reproach upon: 
us, who make an high Profeffion, that we expend fe little to pro-: 
mote the Knowledge of God among the, Naéives, and fo much to; 
ill, Purpofes ?: Were what we imploy in unneceffary Expences, by 
which Pride and Luxury are indulged. and: nourifhed, imploy’d: 
in the Jaudable Method I am recommending; would it not be: 
fufficient, well to fupport a Multitude of Miffionaries among the: 
neighbouring Tribes? Would it not probably be a Means of! 
turning many of them from tbe Power of Satan ta God And: 
would it not be an Odeur of a fweet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleafing to God ?-- And feeing God, by his Bleffings, has: 
inabled us to contribute to fuch a good Defign, fhould we not» 
: | | chearfully.: 
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chearfully give of our Subftance, for the fpiritual Benefit of the 
perifhing Heathen ? CF ke: ete RTS 

2. Should not the Light and Grace of the Gofpel, which | we, 
thro’ divine Goodnefs enjoy, be a f{tronget Areument ftill to 
excite us to endeavour the Converfion of the Heathen ? 
__ A few Generations back we were in a State of Heatheni{m, as 
they now are: Aliens from the common Wealth of I{rael—and with- 
out Ged in the World. * But thro’ divine Goodnels,the- Day pring 
from on High has vifited us, and we enjoy the Light & Privileges 
of the Gofpel-Difpenfation. Seeing thenGod has hadCompaffion 
on.us, and beftow’d upon us thofe riches Bleflings ; ought we not 
to have Compaffion on the neighbouring Heathen, and ufe our 
beft Endeavours that they alfo may be made Partakers of the - 
Light and Bleffings of the Gofpel ? | 
_ 3. Should we not be mov’d to fuch charitableEndeavours from: 
the Confideration of the wretched and forlorn Circumftances, in 
which the poor Nasives appear before our Eyes. We often behold 
thofe piteous Objects, appearing half naked and almoft ftarv’d 5 
which is the Effect of their viciousWay of Living, We fee them 
alfo in theDepths of Ignorance & Barbarity ; wholly unacquaint- 
ed withthe Way of, Salvation,and quite unconcern’d for their eter- 
nalGood = And.yet their: Powers, both of Body & Mind,are not 
inferiour to. our, own.,, Were, they brought toCivility & Induftry,. 
they. might. ftand upon. equal,Ground with us, refpecting the 
Comforts.of Life: and were they inftructed in divine Things, 
made acquainted with the great & important Truths of theGof- 
pel, they. might ffand as fair for the Kingdom of Heaven as we 
do. Should not our Eyes therefore affect our Hearts, when we 
behold.them in fuch miferableCircumftances? And thould we not 
exert ourfelves in all proper Ways for theirHelp. Did the Wounds. 
of the poor Man balf dead, who fell among Thieves, plead with fo 
much Eloquence for human Compaffion, as the unhappy State of 
the poor Naézves does for Chriftian Charity ? And if the Com- 
paffion of a Samaritan was mov’d by the former, how much more 
thould the Bowels of a Chri/tian be mov’d by the latter ? | 

4. The noble Example of fome generous & pious Perfons, at 
Home, may well excite us to liberal Contributions for the Benefit 
of the poor Heathen. san 
| Not | 


ye 


* Eph, 2) 32. 


PF I TT 
LO ERA EEE NR LO TP LETH LETT TF 
a ee 7m 


ie Seen Fs ee as Be 0 ORs 
ae . : - : i i : Soe e a, me Bie = : oe ; 
| Sil Mee a 
~ An Addrefs, &c. 
fag ~ “Not only publick Societies, but alfo private Perfons, in Great - 
b Britain, have generoufly and liberally contributed for the Benefit — 
| of the Vafives,in this diftantPart of the World ; as the foregoing 


Hiftory fhows. Tho’ they are at 3000 Miles Diftance, and never 
a _ beheld, as we do,thofe miferable Objects ; yet, from a truly pious 
ge and generousSpirit, they have fent over their liberalContributions, 
| that the Heathen, by their Means, may be inform’d in the Way 
of Life. Verily they shall not loofe their Reward. A nobleExample 
they fet before us, moft worthy our Imitation: And how can we 
—excufe ourfelves, if we neglect to copy after it? Some indeed 
“may plead their Inability, but this is not the Cafe-of all.: Are = 
| there not among us ‘many wealthy Merchants & Traders ? Are 
there not alfo many Farmers, who abound in Wealth, upon the 
Lands which were,a few Years ago, the Property of the Jnaians, 
| who now ftand in Need of their Charity ? Should not fuch Per- 
| ~ ~ fons be mov’d, by the generous Examples of others, to help for- 
ie ward the noble Defign of converting the Heathen ? Yea,are not 
| the People in general able to do fomething to help forward fo 
good a Defign? Arid will it not lie as a Reproach upon us, if 
7 we, who make a high Profeffion of Religion, prove. void’ of Cha- 
Bes. fae 7 rity, when we are fo loudly call’d to the Exercife of it, not only 
See by the laudable Example of generous Benefactors at Frome’; bur 
| : alfo by the perifhing Circumftances of the neighbouring Indians ? 
I fhall only add my hearty Withes,that this Américan‘Continent, 
which, for Ages unknown, has been ‘a’Seat of Darknefs, and full 
of the Habitations of Cruelty, may become a Scene of Light and: 
| Love ; that the Heathen in it, who have been wont to thirft 


after Blood, may hunger and thirft after Righteoufne/s ; ‘That the 
‘i Wildernefs and folitary Place may beglad for them, ‘tbe Defert rejoice 
on and bloffom as the Rofe ; That the Glory of “Lebanon may be 
given unto it, the Excellency of Carmel ‘and Sharon ; That they 
may fee the Glory of the Lord, and the Excellency of our God. | 
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